CompTaint Form 
FD-71 (Rev. 7-21-67) 


NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 
Indices: Q Negative □ See below - 

Subject's name and aliases 7}^ I Character of case 


/LaaJjUi 


'isesAc.y ( p/r/tu^pofj 


^4 


Complaint received 


[jg^^rsonal ,^{3 Telephonic 
Complainant's address and telephone number 


Address of subject 


\% Age 
! o. 


□ Male 
I i Female 


Height 


Weight 


Birth date and Birthplace 


Complexion 


^ " 1 Scars, marks or other data 


Facts of complaint 






/<U£mX^ 

L , Ul^'j ^ 






^ ^ , W)/^ SEARCHED>:3^(^HWxE»)kv«^ 

^ ^ /ff-^ - 7 ^ 

Action Recommend 

^^ F8l--MlLWAUKtfe 





1 
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\ 



F0.340a (Rev. 10-3-77) 





J. RAIMERI 


(File No.) 


195-35-lA 


Date To be returned 
Filed I Yes No 


II 


l/25/$0, 


milt 




11 B-io-ao 


TWO PHOTOS OP 




Agents "ijOTEi re 


AGENTS NOTE,). RE 


Agents notes re 


Agents notes re Rictiard Matiella 


.Notes re consent search of 


Disposition 


IDAY INN KEEPER 


Agents notes re 


Negs. & photos of 4-15-78 newspape 


Photos of 




''Cit# 759-^552 typex^riter 


_jament; re 

divorice ofl 


document ox 


IB 




otes 01 xnvewjLew 


nt 


‘^SMI 


fiial 


I — MILWAUKp 


i 














































































, 47 ^_ 
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Description: 
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FD.340REV. (6-14.77) 


Field File Mo . M ^ 

00 and File Mq . /^/ ■ 

Date Received_ L _cPO 











.,.Ije Bn, ao/3y.79«f Afc^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

\;;ifurnishe.d-.j>h.e^Xo±lowi-np>.in-f orrn^t^ ; .; 
i »aid Uiat she* worked for / ^ ^ho 

| Sho.^ Bag.,f ngg|pA^;fc,e^a y^>fo^ Hur;l:e y./^ W^itecon-srfr;;n wasi worfa 

t-a.1rme> Whia-e-;wlvn^d^Ee^-;?^ , 

and -thlV^ wls"tfLe^ |>tag^off @ftj-sne j j-.ei Ujthe k^o%,baiw^^ 

Mrs, I ~| stated that ] 1 dancers at the Show Bar - 

who were actual "strippers" and very likely prostitutes. She could 
not state positively that the girls hustled at the Show Bar but their 
activities indicated such. They would take men upstairs or out of the 
bar and later would return alone. The dancers stayed at the V/hite 
way Motel and many times she would find men in their rooms and would 
charge the dancers for another person, 

_ ^h:s,| I state d that it v/a s no secret in Hurley ath at | | 

l^lex RaiLneri l -to Raineri 

_ _I legal adviser", Mrs,_said this 

occurred in 197b and- 1979 after Raineri became a judge. I I told 
her that if there v/ere any problems and she v/as not around to contact 
Raineri, I said that Raineri was a lmost a daily visitor to. t,hf> 

Show Bar bef ore it bur ned and would also | | 

I ] Raineri would make trips to Milwaukee, .Wisconsin 

and Iron River, Michigan to locate girls a nd bring the m back ‘t o 
Hurley, This information wame from | .according to 


Mrs,! 

Motel, 


reca] 


evening or early morning at the 
Jack 0 Lantern Bar in Iron River, 


3 ked int 


come by bus, because there were none running at that time, V/hile 
talking to the girl the following day, the girl advised Mrs. I I 

I_I Raineri had driven them from Iron River, Michigan to 

.Hurley, Wisconsin. The girl v/as a negr o, femal e, howeve r. Mrs. 

I-J cou ld not recall her na me . Mrs . I I said that | |. 

a stripper]_a bartender, had worked at the Show Bar, 

Mrs. I I said that in September, 1978,| • 

Raineri to Reno, Nev ada where Raineri was attending a legal conference: 
She also stated that | ~\ Raineri had been involved in an auto~ 

mobile accident in or near Ironv/ood, Michigan late in 1978, The* 
accident involved a car belonging tol I v/hn lives I I 

l in •‘^urley, 

_I reportedly is suing Raineri to recover damages'to her car. 


Mrs. I I stated that 

Milwaukee who worked.at the Show Bar and 
arrested in Ironv/pod, Michigan late in 1< 
elry store owned otf 

I I in Hurley. I 


a ne gro female from 
I, a negro feibale wer 
for theft fr om a .ievy - 

3 also owns a I ~l — 
is rumored to have re 



turned to Milwaukee and the outcome of the charges are unknown. 

^£^ 2 ^_ uMijL 

I * ^ /i4nr^ - _ (U^ ^ ^ | cAy66 

I ^ /nui_ - ~ I 

^ b7C 









Mrs»I I could not recOiIi the names I 
Mrs. I I said that she had been informed by Lois Gasbarri. I'lrs. 

Louis Gasbarri and Richard Mattrella that Raineri had been present 


atj a corporati on meeting of the Motel during the su mmer of 1978 and 


had acted as a 


I as to what to say. 

Ion several occassions that Kaineri was i _ 

'• Raineri had called his secretary who tbod recordec 


the official minutes of the corporation meeting. 


Mrs. I I stated that in her opinion Raineri knew what was 

ffoinff on at the Show Bar and the White Way Motel and was acting as 
1 1 I but has nothing which would be a 

record of this action. ' • » " . . f 


h6 

hlC 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 






b7C 



r 




c^rr-^ 


/.MyjF.y. _ 

_ /Oy^ 


P ; 


7 








c^/>iA-^''—y_ 



^lAA^ 


'Py^ ^v._ dulxj/l ._ 

fyi(_ yi<A U>nt^ „5/-^'U,<«--r . ^ ^ 


4 
















FD.340 REV. (6-14-77) 


< 1 
i 

i 

<s 



“s-N. 


Description: 



.1 








On*October 29, 1979f Albert Stella, 224 Carey Road, Hurley, 
Wisconsin, furnished the following information. 

Stella was shown a c'opy of the annual report for Ritz 
Bar, Inc., 28 Silver Street, Hurley, Wisconsin, dated January 
31, 1978 . Stella identified his signature as the person 
signing this document. Stella a dvised he had been given this 
form to sign I Stella also advised he had 

signed for the liquor license for the Show Bar, which was former 
located at '28 Silv er Street, Hurley, Wisconsin,| | 

The Show Bar burned sometime in April 1979 
and has never resumed business again. Stella said he did not 
know who had prepared the annual report and he did not know 
who Whitney Jack Osbourne [ [ were and had 

never met or seen these individuals. Stella said he was nTsrver 
paid or received anything for being an officer and director of 
the Ritz Bar, Inc. 


merly 


^t and he did not know 
I were and had 
Jtelia said he was nTsrver 


Stell said Alex Raineri' was' knowh to him as the current 
judge in Iron County. Prior to that he was the District Attorney 
and a practi cing attorney in Hur ley. V/isconsin. Raineri was 
the attor ney I I **Jackp ot** Gasbarri prior to 

his death ~ 1 . He was not av/are who 

the attorney for [was at the present time. Stella .said ,he,,? , 
was not aware of the business or personal activities of 
Raineri. 














. ^a. 







CfCA^A^y^ 








I 1 : 

? /rr 


^cK.;y. ~ ^ _ . / 



^ Sy^ S'- jT^^ 
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Field File No, . , 

00 and File No. /^.L -—— 

Date Received — ^ 

From- 


(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 



b6 

b7C 


To Bo Roturned □ Yes Receipt Given ( I Yes 


Description: 




















I " /H_ yC V 

Pi t - .. 

1 '_ 6(1 '_7 / - _ _ . 

_I „ „ b7C 



--^^J^pTp^pce:, - 

~C^ •S]P<rcM 1^ (Po~'^ 



yrWj^ 
V<^ ” U/^ ^ 








j_>4 

\^^k: A 







.f4<^:t<U . _7^ 


[I oyr^i yy'S 2 '<^’-:^ 




ylyt^'Typ^-y^^ — 
















AJn^d^- 


sM. 






> 4 ^- 7 ^ - ' 


b7C 


7/-" .. 




f'^y^ ^Z. ^-ypl ^ 7 *^?*:^ 

/^O^kJ- __ ^ . .. _ 


1 ^ _ 

j_ . _7^_ 














d/-J^^ 







g=6<j2. - ^ 






IA/'^^/kAj^ 



) ^ 7„‘/ 








JjC ^QJ>^ 


<?v^.xwS^K> 

'/x>_ _/vo^L^ ^^7 












i! ^ 


yiuAA^ 

tj / .) J / /I 


_>4». 








p>V-A,_ 

"/^a c>^ —_ 





iJ^ 









_ I 



1 __w*<iu>;ot / _ /icJ. ’)^_ 




a^r 


























(L^~sJ^^ 



'■^ K J I ! ^ ^ 



s, 





-Ct- 

- .(. 4 .^ _ :^^_- 



— - 



- /Ia^. tjbv^-b^ 


%,. 

Ax. (p(?,f ^ ^ ~ 





^ . ‘\' ” I-" v^ ' ^ 

jl ,& /a 

w 

jl 








il 




i-a:::^-^__ 
























On October 31# 1979. 
V/isconsin, telephone 


information. 


furnished the follov/ing 


_the French 

Casino located at this address. The Casino has been closed since 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


1 because of f 


I 


] 


[ 


]8aid he has been 


n tryini 


ing to obtain a liquor license 


since September 1978 and Alex Aaineri was reported to have 
contacted the city co uncil and tol d them not to issue a license 
to the French Casino. | .1^ friend of his did ob tain 

a liquor license an d the Casinol ~| until 

it was closed by the | | The night the Casino 

was 3:losed it has been said the Show Bar had been called by. an 
unknown party and told to close fifteen minutes ^rior to the 
time the police closed up the Casino. There are also rumors 
that Raineri was reported to have said that nothing would ever 
happen to the Show Bar and nothing did. It was also cotnmon 
knowledge in Hurley, V/isconsin, that prostitution v/as being 
carried on by the dancers of the'Show Bar. The dancers were'** ' 
using the upstairs of the Show Bar and the White Way Motel to 
turn their tricks. I I said he serve d as a temporary ■ '' ' • 

manager of the Show Bar i ~l Raineri | I 


traveled to Reno Nevada, 
meeting. 


where Raineri was attending some 


I said he was not aware of Raineri*s personal or 
business life or what his association with the Shov/ Bar may, 
have been. 


] said the names Osbourne [ 


] were vaguely 


familar to him and h e though t they may be old pensioners living 
somewhere in Hurhey.J \ described Osbourne as a ”wineo9 

for many years. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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Field File No,_- 

00 and File No. ^ - - 

Date Received- f! n jp^ - 

From—---- 

(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 




CONTRIBUTOR) * 

1 

Ri/ 


4D STATE) ^ 

oy-j| 

- INAMh'Ul- hi 

>ECIAL. AGENT) 


To Bo Returned □ Yg$ Receipt Given D Yes 



Description: 


r 

r 














IpL^sLtvM^Ji 


j £ cl . 


CJtiw Jhiu)^^^ 


A ,. -ftf^C^~j 
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yS" 


Field File No» 




00 and File No. 
Date Received- 
Fro m/ 


M I 


_ _ ^NAME 01 

-N (addr/: 






b6 

,b7C 




(ADDRfSS OF CONJRIBU-TOR^ ^ 


By- 


hTATE) 


Kl AGENT) 


To Bo Returned □ Yes Receipt Given \ I Yes 

IvIUno^ 


Desertplion: 
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Alex J# Raiti0i*i 


JOINT ACC0UNTb6 


The Gogebic National Bank of Ironwood, Ironwood, Mich. 

Yoa arc autborucd to rcco^ouc anf <4 the signatorcc lobtcribci below ia the payment of foada or the traas« ^ 
action of any butiness for this accounts It it aireed that all transactions between yoa and the undersigned shall 
be governed by the coniract printed on the reverse side of this card. 

The undersigned, joint depositors, hereby agree each with ibe other and with yoa that all turns now on 
deposit or^ heretofore or hereafter deposited by either or both of said joint depositors with you^ to their Credit 
as such joint depositors with all accumoIatiOftt thereon, ate and ibalt be owned by them jointly, with right of sur* 
vivorsbip. and be subject to the check or leceijpt of cither of them or the survivor of them and payment to or on the 
check of either or the survivor shall be valid and discharge yoa from liability. 

Each of the undersigned appoints the other attorney, with power to deposit in said joint account moneys of the 
other and for that purpose to endorse any check, draft, note oc other instrument payable to the order of the ocher 

Of ‘both siid<join^ debitors. 

Payment to or on check of the survivor shall be subject to the laws relating to inheritance and soccesston taaet 
and all rules and regulations made pursuant thereto. 

Your rights or authority under this agreement shall not be changed or icrffltoated br us or either of pt except 
by wfitfcft notice Co you which shall not affect iransaccioat tberett^ore made, iUfcO Iw, CAT. hO. 1*S0d4.t 



AJ&.A. Approved Contract* j 

b6 
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/f/y 


Reid File No. 



00 and File 

Date Received__ 

From_ 


(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


b6 




(NAME OF SPECIAL AGENT) 
ToBoRetam«d Q Yes Receipt Given Q 


Description: 




Yes 

No 
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b7C 









_Cd^ ^ 7tr~ ^ >^*-“^.£ 
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ull^r^^xhjbit - Inventory of Property Acquir 
D-592 (Rev. 4-27-79) 



vidence 


Title and Character of Case 

ALEX J. RAINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, 
HURLEY, WISCONSIN 

HOBBS ACT - PUBLIC CORRUPTION (B) 
00: MILWAUKEE 





1-11-80 


Date Property Acquired 

VARIOUS 

Source From Which Property Acquired 

VARIOUS 

— 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

CLOSED SECTION 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

To Be Returned 

a Yes ONo 

Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 

Agent Assigned Case 

Description of Property or Exhibit 




THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE THOSE WHICH HAVE 
BECOME TOO VOLUMINOUS FOR THE lA ENVELOPE. 




SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 


194-35-lBl 

Field File # _____________ 

MILHAUKEE 


9y-3,5'- 

JAN 111980 

FBI^MILWAUKEf 


b6 

p,b7C 



















,/■ 





0(a/^343 



(m. ^ ^ 


pU^>(i)Ak^r^ 








' - 

roT u^ t /„ 4..- 

^ 7~ la<x^^ //) 4r* 



^tS' (Unoai,^^ 







/L£.p^^t/^ /j^- 


lUti 







7* 


<!!C.^^LppLS 













Q^uayU^ 


"jVr t<^ (■ A (ef’o 


''/i^ w ' —I 

n 4 A ( 2 <c>.A^ 

V^ 4 j!..(^xA 4 -e ^ « — 'f'p IW, x/ 

-»3 




I 

/i; 










\A^ ynt^Pj 

/UfA‘ C'Of’'^ ^ 




•<foT w<i^ (.AA' 


"H. 

C 




5/20/80 


84. 

85. 

86 . 

87. 

88 . 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 
100 . 
101 . 


Notes re 

Notes re I_ 

Agent*s notes re 
Agent*t notes re 
Agent's notes re 
Agent's notes re 
Agent's notes re 
Agent's notes re 
Agent's notes re 
Agent's 'notes re 
Agent's notes re 
Agent's notes re 
Agent's notes re 
Agent's notes re 
Agents notes re f 
Aget' s notes re |_ 
Agent's notes re 



Job Servie papers.—_ 


Fudge A. Raineri 


hi h 


/O 3. _ 


















6/17/80 


ii«^ 


105. 

106. 
107. 

ro8. 

109. 

110 . 


111 . 
112 . 
113. 
\ 114. 

Mii: 

117. 

118. 
^' 119 . 

120 . 

121 . 

122 . 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 


C>l2A.l^p 

/}^a, 


Slimmer s upplement (1970 ) of Ironwood Daily Globe. 

Notes of I L Guardian Pest Control. be 

Copies of bank dep osit slip and tax statement . 

Notes exhibited to I L re¬ 

certified copies of Ja cket sheets and minii^s and-iTor/.^ /u/yo 
Criminla 1 compiaint re j I . 

Ledger re the Showbar (Ritz Bar, Inc.) of Beitaguoli 
Diot Co. 

Original charge slip #876 of 2/8/79 to Albert Stella. be 

Original invoice V I 2/6/79i: for $151.00 to Show Bar. b7c 

Copy of LSDP "Open Balance Register". 

Copy of control card for Show Bar. 

Handwriting samples of signature of Whitney Jack Osborne. 
Accounts receivable ledger re Show Bar. 

Original advertising copy for Show Bar. , 

2 check stubs & 7 pay envelopes of Ritz Bar, Inc.-ToT 
Agent *s notes ref”^ I 

Agent's notes re_|_ 

Agent * s notes re I I 

Notes re I I 

Notes re 

Notes re 

Notes re 

Notes re 

Notes re I _ 

A Notes re I I 

Notes re I I 

Notes re 
Notes re 

Notes re |_ 

Notes re Albert Stella. _ 

Agent's notes rel 
Notes re I I 

Notes re ^ 

Notes re 

Photo of ' 

2 Photos of I ~| I 

^ I I -nr 

__ 


7/11/80 


ft 


145. Agents notes rei l ist National ^anl of Irowood, 

146. Agents notes re j | ISt Na tional Banl of Irowood. 

A47. Copies of Bank microfilm records rel Iaccount. 

11448 . W-2 forms for 1976, 1977, 1978 from Ritz Bar, 0 c. 

149. Agents notes re Paul Sturgal. 

150. Agents notes re 

151. Agents notes re 

152. Agents notes re _ 


ft 

ft 

ft 













7/11/80 153* Agents notes re 
” 154* Agents notes re 

” 155* Agents notes re |_ Super M*M* 

'* 156* 7 pages of handv ^iting sartn>les * ‘^*'**^ 7//^ /y o 

” 157* Agents notes re | | Holi day Inn* 

” 158* Hiliday Inn recp re| r" 7^/0 

” 159* Agents notes re| | 

” 160* Copy of m otor vehicles purchase contract for 

. I I "7Oh _ 

■ fO<ifeo _\ ■ 

\ 

\(^ (S&)r> p \ 

(@) IO&V 3 A / 

^ 3 &i> fA / 

\(4 \_ J 

, z'7«;>, /7^ 3 =,v:7C£,.t.^ \ 

UtoC^ ' 

‘^Iviko I <u_ " 7 




kP^ Al[ A- 

a-Y-i^ I~ 

ru§::Ax<3 hx^ 

/L&:^ kt\ 


fl^ f 
















/ , 

/>///<)• i 


,W=^^eO /2c^ 



^ //j~ Of 

ft I . 

Wy//w ;^ 7. Xlt^c^J<^ 


^liihi Lto.^esL^r-PZ^L^^^^^ ^ 

1'‘7 // ? / > P-''^->*^C) _ 

/f-2.- /^p-^ - 










9/16/85 



194. Checks and stubs #808-1047> Eltz bar, Inc.; Checks and 
statements, Ritz Bar, Inc., dtd 1/31/77, 3/31/77, 4/29/77, 6/30/77, 
7/29/77, 9/30/77, 10/31/77; Folder labled "Ritz Bar-1979 
containing miscellaneous business records; Folder labled 

"Payroll «:*1975 Showbar", containing miscellaneous business 
records. 

195. FD-192 "Chain of Custody". . 






12/4/85 


198. 

CHECK 

STUBS 

199." 

II 

II 

200. 

II 

II 

201. 

It 

II 


202 . 

203. 

204. 

205. 

i . 206. 


COPY OF CHECKS FROM RITZ BAR INC t 

II II II II II II 11 II II II 

b 

COPIES OF CHECKS & BANK STATEMENTS FROM RITZ BAR INC 
COPIES OF INVOICES LETER FROM ALBE RT STELLA & COMPUTER PRTOUT 
INVOICES, NTOE, MEMO, TRANSCRIPT. I I 


207. ORIGINAL CHECKS & BANK STATEMENTS 

208. check stubs 

209. ORIGINAL CHECKS & BANK STATEMENTS 


2HX 

210. KHKK CHECK BOOK WITH STUBS 
















Bulky,Exhibit • Inventory of Property 
- FD-192 (Rev. 9-23-77) 


ed os Evidence 



Title and Character of Case 

ALEX J. RAINERI 
CIRCUIT JUDGE 
HURLEY, WISCONSIN 

HOBBS ACT - OFFICIAL CORRUPTION (B) 
00: MI 



2/12/80 


Date Property Acquired 

2/7/80 

Source From Which Property Acquired 

b6 

_b7C 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Bulky Room 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Evidence-Disposition of USA 


To Be Returned 

C3Ye8 ONo 

Identity of Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 

SA 

b6 

b7C 


Description of Property or Exhibit 


1. Check #1624 in amount of $1 68«50 payable to 
I i Ritz Bar 


b6 

b7C 


2. Check #1628 in amount of $175.00 pa yable to [ 

^Ritz Bar 


3. Check #1663 
voided. 

4. Check #1664 
voided 


Ritz Bar which was 

It 

Ritz Bar which was 


b6 

b7C 


5. Check #1660[ 
voided. 


]Ritz Bar which was 


6. Copy of 1976 Wage an d Tax Statement for[ 
I I Ironwood, Michigan 


b6 

b7C 


7. Carbon copy of UC-203 request for work record off 


^ 0 / 77 . 


8. Ten pages (legal size) bearing handwriting on one side 

^ 3/- So 


each 


tVENTORY CERTIFIC 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 


b6 

-b7C 


P,.uP„.. MI 194-35 -\6;k 


00 : 


MI 


A’"' 

;3L 

FBI/OOJ 





Twelve torn pieces of deposit ledgers bearing unknown 
writing. 

One tom piece of notebook paper bearing writing. 






Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Property AgSl^ed as Evidence 
FD.192 (Rev. 9-23-77) 


Title and Character of Case 



2/29/80 


ALEX J. RAINERI, 

Circuit Judge, Hurley, Wis. 
HOBBS ACT - OFFICIAL CORRUPTION 


Date Property Acquired 

2/13/80 


Source From Which Property Acquired 

_ Accountant, Ironwood, Michigan 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 


Bulky 


To Be Returned 
(xlYes I I No 


Evidence - Disposition of USA 




Description of Property or Exhibit 


Check stubs #808-1047, Ritz Bar, Inc^' 
Checks & bank statements, Ritz Bar, Inc., 1/31/77, 
” ” 3/31/77. 


i-U s/zs/e-o?^ 


:: :: ^ 

” " 9/30/77. 

_ " _ „ " .. 10/31/77J 

Folder labeled, "Ritz Bar - 1979", containing miscellaneous 
business records. 

Folder labeled "Payroll 1975 Showbar", containing miscellaneous 
business records. 





SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFJJCATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROP 





P'Z^- 




•ROPEffTY (Ini 


(InUrfal and Date) 





























SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 








ALEX J. RAINERI, Circiiit Judge, Hurley, Wise. 
HOBBS ACT - OFFICIAL CORRUPTION 
ITAR - PROSTITUTION: -ITAR - BRIBER! 

PERJURI, 00J 

00: MI . , ^ 


Date Property Acquired 

3/26/80 


Source From Which Property Acquired 

Consensual tape, _ 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Bulky Room 

To Be Returned Agei 

QYes ca^No SA 

Description of Property or Exhibit 


Ironwood, Mich, be 

b7C 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Evidence, retain indefinately 



1 Agent Assigned Case 

^4 



Original tape o 

3/26/80 



SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 










Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Property A| 
FD-192 (Rev. 9-23-77) 




ed os Evidence 




Date 


6/24/80 


Title and Character of Case 


ALEX J. RAINERI, 

Circuit Judge, Hurley, Wis. 

HOBBS ACT - JJJjBLIC CORRUPTION (B) 


Date Property Acquired 

3/26/80 


Source From Which Property Acquired 

saI 


b6 

b7C 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Bulky Room 


Reason for Retentioa of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

Evidence 


To Be Returned 
CD Yes QCiNo 


Identity of Agent Submitting Property or Exh ibit 

saI 


Description of Property or Exhibit 


One Hnn lir.pit-p of consensuallv moni tored conversation 

* I t r- i r\ 


between 


on 3/26/80. 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 












Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Property A, 
FD-192 (Rev. 9-23-77) ' 




jred as Evidence 


Title and Character of Case 



6/25/80 


ALEX J. RAINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, HURLEY, WISCONSIN 
HOBBS ACT-OC: ITAR-PROSTITUTION; ITAR-BRIBERY 
PERJURY; OOJ 


Dale Property Acquired 

6/18/80 

Source From Which Prooertv Acquired 

b6 

Location of Property or Bulky Ex) 

[libit 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

EVIDENCE-TRIAL 

To Be Returned 

□ Yes 1 INo 

Identity of Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 

S.A. 


Description of Property or Exhibit 


MEDICAL RECORDS 


-foT 

t) A 


b6 

b7C 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 
















Title and Character of Case 

ALEX J. RAINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, HURLEY, WISCONSIN 
HOBBS ACT - OFFICIAL CORRUPTION; 
ITAR-PROSTITUTflI0N; ITAR-BRIBERY 
PERJURY; 00J 


Date Property Acquired 

4/29/80 


Source From Which Property Acquired 

ALEX RAINERI 

ALBERT STELLA , Elimination Exemplars 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit I Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made 


BULKY ROOM 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

EVIDENCE 


To Be Returned 
□ Yes DNo 


Identity of Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 


S.A. I I 


Description of Property or Exhibit 


Voice lippnn r,Qnsistlng C 

1. I 

2. ALBERT STELLA 

3. ALEX J, RAINERI 

4. 


ssette tapes b earing voices of: 




SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 













Bulky Exhibit • Inventory of Property Acquired as Evidence 
FD-192 (Rev. 5-6-80) 




Title and Character of Case 




■oo;M I 

Date Property Acquired 


I Source From Which Property Acquired 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 


To Be Returned 


f Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 


□ Yes 


fj2^o 


□ Yes Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant toUule 6(e)/Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure• 




SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 



m 


b6 

b7C 






Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Property Acquired os Evidence 
FD.192 (Rev, 5-6-80) 


Title and Chara^r of C^e ^ , 




Date Property Acquired 


I Source From Which Property Acquired 


U^A , 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 


To Be Returned 


l^eason for Ret^tion of Property and E^rts Made to Dispose of Same 


a Yes 

a Yes J^><^ No Grand Jury Materiafl - Uisseminate t^ly Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Kul^s or Criminal Procedure. 


Description of Property or Exhibit 


V-/ 






—( —■ 


—sa-^— 


rT“r*^r? >\r«r'-sjTO 
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# 


FBI 




TRANSMIT flA: 
^ * 

ITXI Teletype 
I I Facsimile 

a- 


PRECEDENCE: 
I I Immediate 
I I Priority 
O Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
O SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 
a UNCLAS E F T 0 
(S^UNCLAS 

11/16/79 


FM MILWAUKE“e (r94-35)~P 
TO LOS ANGELES ROUTINE (LPt 
BT 

UNCLAS 

ALEX J. RAINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, HURLEY, WISCONSIN; HOBBS ACT - 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION (B); 00; MILWAUKEE. 

CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION INITIATED UPON RECEIPT OF INFORMA¬ 
TION THAT SUBJECT, DOB SEPT. 17, 19)f§, IRON COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE 
FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS AND PART-TIME DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR 
THE PRIOR 18. YEARS, HAS DURING THAT TIME BEEN THE "BEHIND THE 
SCENES" OPERATOR OF THE SHOW BAR, CORPORATE NAME THE RITZ BAR 
INC., A NUDE DANCING ESTABLISHMENT IN WHICH THE DANCERS REPORTEDlIt 


b6 

b7C 


WERE ALSO PROSTITUTES, SPLITTING THEIR PROCEEDS]- 


IS 


JACK "JACKPOT" GASBARRI, WHO WAS 



AMONG A GROUP OF TAVERN OPERATORS FROM HURLEY’S INFAMOUS ERA. 
AFTER JACKPOT’S DEATH, ] | thE SHOW BAR UNTIL IT V^AS 


DESTROYED BY FIRE UNDER SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES IN APRIL, 1979. 


TEB/djs 




, Approved: 


A 


Transmitted 


oto 


(Number) 


/S3S2 


(Time) 


Per 
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FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
O Teletype 
I I Facsimile 

a—.- 


PRECEDENCE: 
r~1 Immediate 
f—1 Priority 
I I Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 
a TOP SECRET 
O SECRET 
O CONFIDENTIAL 
a UNCLAS E F T 0 
a UNCLAS 

Date_ 


"fAGE TWO MI 194’-'35 UNCLAS' 

NO INSURANCE CLAIM HAS BEEN FILED RE THIS FIRE. RAINERI, AS 
PRIVATE PRACTITIONER, WAS THE ATTORNEY | [ fHE 

SHOW BAR, BUT RECENTLY WHILE JUDGE, HE REPORTEDLY WAS INVOLVED IN 
ITS OPERATING DECISIONS, 


REPORTED TO BE RAINERI'S 


HIM 


TO JUDICIAL COLLEGE, RENO, NEVADA 


OVERNIGHT WHILE HE WAS ON TRIALS WITH IN THE 


CIRCUIT, AND ON TRIPS TO MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN, AND IRON RIVER, 
MICHIGAN (AND POSSIBLY OTHER LOCATIONS) 


PICKED UP 


DANCERS/PROSTITUTES AND RETURNED THEM TO HURLEY FOR ENGAGEMENTS 
AT THE SHOW BAR. SINCE THE FIRE AT THE SHOW BAR, RAINERI ALSO 
REPORTEDLY CHAIRED A MEETING OF STOCK HOLDERS 


OF THE WHITE WAY MOTEL, LOCATED NEXT DOOR TO THE SHOW BAR AND THE 
SCENE OF REPORTED ACTS OF PROSTITUTION, AT WHICH THE MOTEL'S 
SALE WAS NEGOTIATED. SHORTLY THEREAFTER THERE WAS AN APPARENT 
FALLING OUT BETWEEN RAINERI | | RAINERI 


HURLEY 


DURING SUMMER 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


RAINERI TO FORMER CIRCUIT JUDGE 


WHO IS COOPERATING WITH INVESTIGATION AND SUGGESTS THAT 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


Per 


(Number) 


(Time) 
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FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
n Teletype 
I I Facsimile 

a--— 


PRECEDENCE: 
r~l Immediate 
n Priority 
I I Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
a SECRET 

a CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
a UNCLAS 

Date_ 


PAGE THREE MI 194-35 UNCLAS 
HIS NAME BE DROPPEdI 


REQUESTING THAT 


rro 


AGENTS. RAINERI IS ALSO BEING INVESTIGATED BY THE STATE JUDICIAll 
INVESTIGATING COMMISSION. 

ACCORDING TO INSURANCE REPRESENTATIVES, IS RESIDING 

CALIFORNIA 





TELEPHONE 


AND IN INSURANCE J 


REPRESENTED BY ATTORNEY 


WITH RAINERI, HIS 


FINANCIAL AND/OR OPERATING INTERESTS IN THE SHOW BAR AND 
WHITE WAY MOTEL, SPECIFIC INCIDENTS IN WHICH RAINERI TRANSPORTED 
PROSTITUTES INTO HURLEY, AND HIS INVOLVEMENT AND ATTITUDES RE 
SUCH ACTIVITIES. ALSO OF INTEREST, IF COOPERATIVE, ARE RAINERI'S 
CONTACTS WITHIN LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT CONDONING WIDE OPEN 
activities at local ESTABLISHMENTS. CLOSE ASSOCIATION IS SUSPECtI 

WITH CHIEF DEPUTY SHERIFF RONALD MORZENTI, IRON COUNTY SHERIFF'S 
OFFIQE. 

] THOROUGHLY COOPERATIVE, HER TESTIMONY OR SWORN 
STATEMENT' ANTICIPATED TO FGJ SOMETIME IN FUTURE. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


Per 


(Number) 


(Time) 











LaO017 . ‘ 

PP MI 

DE LA - . ' 

P. 260245Z NO MjB 
FM LOS ANGELES (194-57X22) (P) 
TO MILWAUKEE (194-35) PRIORITY 
BT 


unclas 

•ALEX.J. RAINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, HURLEY, WISCONSIN? HOBBS 
ACT - PUBLIC corruption (B). 00: MILWAUKEE. 

■ RE MILWAUKEE TELETYPE.TO LOS ANGELES'ON NOVEMBER 17, 


1979* ’ 

i __ 0 

CONTACT with! I REGARDING CAPTIONED SUBJECT 

Has revealed that she is*unsure about cooperating with 
FBI, stating that SHE WANTS NOTHING TO DO WITH RAINERI. 


HOWEVER, SHE ADVISED SHE WOULD CONTACT THE INTERVIEWING AGENT 
IN Two OR THREE DAYS aT WHICH TIME SHE WILL ADVISE WHETHER 
OR NOT SHE WILL PROVIDE INFORMATION. 


DID indicate THAT RAINERI HAD DOUBLE CROSSED 


HER and SHE LOST EVERYTHING. 

DUE TO I 1 OBVIOUS ILL FEELINGS TOWARD RAINERI, . 

and her apparent knowledge of HIS ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES, 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 









Two (LA 194-57) UNCLAS 

LOS ANGELES IS OF THE OPINION THAT EVERY EFFORT 
SHOULD BE afforded TO OBTAIN A VOLUNTARY STATEME'NT 


FROM HER. THEREFORE, LOS ANGELES SUGGESTS THAT 


FORMER JUDGE 


AS SOON 


AS POSSIBLE, PRIOR TO HER.CONTACTING LOS ANGELES AGENT, 


IN an attempt to have 


CONVINCED INTO FURNISHING 


information, it is NOTED’that when 


NAME 


WAS MENTIONED, 


HAD A POSITIVE RESPONSE. 


can BE REACHED THROUGH 


LOS ANGELES WILL ATTEMPT TO AVOID'CONTACT WITH 


UNTIL LOS ANGELES IS ADVISED AS TO ACTIONS^ 


IF any,'BY 



b6 . 
b7C 








FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78) 




FBI 




TRANSMIT VIA: 
0 Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ - 


PRECEDENCE: 
1 I Immediate 
□ Priority 
XCrx Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
a SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 
a UNCLAS E F T 0 
(XXUNCLAS 

n... 11/27/79 


■ F^^ mTlWAUKEET ( r94-35)” P 
TO L05 ANGELES ROUTINE 
BT 

UNCLAS 

ALEX B. RAINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, HURLEY, WISCONSIN; HOBBS ACT - 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION; 00; MILWAUKEE. 

RE LOS ANGELES TELETYPE TO MILWAUKEE NOV. 26, 1979. 

FORMER JUDGE 


LATE NOV. 26, 1979, AND STATED HE WILL CONTACT 


HURLEY, WISCONSIN, CONTACTED 

AT 


b6 

b7C 


THE LOS ANGELES NUMBER FURNISHED AND REQUEST HER TO COOPERATE IN 
EVERY WAY WITH INTERVIEW BY THE FBI. 


STATED HE WOULD 


ASSURE 


]tHAT THE FBI’S INVESTIGATIVE INTEREST IS NOT IN 


HER BUT IN SUBJECT. 
RESULTS OF THE 


TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WILL 


BE FURNISHED LOS ANGELES AS SOON AS RECEIVED FROM 
BT 


TEB/djs 




b6 

b7C 


Approved: 




Transmitte 


/dc^/o'/S‘3 



(Number) 


(Time) 
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TRANSMIT VIA; 
{^Teletype 
I I Facsimile 

a- 


FBI 


PRECEDENCE: 
r~l Immediate 
n Priority 
Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 
a TOP SECRET 
□.SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
(3:JJNCLAS 

r>,f^ 11/28/79 


FM MILWAUKEE (194-35) P 

TO LOS ANGELES (194-57) (22) ROUTINE 

BT 

UNCLAS 

ALEX B. RAINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, HURLEY, WISCONSIN; HOBBS ACT - 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION (B); 00: MILWAUKEE. 

RE MILWAUKEE TELETYPE TO LOS ANGELES NOV. 27, 1979. 

ON NOV. 27, 1979, 


b6 


HE HAD TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED 
AT NOON NOV. 27, 1979. 


HURLEY, WISCONSIN, ADVISEDb 7 c 
LOS ANGELES 


FIRST AGREED TO TALK TO AGENTS, 
THEN DISAGREED, AND OVERALL WAS RELUCTANT AND AMBIVALENT IN HER 
FEELINGS OF COOPERATION. 


ALSO TALKED TO 


(LNU), WHO APPEARED TO BE A SENSIBLE YOUNG WOMAN, 
WHO WAS IN HURLEY 


b6 

b7C 


WHEN 


RAINERI HAD THEIR FALLING OUT. 


AGREED WITH 


THE FUGITIVE THAT CONTACT WITH 


MAY BE HELPFUL IN OBTAINING 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION RE THIS BREAKUP AND MAY BE INSTRUMENTAL IN 
OBTAINING 


COOPERATION. 



b6 

b7C 
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Transmitted 
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(LNU) AS 


INDICATED IN LOS ANGELES TELETYPE DATED NOV. 26. 1979. 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) 


(Time) 






Airtel 


12/10/79 


TOs DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAG, MILWAUKE^'m-SS) (P) 

SUBJECT: ALEX J, RAINERI 
CIRCUIT JUDGE 
HURLEY, WISCONSIN ' 

HOBBS ACT - CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS (B) 


00: MILWAUKEE 




Captioned subject is described as follows: 


Race 

15Q1Et 

PQB 

Menrital. Status 
Residence 


ssm 

Wisconsin. Priysrls 
License Number 
Hej.gbt 
Weight 
.EYes 
Hair 

Characteristic 


^le 

Wfiifee 

9/17/19 

HurleY, Wisisonsin 
Married 

502 , SiKth. Avehae 
Huriey,^. Wisconsin 
399-01^X45 

Ja56q:iQlQl-533Z-08R 

2Q(L,pptnjLds 

Brown 

Brown 

Wears^glasses 


He has been Circuit Judge for ion County, Wisconsin, 
since January 1, 1978. For the prior 18 years, he was Iron 
County District Attorney (a part-time position, practicing 
law on the side). 


2-Bureau 
*^2-Milwaukee 
TEB/laj . , 







MI 194-35 



Hurley^ Wisconsin^ has the reputation and approxi¬ 
mately 100 years of history as a town wnere prostitution 
and vice have existed relatively untouched by local officials; 
and certain Hurley figures reportedly have connections 'id.th 
Organized Crime figures in Chicago and Newport, KentucI^. 

KAINERI has been the subject of an investigation by 
the Wisconsin Judicial Investigating Commission regarding 
his fitness as Judge; a portion of the follovjing has been 

ttie remainder trom local sources, etc: 


RAINERI was a lifelong frJmdi of JACK "JACKPOT" 
6ASBARRI, now deceased, operator of local taverns noted for 
prostitution. His first \d.fe, LOIS GASBARRI, had extensive 
record as inmate and keeper of a house of pro stitution from 
1943-1965. After they were divorced. JACKPOT I I 


6ASBARRI oper ated the Show Bar. Hurley. Wiscons in, 
until his death in 1975, 1 I 

GASBARRI was also a partner in the Vftilte Way Hotel, located 
next door to the Show Bar,t with RICHARD MATTRELLA, who now 
resides at Newport, Kentuc't^, and has a record of WSTA. 

The Show Bar is described by PAUL STURGUL, current Iron 
County Distrit Attorney, as "Hurley's last cathouse," 
though he states that he has never had a complaint and 
there have been no prostitution arr ests there since he took 

office in 1978. STURGUL describes _ relationship 

since jackpot's death as "RAINERI's T I - 


b6 

b7C 


RAINERI has b een identified as being re eufarlv 


present at the Show Bari ] Dancers 
there have claimed that I a portion of their 
prostitution take and has commented that 


b6 

b7C 


liTOuld take care of things if there was ever any trouble. 
^ RAINERI allegedly made several trips to Iron River, 


Michigan, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1978 "to get girls 
for the bar." 


2 * 







MI 194-35 


During the sunmer of 1978, RAINERI reportedly 
attempted to hire a female bartender to manage the Show 
Bar* When she declined because of prostitution, he 
reportedly stated "No one could do anything to her.” 

Later, when this bartender was fired, she was referred to 
RAINERI for an expl anation* RAINERI repor tedly handled all 
the legal paperworl d 1 the Show Bar 

until it burned on April 20- 1979. 7"^ 


____ I RAINERI. b 

including to the Judicial College at Reno, Nevada. In 
1978 and 1979, the former bookkeeper for the Show Bar 
telephonically talked to RAINERI, who stated that he (RAINERI) 
was doing the daily business records of the Show Bar. After 
the fire, RAINERI tpld the bookkeeper he woiild dissolve 
the coirporation. 

During the summer of 1978, RAINERI was reportedly 

present directi ng a meeting of the stockholders of the _ 

White Way Motel ^ . I 

The purpose of the meeting was to approve the sale of the 
motel if a buyer could be fotmd. RAINERI*s secretary and court 
reporter allegedly prepared the minutes of the meeting, 
omitting RAINERI*s participation from the written record. 


The motel was sold in 1979. xdiich 
a great deal of ill feelings I 
has left Hurley, reportedly because RAINERI 

cue LOS Angeles area. 


sparently caused 
RAINERI. She 


US Attorney FRANK H. TUERKHEIMER, Western District 
of Wisconsin, MadisPn, Wisconsin, has been contacted regarding 
allegations and has stated interest regarding possible 
violations of Hobbs Act» 

Milwaukee investigation continuing. 
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CLASSIFICATION: 
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□ SECRET 

O CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
O UNCLAS 

Date 12/17/79 


TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE 

FROM: 6 ^^^ MILWAUKEE (184-35) (P) 

ALEX J. RAINERI, 

CIRCUIT JUDGE, 

HURLEY, WISCONSIN 

H0B3S ACT - PUBLIC CORRUPTION (B) 

00: MILWAUKEE 

For the information of Louisville, captioned 
judge is under investigation by Milwaukee in connection 
with his alleged participation in the operation of the 
Shov; Bar, Hurley, Wisconsin, described by the District 
Attorney as' "Ibarley's last cathouse". The Shov; Bar and 
neighboring V/hite Way Motel were owned and operated by 
JACK JACKPOT” GASBAPRT. and 107^ 


J of P„AINERI. L 


J was a partner 


in the motel and possibly in the bar with RICHARD "DICKIE” 
MATTRELLA, 3 2 Bordeaux Drive, Highland Heights , Kentucky. 
MATTRELLA, reportedly a convicted v/hite slaver, was listed 
as President and registered agent of the V/hite Way Motel, 
Inc. , which was recently sold. MATTRELLA. v/as reportedly 
present at a 1978 stockholders' meeting of White Way 
when RAINERI v ;as present representing the interests" of 
I ^ I when the sale of the motel v;as discussed. 

MATTRELLA is allegedly involved in similar ooerations at 
Newport, Kentucky. 

RAINERI reportedly made trips to MilwankpF> 
V/isconsin, and to Iron River, Michigan, 


ro transport danc erdV'ProsKiaute/^ back to hurl ey. They 


2 - Louisville 
2 - Detroit 
2 - Las Vegas 
- Mew York 
I- Milwaukee (194-35; 
^B:cal /) 



/fY'i S'- 7 



Approved: 


Transmitted 


(NV.mV«r) 


tTiine) 


Per 


b6 

b7C 

I 
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b6 

b7C 
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have since had a falling out£ 


]having gone 


to Ca lifornia» where efforts are being mache to interview 
her. I [ portion o-f the prostitu¬ 

tion take of dancers at The Show Bar V7hen •fericks occurred 
in rooms above the bar. One individual wh.® sho uld be 
familiar with RAINERI * s exact relationship; \with I I 


I now be31.i.>eved' 


resicing 


LEADS 


b6 

b7C 


LOUISVILLE DIVISION 

AT COVINGTON/MEWPORT/HIGHLAND HEIRGHTS, KENTUCKY 


Will conduct indices checks and ajrrest checks 
regarding RAINEPsI; JACK GASBARRI, dob 1913:«';?); and 
RICHARD MATTRELLA, furnishing particularly <all background 
information regarding MATTRELLA and his acicivities. 

Will thereafter interviev? MATTRELLA, 32 Bordeaux 
Drive, Highland Heights, regarding historioal involvement 
of The Show Bar and V/hite Way Motel and moore recently 
RAINERI' s participation a nd operation of Tfee Shov; Bar on 
behalf of his girlfriend J L amd his parti¬ 

cipation in the affairs of the White Way M'etel. If 
MATTRELLA is cooperative, all details of tJais would appear 
to be very significant to a possible Hobbs: Act violation 
while acting under color of official right- 

DETROIT DIVISION 

AT BESSEMER, MICHIGAN 

_ Will interview prosecuting attorney, I I 

I regarding RAINERI' s alleged request to_£i 2 i_ 

a ticket involving an auto accident in which he,|_ 

and possibly a Show Bar entertainer were involved on 
12/24/78. Obtain copies of accident report from Michigap 
State Police. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


2 
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From same source determine details of 


_^Iro nwood« 

Michigan, and details of alleged statements by I 
relatin g to prostitution at the Show Bar and the involve¬ 
ment of I I raineri . 


AT IRON RIVER, MICHIGAN 

Will conduct appropriate checks of local law 
enforcement, sources and direct investigation regarding 
the Jack-o’-Lantern Ba r in an effort to deter mine alleged 


involvement of RAINERI 


to pick up 


and transport dancers/prostitutes to Hurley, Wisconsin. 

LAS VEGAS DIVISION 

AT RENO, NEVADA 

V7ill attempt to determine from newspaper morgues, 
public sources, etc. nature of legal conference held, in 
that city in 9/78, allegedly .attended by RAINERI. If 
possible, attempt to determine location RAI NERI staved 
and if any records e xist indicating that he 


NEW YORK DIVISION 


AT NEW YORK, MEW YORK 


VJill conduct arrest checks regardingf 


possibly 


Wil jl identify location of telephone number 

Based upon above information, will locate 

former bartender at the 


and interview [ _ 

Show Bar, Hurl ey, V/isconsin, [ ___ 

1 ^ regarding p rostitution activities at 


the Shew Bar, particularly 
Judge AL2X RAIMERI and RAII^ERI's presence at the Show 
Bar, hand in its operation and/or influence with law 
enforcement to allow it to operate. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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MILWAUKEE DIVISION 

AT JANESVILLE, WISCONSIN 

V7ill interview officers of Brooke Inns? Inc., 
ovmers of Holiday Inn, Hurley, Wisconsin, regard ing; any 
financial dealings and ar rangements with RAINERI| 

___ who is listed as company agent 

for liquor license at Holiday Inn listed in the name 
Brooke Beverages, Inc. Listed corporate officers are; 



AT MADISON, WISCONSIN 

Will obtain from Secretary of State corporation 
registrations, annual reports, etc. (1975-present) re¬ 
garding Ritz Bar, Inc., dba the Show Bar, Hurley; and 
White Way Motel Corporation, Hurley, and any minutes 
of 5/27/78 meeting of V7hite Way Corporation which may 
exist on file. 

Will obtain from State Supreme Court personal 
financial statement of RAINERI which he is required to 
file as a circuit judge. Also obtain from' V/isconsin 
Department of Revenue copies of RAINERI • s-V/isconsin 
state incosne tax returns, 1975 - present. 

AT PORT WASHINGTON, WISCONSIN 
_ Will inter view 

__ former Hurley attorney, regarding 

his assumption of legal v^ork from ALEX RAINERI when 
RAINERI assumed the b ench and if any legal X'7ork for 

I the Show Bar was passedfromRAINERI 

I Also determine any know ledge of I Ire- 

garding RAINERI's relationship with | 
the Show Bar. 


4 
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AT HURLEY, WISCONSIN 

Continue investigation regarding Judge ALEX 

RAINERI. 


5* 







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Date of transcription 


12/11/79 


^EX J, RAINERI, 502 - 6th Avenue, Hutley, 
Wisconsin (home telephone 561-3873), Circuit Judge, 

Iron County, Wisconsin, was contacted at his office 
at the Iron County Courthouse, Hurley, Wisconsin 
(telephone 561-3434), RAINERI was readvised of the 
identity of the interviewing agent, with whom he 
was previously familiar, and was advised that an in¬ 
vestigation was being conducted by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation relating to allegations of Federal 
Public Corruption violations on his part in connection 
with his activities relating to the Show Bar, former 
Hurley, Wisconsin, establishment. RAINERI furnished 
the following information: 

He has been Circuit Judge of Iron County 
at Hurley, Wisconsin, since January 1, 1978, Prior to 
that he was District Attorney of Iron County for 16-18 
years, which was a part time position, allowing him 
to practice law on the side at the same time. As 
such he did civil work in Iron County, and was permitted 
to do defense work in other counties nearby, Ashland 
County being one in particular that he did a good deal 
of defense law practice, RAINERI advised that he was 
,bom on Sep.t^ber 17, 1918, at Hurley, Wisconsin, and 
has his law degree from DePaul University, Chicago, 
Illinois, ^ * 


PAINERI advised that the Show Bar, corporate 
n^e Ritz Bar, Inc,, was owned by JACK GASBARRI, x^ith 
x^hom he, ^INERI, grew up, and was a very good friend, 
and RICHARD MATTRELLA, with whom RAINERI attended high 
schooJ^#^ The corporate name^ Ritz Bair^ Xiic*^ was the 
name of a bar which RATNF.Rt 1950's 

in Hurley, 


GASBARRI and MA'iTRELLA'ran the Carnival, iheir principal 
place o f business in Hurley. _Ihe^zi^urchased the corporate 


name of f 

•m ♦_ 


in the ea-rlv lOfiO * s, 
and 


First they rented the premises from_■ ana 

subsequently purchased it. They opened the Show Bar during 
busy seasons, running shoxi7S there, and operated both the 
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Investigation 12/5/79 _ Hurley, Wisconsin 


t>y 


SA 




.Date dictated, 
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Show Bar and the Carnival until the Carnival burned in 
1962* They then moved into the Show Bar with their entire 
operation, GASBARRl and MATTRELLA were the sole stock¬ 
holders of the Show Bar (Ritz Bar, Inc,), The Caimival 
had been a restaurant, bar, and featured strip shows, 
and was located in a single story building. The Show Bar 
was located in the old Francis Hotel, becoming a bar on 
the first floor, and renting out rooms above the bar to 
entertainers from the bar, JACK GASBARRl managed the 
Show Bar u ntil he died in about November. 1975> After 
his death. 


of the Show jjar. 


b6 

b7C 


RAINERI did some legal work for the corporation, 
though it also had other lawyers. He recalled that the 
Show Bar had trouble with music royalty administrators, 
insurance claims, bills, and other civil matters, which 
he handled for them. They also took some other civil work 
to CHARLIE SANTINI, an Ironwood, Michigan, attorney, who 
is now deceaseds The income tax of the Show Bar was handled 

^5y| _^_I of Merrill, Wisconsin, They also used some 

lawyers in Kentucky, where they had other interests, to ^ 

handle ^rae of their legal matters, particularly criminal 
work. Th ey were also re presented in a criminal anti-racketeering 
matter by | | of Milwaukee, 


, Du ring the last years that JACK GASBAR Rl operated 

the Show Bar | skilled 

white entertainers became more high priced and as it was 
cheaper to hire black entertainers, this was commonly done, 
A number of these entertainers were basically prostitutes 
in addition to being dancers. He stated that this was 
not anything that the house got invol ved in or permitted 
to occur, to his knowledge, and I I was always afraid of 
a prostitution arrest. She was constantly fighting with 
her employees, having trouble with their tendencies toward 
prostitution, and they threatened her with harm. 

At the time RAINERI assumed the bench, he had 
no legal work going for the Show Bar, and there was no 
legal work turned over to any other attorney for that 
establishment. He has done no legal work for them since 
becoming judge. 
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On the day that JACK GASBARRI died, after a 
years terminal Illness, RAINERI took him to the hospital* 
There JACK GASRARRT asked RAINERI if he would see that 

-1 This ■request was made because 

Jwas of I l and 


ne was worried—she might have problems as a business 

T.T/MTrtor% TA/'Vf— J _a I 


b6 
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woman. Since JACK*s death, RAINERI hasf 
both personally and when she would call him and ask for 
It, There was no fee involved. After he became judge 
he never went to the Show Bar, purposely staying away 
because of appearance?# _Though everyone assumes there 

_himself,\ ^ j 


] 


b6 

b7C 




1 _ /was living, 

JJACK often went on trips 


RaineRX and his wife andf 

, rtV -S-v/JUbCVS WBltU \JH Ui 

together-—Since JACK*s death RAINERI and his wife have 

taken j p ut to eat in the Hurley area a lot of times, 
fEki 1— -- •-* 


] 


^XNEki stated that he ha$ traveled around tovaip i 
and has often been seen in an automobile with her in Hurley 
Because of this npnniA ar-rtiw /1 «-<-xT.Tr> Viqyc speculated that 

Jhas traveled to Duluth 


b6 
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. .. .i,x.avexeu to ou. 

^nnesoca, with KAINERI and his wife, and before JACK*s 
death they went out together every weekend for dinner, 

s death, they have never traveled together outside 

of Hurley and he has not traveledi- Hon 

business, either her business or his business, Hehas 
no interest in her business, and has never received a dime 
in payment from her, 

vatmvt>t a year after JACK GASBARRI died, 

RAINERI and his wife wen t to the Sh ow Bar regularly on 
Saturday nights to visit I ~ f Once he was elected 

judge, he stayed away from the Show Bar, breaking off 
this Saturday night ritual, 

., ^ , RAINERI sta ted there is no trut h to the allegation 
that he ever trave l <ad 
to pick UP dancers I 


-1 ^ , ,, , any location 

-Lestablishmenfe^_ He stated 

I and.he 


b6 
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SO 


I I uTIau I 

I'hig was done before he became judge, an 
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RAINERI stated that I I booked entertainers out 


of Madison, Wisconsin, and Oshkosh, Wisconsin, using 
booking agencies until they became prohibitively expensive 
about 1-1% years ago* The names of these agencies were 
unknown to him* Her later method of recruiting entertainers 
was unknown to RAINERI* 


b6 
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-^RAINERI never kept any records_Qr_hpoks for bi 

I She had a bookkeeper named ^ I and then b' 

anocner whose name he could not recall in Ironwood, 

Michigan* They did her income tax records and other book¬ 
keeping, She always did her banking business at the 
First National Bank of Ironwood^ Michigan^ located just 
across the state line from Hurley, Wisconsin* 

Since he has become judge, he has had no prostitu¬ 
tion cases before him* As District Attorney he had a 
number of prostitution cases presented to him, including 
some from the Show Bar, which was the last place of 
entertai^ent in Hurley* There were more problems, however, 
with B-girl complaints, which often occurred, I-Jhen 
this happened he would notify the State Alcoholic 
Beverage Tax Division* He had nothing to do with any 
of the employees at the Show Bar, including soliciting 
persons for employment or hiring or firing. 

White Way Motel, located next-door to the 

RICHARD MATTRELLA and JACK bs 

GASBARRI in the corporate name t-Jhite Way Motel Corporation, b7c 
This was incorporated when built in the late 1950's or 
early 1960*s* RAINERI did no legal work on that. The 
recently , sold, RAINERI had no disagreement 
with I_lover that. 


DATMonT connection with the sale of the Show Bar, 

KAiNpi was going to loan money to the people who ultimately 
purchased it, for them to buy it, RAINERI stated hhaf- ^ 
he^would not loan the money,.unless! \ 

t^TTRELLA would sign a qui^R claim deed and a deed from 
the corporation* He stated he wanted to know who were 
the true owners before he would invest money in this 
enterprise. He also wanted to know who were the dummy 
shareholders plus he wanted the entire situation cleared 
up prior to his investment. 


b6 
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A meeting of the shareholders of the White Way 
Motel Corporation was h eld in about 197 8♦ Among those 
present were MATTRELLA J I the coraorate 

bookkeeper, and a court reporter whom they had prepare the 
minutes of the meetings RAINERI told them he wanted to 
see a true revelation of the stockholders and minutos of 
the meeting shoj^ng this. In the end I [ refused 

to—sign a qui^K claim deed, and ”the deal flopped.” The 
present owners who purchased it borrowed money from the 
bank for the purchase and RAINERI loaned no money for its 

E urchase, feeling ”the deal was not kosher.” He stated 
e anticipated future law suits in connection with the 
purchase. The new o wners, in the business name. Intersta te 
Projects Corporation ,! I 

both of Hurley, Wisconsin. RAINERI did attend this meeting 
to learn the result of his above request to clear up the 
situation, though he did not participate in the meeting, 
and told those present he could not because he could not 
practice law. 

RAINERI currently has no contact with I 
she having left Hurley, Wisconsin. He has not heard from 
her since June or July, 1979, and her current whereabouts 
are unknown. 

The Show Bar burned in about June or July, 1979, 
date Tinrecal led, and he does not know whether or 
not fhas filed or received an insurance claim. 

He knows the building was insured through a state insurance 
pool, established to insure tavern buildings and other 
high risk buildings which are othen^ise uninsurable. He 
has no knowledge of the cause of the fire, though he is 
aware that the fire marshal has investigated. He has heard 
rumors that MATTRELLA burned the buil ding, and that 


as I I in tne mote x. tne 5nox^ 

Bar. ! I the Show Bar 

and she told RAINERI that she was breaking even. He 
recalled that the Show Bar was closed for three weeks before 
it burned, though th a reason for its being closed for this 
period was unknown. I I house is located on 


IHurley, Wisconsin. 
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RAINERI stated that the Show Bar wa s a good 
business if it were nm rioht. hut hecaiise of I 


business difficu lties«T 
having just been I 


I had 


] 


j 


I dia not have business skills. [ 

IJACK G ASBARRIJ 
uamr yari JACKI 
which P 

RAINERI noted that JACK 6ASBARRI died of cancer of the 


[busine ss ♦ 


J 


^_ I in the 1960's after 

[took no interest in the business* 


1 and had a hard 

Wl, 

time ui 
though 

1_ 

ider^ 

__ 1 

well in spite of| | 


] 


did pretty 
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RAINERI stated that he was aware that three 
of the girls dancing at the Show Bar were pic ked up in 
a jewelry store theft in Ironwood, Michigan. I I told be 

him that these three negro females went to the diamond b7c 

shop and walked out with some rings* They were arrested 
by the Ironwood Police Department and jailed in the county 
jail in Bessemer, Michigan* One of the g irls called T I 
and told her that she wanted bail* I I was not in agree- 
iftent or supportive of them* These girls then said that 
if she did not m ^e their bail they would “squawk”[!!□ 

_I say that I [ house of prostitution 

at the Show Bar and telling them that prostitution there 
was permissable* The police told the three girls that 
they should go to the District Attorne y with their com¬ 
plaint and nothing ever came of this* I I told him that 
the FBI had questioned her about this and about the fire* 

She said she has statements that the girls exonerated her* 


RAINERI stated that a complaint could be made 
against him based upon appearances of wrongdoing by 
former Judge FRANK FASSINO* FASSINO filed 22 separate 
grievances against RAINERI with the State Bar Association, 
which culminated with RAINERI being reprimanded for three 
cases* One of these was a criminal case involving a 
procedural error, in which FASSINO alleged that RAINERI 










7 




Ml 194-35 


had signed a blank complaint* RAINERI stated that he did 
not sign a blank complaint in that ma tter* The second 
case involvinp- a Heni^ hy sher iff nemeH [ *-■■ 

DeputvT 


involved 
became involved in 


] 


oh the 
Mrs. r~ 


Jwas RAINERI's client on[ 


Ib v Mrs.T 


I 


wanted criminal complaints against Mrs.L 


or favorable divorce settlement. R AINERI dec lined to 
issue criminal complaints. He sent I I to the judge, 

then FASSI j^O. and no warrant w^ s ever issued. They 


ultimately 


RAINERI noted that his 


reprimand was a private one, not issued in public 

He also noted that complaints could occur from 
the buyers or sellers in the White Way Motel situation, 
because RAINERI backed out of loaning the m oney for its 
purchase. RAINERI wa s aware that MATTRELLA 
were the owners. One 


a dummy shareholder, made the statement that JACK owed 
him money. Shareholders a t the meeting f elt that ALEX 
RAINERI was try ing to give I H favors at that 

meeting because 


--_ , I'Jhen JACK died there 

was no w ill and there w ere no children^ and everything 
was left I \ JACK had an ex-wife and some 

I with whom he had no legal connection, 
DICKIE MATTRELLA knew who the true owners were and who 
the dummy owners were. DICK and JACK always said that 
they were the only true owners of the motel. They used 
the motel for loan guarantees on the Show Bar and other 
operations• 

Originally, when the motel was to be sold, 
the original asking price was $90,000. The buyers thought 

they could purchase the motel at $60,000, and told _ 

RAINERI they would give him an attractive interest rate 
if he could raise the money to finance it. They offered 
$60,000 for its purchase and RAINERI was to loan them 
the $60,000# RAINERI wsinted a clean deal in the purchase 
and when he did not get it he backed out# He understands 
that the motel sale went through w ithout the signature 
or participation of | 
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RAINERI stated that he is not now an officer in 
any corporation nor was he ever an officer of any corpora¬ 
tion when he was District Attorney* He has never been 
registered agent for any corporation, though he did do 
legal work to incorporate certain corporations. 

RAINERI stated that he had no knowledge if the 
Show Bar had any connections with a place in Iron River, 
Michigan, though he knows that the dancers were on a 
circuit in the northern Wisconsin, northern Michigan, 
and Minnesota vicinity, including Duluth. 


RAINERI stated that the shareholders of the 
^■Jhite Way Motel Corporation did not know that RAINERI 
was a prospective buyer in the mot el *s sale. The only 
ones who kn ow this are the buyers, I 

I I RAINERI*s interest in p urchasing the motel 

was originally stated by RAINERI to I I 

At the mot el sale meeting shareholder s arguments resulted 
in a split f 1 DICKIE MATTRELLA. 


RAINERI acknowledged that 


is agent on the liquor license at the Holiday Inn, Hurley, 
Wisconsin. He stated that when the Holiday Inn was 
built the builders were looking for a resident agent, 
though she takes no active part in affairs at the motel, 
she is paid for the use of her name as agent. RAINERI 
stated that he takes no active part in the motel’s 
operation or affairs and has no financial interest in it. 
He stated that the motel is ow ned bv Brooke Inns, an 
Illinois corporation, and Mrs. 


was arranged by one of RAINERI ^ s lawyer friends, who 


called him up and arranged for 
For this she gets $300 per year 


to be agent. 


RAINERI stated that circuit judges are required 
to file financial statements, which are public documents, 
with the State of Wisconsin Supreme Court. He stated 
that he is currently under investigation by the State 
Judicial Commission, following a written complaint being 
made that he has been practicing law while being a judge. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


TO 


SAC, MILWAUKEE (194-35) (P) 


date: 12/20/1^ 


FROM 


SA 
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subject: aLEX J. RAINERI, 

CIRCUIT JUDGE, 

HURLEY, WISCONSIN 

HOBBS ACT - PUBLIC CORRUPTION (B) 

00: MILWAUKEE 



Depattment of Motor Vehicles (DMV), Madison, 
Wisconsin, records reflect that current Wisconsin operators 
license #R560-0101-8337-08 is issued to ALEX J. RAINERI, 

DOB 9/17/18, SSAN 399-01-1145, 502 - 6th Avenue, Hurley, 
Wisconsin, a white male, 6’0'*, 200 pounds, brown eyes 
and hair, glasses. This license expires on 9/17/80 and 
is valid. Traffic record reflects that on 10/20/77 RAINERI 
was arrested for a traffic violation in the State of 
Michigan for. which he was convicted on 11/18/77. 


of 


Similar r ecords reflect that [ 


Hurley, Wisconsin, is the holder 


b6 

b7C 


of valid Wisconsi n regular drivers license 
expiring 8/3/80 



on file for[ 


State drivers license records reflect no license 


or //5/16. 


WHITNEY J. OSBOURNE, white male, DOB 9/10/27, 


b6 
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NCIC records reflected no wants in file regarding 
any of the above-listed individuals. 


[ 


On 12/5/79. residence of 


b6 
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Hurley, Wisconsin, The residence did not look to be 
currently occupied, as snow was piled in front of the 

front entrance_Observed handwritten on the garage door 

were the words _, in red crayon 

9 ^ pen. 

© Milwaukee 
TEB:ha 
( 2 ) 





Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savf 


SEARCHHl . IWnfXfp i 

SERlttCm?''— giicn.» 


DEC 201973« 


rtgrF 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Date of transcription. 


12/11/79 




of Iron County, be 
:erviewed at b7c 
le follomng in- 

-1 

resiaing at| Iwas ini 
Hurley, Wisconsin, where he furnished tl 
formation: 

_Tjaal_ 

1 

He had 


cnac* tie Deiieves that alisx KAiNiSKi, since having 
become judge, has continued to practice law on the side, 
particularly in connection with the Show Bar, operated 
by RAINERI *s | I submitted 

several complaints to the State of Wisconsin, Board of 
Attorney’s Professional Responsibility and to the Wisconsin 
State Supreme Court regarding what he believes to b^ 
unethical conduct on the part of ALEX J. RAINERI, both 
while District Attorney and after becoming County Judge. 

He advised that on November 30, 1979, the Supreme Court 
of Wisconsin. Board of Attorney’s Professional Responsi-. 
bility, I wrote 

a letter to mm relating to these complaints, stating 
that ALEX RAINERI had received a private written reprimand 
for unprofessional conduct in connection with FASSiNO’s 
complaints. This concluded that, organization’s investi¬ 
gation. I I complaints were (l), RAINERI Vhen 

District Attorney signed a blank comp laint form in 
case of the State of Wisconsin versus ! 

(2) improper conduct bv RAINERI in connAr.t-.irtn I'rihh hho 
affairs of the 1(3). improper conduct 

in connectio n with a | 

I I one of \diom was a deputy on the Iron County 

Sheriff's Department. 




,_[advised that ALEX RAINERI’s older 

brother, JOE RAINERI, was the District Attorney in Iron 
County when prostitution and vice operations operated 
wide open in Hurley, Wisconsin* JOE left the area in 
the late 1940’s, after which ALEX RAINERI came in as 
District Attorney. RAINERI’s father ran a bar in the 
first block of Silver Street in Hurley, his name still 
appearing on the building in. which that bar was housed. 


Investigation on« 12/5/79 


by. 


sa[ 


I 


Hurley, Wisconsin 


.Pile 


MT 


lhah. 


.Date dictated.^ _12/.lQ/79 
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JACK GASBARRI formerly operated the Show Bar, 
Hurley, Wisconsin, along with RICHARD MATTRELLA, now 
of Covington, Kentucky, unt il JACK*s death several y ears 
ago* After that his widow, f ~T the 

Show Bar until it burned in early 19/9, General Ad jus t- 
ment Bureau (GAB), Ironwood, Michigan^ is handling the 
insurance adjustment relating to this fire* 
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Stated that during 


he could n ot recall any prostitution 
] in Iron County Court. He 


arrests f __ 

stated that during this time ALEX RAINERI was District 
Attorney. He noted that this was a part time position, 
to which he strongly objected. He stated that this causes 
too much potential for conflict of interest on the part 
of the District Attorney, who often has to exercise a 
great deal of prosecutorial discretion. Among the items 
of improper conduct that he believed RAINERI guilty of 
was the fact that RAINERI, when part time District Attorney, 
submitted the total bills for his te lephone, both public 
and private business, to Iron CountyP | 

these bills being paid by the County. A number ot former 
and current law enforcement officers in the Iron County 
vicinity believ^ that RAINERI and Chief Deputy .Sheriff 


be trusted.[ 
Wisconsin St 
and 




ave 


a close associ ation, and ar e not to 
I suggested th at I ~l of 

ate Patrol, now in fchd 


.the 

TO 


are among tnese inaiviciuais. 


Jwisconsin, 
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I_I Stated that ALEX RAINERI was an officer 

of the corporation of the Gentile Beer Distributor in 
Hurley and may still be an officer of that corporation. 


Chicago wbo nov7 lives in 


in 


Michigan, came to 


the Hurley area and| ' * | [ 

legal incorporat ion ^0 l icense work t^as handled^ 

T5ATICIT715T ^ __ _ _ 


RAINERI. _,,_ 

seriously injuring a 


got into a fig ht in another bar. 


issue a criminal complaint against| 


¥ RAI NERI would not 


in that matter. 


Finally, current Sheriff ARTHUR CARLI was successful in 
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obtaining a disorderly conduct complaint against [ 


] 


on February 27, 1975, incorporation documents were filed 
on February 24, 1975, by ALEX RAINERI with the Secretary 
of State and were similarly filed with the Register of 
Deeds of Iron County on February 28, 1975* A complaint 
w as made t o the Bar Association Grie vance Comm ittee by 



] relating to this incident. 


Ibelieved 

A _ 


that RAINERI had a conflict of interest in this situation. 


IWisconsin Division of Consumer 
Rea; 


Complaints Rel ating to the Real Estate Board, telephone 
I handled a complaint of La Blonde Realty 
Company, Hurley, Wisconsin, relating to sale by ALEX RAINERI 
of land belonging to t he North ern Chief’s Iron Company 
of Wausau, Wisconsin. I [ asked for a criminal com¬ 

plaint from former Marathon County District Attorney 
DANIEL LA ROCQUE against Northern Chief’s. This case was 
dropped when LA ROCQUE became judge. At the time RAINERI 
sold the land for Northern Chief’s he was also Iron County 
District Attorney, preparing all of the deeds on the property 
without a real estate license, which] felt was a 

conflict of interest, - 
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noted that there ate other incidents 
involving members of the Iron County Sheriff’s Department 
and the current Iron County District Attorney PAUL STURGUL, 
of which he is critical. He stated, however, that these 
incidents do not involve ALEX J, RAINERI, He stated that 
when RA INERI became Judge, he turned over all of his legal 
work to I I 

of Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, 
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ALEX RAINERI andl 


stated that d uring the summer of 1979, 
] had a falling out, at 


b6 
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which time I I att^pted to come to FASSINO 

for assistance, I _ J however, feared that he was_ 

being ’’set up” bv RAINERI and decli ned to assist Mrs, 

I . RAINERI. He 

stated that she is now residing in California with relatives, 
and wou ld be happy to be of assistance in attempting 
to have I I furnish information to the FBI 

regarding RAINERI.- 
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L Iron County 

r • J!! A-i_ 


Sheriff's Office, Hurley, Wisconsin, advised that he 
is very familiar with RAINERI, Circuit Judge of 
Iron Countv. He knows RAINERI to have been/ \ 

* \_J X. ^ 


r“- ^ a: 

an old triend. wltn •’JACK.i^OT” GASBARRI 


husband jJ 

RAINERIr 


nd to ha ve been 

__ _^ I [ deceased 

1 is‘fami liar with the rumor tha t 

1 have I since 

TQ RATNKRl spent a lot 


jack's death, and he kno 

of time at the Show Bar. l _- . 

spending as much as three or^fcjiir evenlngg week there. 


3 pent a lot 
establishment. 


12 as mucri as three or : 
r stated that ^INERI'j 


[ 


1 believe s that[ 


] in 1979 and I 


1 ALEX 


RAINERI had a 

came to .Hurle;^_^__ _ 

During this disagreement, |-— —- |aL,i:.A 

RAINERI's car on the str eets of Hurley, Wj^SQopsj,n^— 

I I is believ ed to be\ _ / 

oFTEeTIurleyT’oTTceTJepartmeht. [ 




Jhas heard 


that a number of the members of the GASBARRI family in 
Hurley were upset with ALEX RAINERI in his dealings in 
connection with the sale of the White Way Motdj Hurley, 
feeling that they had been taken advantage of by RAINERI 
in that situation. He stated that he was aware that 
M-rc . l I was the licens e holder of the liquor license . 

at thel I but he was‘not aware of her 

exact position With that establishment. He advised that 
the person to contact in regard to th is is I -1 




3 


I 


[ 


1 advised that records of the Iron County 

—I _ - . « A A TMT ^ __ 


Sheriff’s Office are incomplete, a^jshen ART CARLI became 
sheriff several years ago he and| _\ attempted^ to 

recreate the records from the incomplete records which 
were on file* Those records reflected as follows: 
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ALBERT J. ’’BERT" STELLA, date of birth, July 7, 
1908, Iron County SO #4385, former Chief of Police at 
Hurley, Wisconsin, worked after his retirement as janitor 
at the Show Bar until it burned in early 1979* 


b6 
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JACK GASBARRI, date of birth, November ?, 1913, 
Iron County SO #171. 

Mrs. JACK GASBARRI (LOIS ?), date of birth, 
September 5, 1913, Iron County SO #169. 

JAMES GASBARRI, bom July 26, 1906, at Capistrano, 
Italy, Iron County SO #170. 
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RICHARD MATTRELLA, bora January 9, 1917, at 
Hurley, Wisconsin, Iron County SO #364. 


b6 
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WILLIAM MATTRELLA, also known as, TUCCI, 
bom December 18, 1907, Iron County SO #365, now deceased. 
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b6 

b7C 


records on file regarding f 


advised that there were no arrest 


b6 
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1 also known t 

ISt 

He stated thatl 


went to 

riicniean. ana mere stioiud hA 

rpr.n-rHQ nn F-t 1 ^ 

fin Ironwood 


garding her. 


furnished Iron County Sheriff’s 


Office criminal offense reports regarding the above-described 
individuals. 

He also furnished information relating to Iron 
County prostitution investigations, listed as follows: 


L 


■ I stated that arrests for prostitution 

were not made by the Iron County Sheriff's Department in 
recent years, but were referred to the State of Wisconsin 
Department of Criminal Investigation at Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

^ ..9^ January 31. 1978. a negro female registered 

at the Holiday Inn as\ . . . 

J home telephone number 
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- JLiUltlUd. 

A check was run with t he Aurora. Colora do. 
Police Departments determining that a\ / 


b6 
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Hegro female, had been arrested by that department for 
traffic in 1974^ 













<> 
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_ In January, 1978J I 

-1-1 b7C 

resiaence at Hurley, V'Jisconsin, euid working in prostitution 
out of the Silver Dollar, Hurley, and Holiday Inn, Hurley, 


out of the same locations i^as a I 


residence and wo 


Jjking 


L A record chec^ 


I 




ref lected that I 

for / \ Julv 25, 1969. at / - 

Iowa, tor keeping hPUSe of ill-fame and prostitution: 

November 2. 19 74. / ^ . -- 

\ \ and on D ecem ber T. 




on Uctober z/ . IV /p,I 


8e Of iii-f^ e and prostxtu 
\ lowa (?) « fort 
December 97 1974. fo r/ 

\ at\ \ Iowa , rec 


\ andr 

1 with 


. recelvine 

:iatr^ ^ 


] The most recent check 


in connection with a possible prostitution situation at 
Hurley was on March 15, 1979, when a female was checked 
determined to be driving a vehicle registered to | 


Wisconsin, 


7 


I also furnished a packet of miscellaneous 

1 T.Ti_^ „ 


notes telating to prostitution at Hurley, Wisconsin# 
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[ 


[ 


TED ERSPAMER, Chief of Police, Hurley, Wisconsin, 
advised as follows: 

. ■» 

Current Iron County Circuit Judge ALEX RAINERI 
was a very good friend of JACK ’’JACKPOT” GASBARRI, who 
has been deceased approximately two years, GASBARRI 
operated the Show Bar on Silver Street in downtown Hurley . 
Wisconsin, until his death, after whichl ^ 

___I ALEX RAINERI, who was tnen District 

Iron County, a part time* position, was at 
quite a bit in the evenings, according'to 
ERSPAMER s officers. ERSPAMER believed that this was 
before RAINERI became judge, and he stated that he was 
unaware of the frequency of RAINERI*s presence at the 
Show Bar after he bec^e judge, 

ERSPAMER stated that he 
RAINERI ’ s I- - 

-1 .fl-r -,_ \ 


b6 
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does not really know 

Y ’JACKPOT ’V5ASBARRI ’ j 
^o£ small tovTn t alk ^ 


suggesting RAINERI\_ 

ERSPAMER does not know KAlJ NtKl to be a •regnlflT* TnQTrr>->« 

—T— I .. ^ J RAINERI became judge 

and when ne was the Distric t Attorney, he probehlv 


b6 - 
b7C 


was 


7 


7 


-Jcnat KAiNUKi^ handled. ersP^rb 

Stated that t his was toward the endI\ 

^ 1Hurley, Wisc o nsin, during whic h tlmey —^t 


that he did not pnh mnrh 
_ 1 in Hurley, Wisconsin, 


7 


f-u that the Show Bar was a strip 

joint, the strippers ’’hustling for drinks” and formerly 
having been in trouble as ”B-girls”. In the pait hi h^d 
received some complaints that the girls from the Show Bar 
would take male customers to Ironwood, Michigan, after 
hours for the purposes of prostitution. On one occasion 
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he talked to ^ I a bout this^ and she stated that 

no prostitution waS' going on \ I and 

what the dancers did after hours was their own business. 
The only arrest involving employees or occupants of the 
Show Bar that ERSPAMER is aware of was an arrest in 
Ironwood, Michigan, of several girls who were staying 
upstairs above the Show Bar, these girls being arrested 
for a jewelry theft. Actually, ERSPAMER had arrested 
these woman for the Ironwood Police Department at the 
premises of the Show Bar, asking them to voluntarily go 
to Ironwood which they did. There have been no recent 
prostitution arrests in Hurley, Wisconsin, 

ERSPAMER stated that I I the 

Shov'? Bar, which was open intermittently over the last 
few years until it burned down in early 1979,_There were 


was a man name< 


he recalled was a man named I _ of Ironwood, Michigan, 

I ERSPAMER stated that 

the city of Hurley licenses bartenders, but does not license 
dancers. Mo st employees th at ERSPAMER could remember at 
the Show Bar i I three black female dancers, 

employed at the same time, ERSPAMER believed that the 
girls working in the bar ca me from Milwaukee, learning 
this in connection with the I I 

the records of which are being maintained bv the Distri ct 
Attorney as his i , , , , J 

I lhad iust started business at I I shortly before 

he! 


ERSPAMER opined that the Show Bar did not have 
much business in recent years, being outdated and directed 
to the older hunters and businessmen rather than the 
newer ski crowds which have been taking over Hurley, 
Individuals from these crowds are not interested in nude 
dancing such as was featured at the Show Bar, ERSPAMER 
checked and determined that the Show Bar b urned on April 2: 0, 

1979, _ This fire has been investigated by I 1 

for the State of Wisconsin, On 
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the next day* immediately after the fire, the walls of 
the establishment were pushed in upon the order of the 
mayor of the city of Hutley, which was handled by the 
city crew* As a result of the fire, all of the building 
collapsed into the basement except the walls, which were 
pushed in on top of the building^s remains* 


On one occasion in t ^e summer of 1979 when 


[ I ALEX RAINERI 
wanted to talk to RAINERI andT 
RAINERI» 


RAINERI's 

ightly damaged, but he made no damage claim* 


lha d 


car was 

ERSPAMER personally handled the accident, and stated that 
he could not find any report having been prepared of the 
incident. 
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ERSPAMER obtained city records relating to 
bartenders at the Show Bar for the year 1978, which 
reflected the following to have been bartenders: 




Hurley, Wisconsin 


_age 


1 

L agel 

Hurley, Wisconsin 



Hurley, Wisconsin* 


age 


Ironwood* Michig anl 


agef 


Hurley until recently sold)* 


Hurley, Wisconsin* 


Ironwood, Michigan* 


age 

age 


Ironwood, Michigan* 


age 
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ERSPAMER further advised that to run a bar the 
bar needs a city liquor license, in addition to the 
license that each bartender is required to have. Both 
such licenses are passed upon by the City Council. 


ERSPAMER sta ted that I_ I is believed 

now to be I I BURT STELLA, former Hurley Chief 


to[ 

roxice. re< 

gently came 

1 Before 

in ana nicKea up some ntiings_ 

with a| 

1 who 

is now Staving in xronwooa. 

Michigan, and 

1 and ERSPAMER 

be] 

■ieves that 

Iwrote things 

on 

lafter she left^ 1 1 was mad 

at 

_1 because he hadi 

land believed she 

hac 

11 Iwas arrested by the 


Hurley Folice Department but was never prosecuted by 
the District Attorney. 


About three or four time s before the fire that 


ultimately dest royed the Show Bar. 
Department with 


report was one day prior to the terminal fire. 


_] the Police 

J The last such 


ERSPAMER is familiar with RICHARD MATTRELLA, 
also known as, DICKIE, who viras arrested by the FBI in 
the 1950*s, and who now resides in Kentucky. He believed 
MATTRELLA operates a place in Ashland, Kentucky. MATTRELLA 
and JACK GASBARRI were partners in business in Hurley, 
Wisconsin, after which MATTRELLA went to Kentucky and 
they also owned a place in partnership. Later ’JACKPOT” 
GASBARRI stayed in Hurley, and MATTRELLA took care of 
the Kentucky place, living there. It was not known to 
ERSPAMER if MATTRELLA and GASBARRI actually split their 
assets at that time or if GASBARRI maintained an interest 
in the Kentucky properties. 

ERSPAMER advi sed that an I I is unknown 

to him. He stated that I L who now lives 

in Ironwood, Michigan, is a drunk who hung around all of 
the joints in Hurley, but he never knew her to work at 
the Show Bar. 


He is familiar with the fact that Mr 


ALEX RAINERI 






e Holiday 
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Inn liquor license in Hurley* He stated that the corporation 
owning the Holiday Inn in Hurley is from out of state, but 
has an individual from Wisconsin hold the liquor license. 

He stated that there are a few other establishments lijce 
this in Hurley. 


ERSPAMER s tated that I 
1 WHITNEY OSB? 


are unknown to him. 


Jilver Street, 
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ERSPAMER made available records of Alcohol Beverage 
License applications for Ritz Bar, Inc., or the premises 
of the Show Bar, 28 Silver Street, Hurley, Wisconsin, 


the most recent applications being for the period July 1, 
1978, - June 30 , 1978. These applications listed corpora te 
president to be l L 

Hurley, Wisconsin, I I 

Michigan; vice president whxtney jack OSBOURNE, 14 Silver 
Street, Hurley, Wisconsin, bom July 5, 1916, at Minocqua, 
Wisconsin; secretary and agent ALBERT STELLA, 9th Street, 
Hurley, Wisconsin, bom July 7, 1907, at Ironwood, Michigan, 
directors to be the above three individuals. 
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The 1976 application reflected a'corporate officer 
to be ANTON DI GIORGIO, Route 1, Hurley, Wisconsin, date of 
birth June 25, 1913, (vice president). The 1975 applica¬ 
tion reflect ed vice president, secretary, treasurer and 

agent« to bel _ I 

I_,_ I Hurley. Wisconsin . ERSPAMER advised 

that I I LOUIE GASBARRI, brother 

of "JACKPOT". LOUIE managed the T^ite Way Motel, located 
next-door to the Show Bar on Silver Street in Hurley, 
Wisconsin, until it was recently sold. "JACKPOT” GASBARRI 
was among the owners of the T-Thite Way Motel 


A further review of Alcohol Beverage License 
applications required going back to 1965 to find the 
name JACK GASBARRI, 182 - 1st Avenue South, Hurley, 
Wisconsin, as being among the officers of the Ritz Bar, Inc. 
Recent applications were notarized on May 16, 1978, and 
again on May 24, 1978, by ALEX RAINERI. 








ERSPAMER also made available application for 
liquor license for the period July 1, 1979 - June, 30, 

1980, for the Holiday Inn, under the corporate name 

BrooKe Beverages, Inc,, P, 0, Box 546, Janesville, Wisconsin, 

Corporate officers were indicated to be: 
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11/11/19 


PAUL STURGUL, District Attorney of Iron County, 
Hurley, Wisconsin, advised that he is familiar with 
ALEX RAINERI, Circuit Judge of Iron County, Wisconsin, 
before whom he regularly appears in court. He stated 
that since RAINERI has become judge he has no informa¬ 
tion regarding any political corruption or other unlawful 
activities on the part o f RAINERI. STURGUL advise d 

that he is familiar with I L _. 

I I who was I I 

of ALEX RAINERI. I I Show Bar located 

on Silver Street in downtown Hurley, which STURGUL de¬ 
scribed as '’Hurley’s last cat house.” STURGUL advised 
that BERT STELLA was the registered agent for the Ritz 
Bar, corporate name of the Show Bar. STURGUL stated 
that he has never had a complaint of prostitution come 
before him since he became District Attorney January 1, 
1978. He stat§d he has never had any formal complaints 
regarding the Show Bar. 


A partner of ___ 

JACK GASBARRI, in the Show Bar and other business opera- 
tibns was a RICHARD HATTRELLA, who also operated the 
Galaxy Bar in Newport, Kentucky. STURGUL stated that he 
is aware that MATTRELLA has been arrested a number of 
times, including having a conv iction for white slave 
trafficking. _MATTRELLA has an 




_from Chicago, who continues to reside 

in Hurley. MATTRELLA was convicted following the same_ 
Federal g rand jury investigat ion in 197 3 in which [ 


er. 
J w 


resides at 


r 


s also co nvicted. [ 


hind the att empt of 
town Hurley,[ 


] who currently 


] 


Wisconsin, wa s believed to be be- 

] to open a ba r in do\ina- 


J acting as a front man for 


It was mentioned in the Hurley City Council that 
wants to set up a cat house in Hurley. 


STURGUL stated that he would cooperate in any 
way with an FBI investigation involving Judge ALEX RAINERI 
and political corruption in Iron County. 
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Identification Record Request 

FD.9 (Rev. 4-28-65) 


INSTRUCTIONS 

This form may be submitted in legible hand printing. 5. j 


2, Use separate form for each individual on whom 
record is requested, 

3, Make effort to furnish FBI identification number, 
law eriforcement identification number, or 
military service number, 

4, Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
_ only when FBI number not available. 


3, Indicate office for reply in lower right corner 
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices 
which should receive copies of available records. 
Include carbon of FD~9 for each office receiving 
copies and forward with original to Bureau, 

6, Do not fill in block in lower left corner. 


To: DIRECTOR, FBI Attention: Identification Division 

/ 4 c 7 ' ' foe 




Furnish T^ Known Ident 


Aliases w 


(ON _ Field File No, 

f^^tion Record of the Following: 

'FBI No. _ 

'Other No. 


Sex I Race 


Height Weight 


Birth Date Blr^i(lace 4 

tv/ JWT-Zf ffv, kj/6 


|Halr Eyes 


iBesld^ce 


I Complexion 


l^/c. 


Fingerprint Classification 

Also Furnish: 

I I Photo 

I ) Fingerprints 

I I Handwriting Specimens 


Identification Division's Reply 
basf^^^f in 


Scars* marks and tattoos 


On basf^^of information furnished, 
unaW® to identify: 


.uj4iJlets' _ 


Criminal 

Files 


Civil 

I I Files 


All 

I I Files 


Send Copies To: 


I I Record Attached 

I I Photo Attached 

I I Photo Not Available 

I I Fingerprints Attached 

I I Handwriting Specimen Attached 




f ? 1-5_2! 
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SERIALKEDJi:£l.nL£D— 


JAN 41979 
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— 




ILocationr' 


I, 


, having been 


informed of my constitutional right imt to have a search made of 

t^e premises hereinafter mentioned vllhout a search warrant and 
% 

of my right to refuse to consent to such a search, hereby authorize 

, and 


—TT- 

_QikaiL_„ 


, Special Agents 


of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States Department 
of Justice, to conduct a complete search of my premises located 
at 



These agents arc authorized by me to take from my premises any 


letters, papers, materials or other property which they may desire. 
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CLASSIFICATION: 
a TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

a CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
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Date—klllL^ 


FM MILWAUKEE (194-35) P 
TO CINCINNATI ROUTINE 
LOS ANGELES ROUTINE 
LOUISVILLE ROUTINE 
BT 



0/3 

otf 


UNCLAS 

ALEX J. REINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, HURLEY, WISCONSIN; HOBBS ACT - 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION. 

RE MILWAUKEE TELEPHONE CALL TO LOUISVILLE (COVINGTON RA) 
JAN. 9, 1980. 

FOR INFO CINCINNATI, CAPTIONED JUDGE UNDER INVESTIGATION IN 
CONNECTION WITH HIS ACTIVITIES BEHIND THE SCENES ASSISTING IN 
OPERATION OF THE SHOW BAR, HURLEY, WISCONSIN, A NUDE DANCING BAR 
AND KNOWN FOR PROSTITUTION, 


JACK "JACKPOT" GASBARRI WHO FOUNDED THE CLUB, 
IS NOW RESIDING IN LOS ANGELES AND IS FURNISHING EXTENSIVE INFO 
TO LOS ANGELES AGENTS INDICATING THAT REINERI HANDLED OPERATIONS 
OF BAR AFTER JACKPOT’S DEATH, INCLUDING TRAVELING TO VARIOUS 


TEB/d'ts 
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Facsimile • “ □ Priority □ SECRET 

-1_ D Routine □ CONFIDENTIAL 

a UNCLAS E F T 0 
□ UNCLAS 



PAGE TWO MI 194-35 UNCLAS 

LOCATIONS TO PICK UP DANCERS/PROSTITUTES AND SKIMMING CASH FROM 
DAILY RECEIPTS. | ~1 HAS ALSO ADVISED THAT REINERI HAS .AT 

LEAST ONE STOLEN TELEVISION IN HIS HURLEY RESIDENCE, OBTAINED 
AROUND 1973 FROM RICHARD MATTRELLA, OWNER OF GALAXIE CLUB, 
NEWPORT, KENTUCKY. | ~| ADMITTED ALSO POSSESSING SIMILAR 

STOLEN TELEVISION GIVEN TO JACKPOT BY MATTRELLA AND FOR COOPERA¬ 
TING TOWARD OBTAINING SEARCH WARRANT FOR REINERI’S RESIDENCE. 

CONTACT WITH COVINGTON RA REFLECTED THAT ON MARCH 6, 1973, 
U.S. MAGISTRATE ROBERT C. CETRULO, COVINGTON, KENTUCKY, ISSUED 
SEARCH WARRANT FOR GALAXIE CLUB SEEKING UNDETERMINED NUMBER OF 
MOTOROLA QUASAR COLOR TELEVISIONS STOLEN FROM A PENN CENTRAL 
RAILROAD CAR AT CINCINNATI, OHIO, BETWEEN JAN. 28, 1973, AND. 

FEB. 10, 1973, STOLEN WHILE TRAVELING IN INTERSTATE SHIPMENT. 
SEARCH RESULTED IN LOCATION OF NUMEROUS STOLEN TELEVISIONS AND 
ELECTRONIC ITEMS IN MATTRELLA'S POSSESSION BUT ABOVE QUASARS NOT 
LOCATED. SUBSEQUENT INVESTIGATION INDICATED MATTRELLA WAS TRANS¬ 
PORTING STOLEN ITEMS TO HURLEY, WISCONSIN. 

CINCINNATI REVIEW FILES AND OBTAIN EXACT DESCRIPTIONS, MODEL 
AND SERIAL NUMBERS AND DETAILS OF THEFT, AND FURNISH THESE, 
INCLUDING PERTINENT FD-302'S AND COPY OF ORIGINAL THEFT REPORTS 
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PAGE THREE MI 194-35 UNCLAS 
VIA FACSIMILE TO MILWAUKEE. 

LOUISVILLE AT COVINGTON. ASSIST CINCINNATI IN LOCATION OF 
ABOVE REQUESTED DOCUMENTS. 

_IF POSSIBLE IN INTERVIEWS OF 

I OBTAIN SWORN WRITTEN STATEMENT TO HER KNOWLEDGE OF 

b7C 

REINERI'S POSSESSION OF STOLEN TELEVISION(S) AND FURNISH VIA 
FACSIMILE TO MILWAUKEE FOR POSSIBLE ATTACHMENT TO SEARCH WARRANT 
COMPLAINT. 

BT 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


Per 


(Number) 


(Time) 
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FM CINCINNATI C194-64)<RUC) . ’ 

TO MILWAUKEE C194-35) ROUTINE 
LOUISVILLE ROUTINE, 

* « 

BT 

UNCLaS 

ALEX J, REINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, HURLEY, WISCONSIN; HOBBS 

act - PUBLIC CORRUPTION; 00* MILWAUKEE 

\ 

RE MILWAUKEE TEL DATED JANUARY 15, 1980. 

FOR INFORMATION OF MILWAUKEE AND LOUISVILLE, INDICES' 

CHECK ON ALEX J. REINERI, RICHARD MATTRELLA, JACK GISBARRI, 

. _, ' ' ' 

I and THE THEFT OF MOTOROLA QUASAR TELEVISION 

SETS FROM A PENN-CENTRAL RAILROAD CAR IN CINCINNATI, 

BETWEEN JANUARY 28, 1973, AND FEBRUARY 10, 1973, PROVED 

negative. . . , 

UNLESS advised TO THE CONTRARY, CINCINNATI WILL CONDUCT 
NO* FURTHER INVESTIGATION. 

BT ' • * ‘ 
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* I 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


, . 1/16/80 

Date Ot 


On January 15. 198 0. RICHARD MATTRELLA advised 
Special Agent^ ^ as follows: ^>6 

'-' b7C 

In early 1973, an FBI search v/arrant was served 
on RICHARD MATTRELLA at Newport, Kentucky, At about that 
time, llATTRELLA purchased fifteen nineteen used colored 
television sets which he said he knew were stoleh when 
purchased. He stated intent for them to be used in the 
White Way Motel, Hurley, Wisconsin, in which he was a p artner 
with tjACK "JACKPOT” GASBARRI. GASBARRI, accompanied bv I I t>6 

_;_I brought the stolen television sets to Hurley, Wisconsin, 

in his station wagon. As there were more than would fit in 
the station wagon, they were accompanied by an individual 
from Kentucky, driving a U-Haul truck carrying the remainder. 

Shortly after arrival in Hurley, JACKPOT heard about some 
heat regarding the television sets and disposed of them, 
never using them in the motel. GASBARRI told this individual 
that he had given two of these stolen television sets to 
ALEX RAINERI, then District Attorney of Iron County, Wisconsin. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
it and Its contents are not to he distributed oufsidh your agency. 
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Date January 22, 19^ 0 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI (194-359) 

ATTENTION: WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION 

FROM; SAC, MILWAUKEE (194-00) 

SUBJECT; CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS 
QUARTERLY SURVEY 


6/18/79; 


Re Bureau airtels to Albany dated 3/27/79 and 
Milwaukee airtel to Bureau dated 10/12/79. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are three copies each 
of a Public Corruption Survey, First Quarter, Fiscal Year 
1980, which pertains to the following cases; 


HOBBS ACT - CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS 
00; MILWAUKEE 
MIfile 194-11 
BUfile 194-386 


3 - BUREAU (194-359) (Ends. 24) (AM) (RM) 
LO - MILWAUKEE 

1 1 - 194-00) ,- — 

1 - 194^18) 

1 - 194-11) 

1 - 194-26) 

1 - .194-27) 

1 - 194-30) 

1 - 194-33) 

1 - 194-34) 

1 - 194-35S 

1 - ,194-36) 1-—-- 

Sr J 


Approved: 
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b6 
b7C 

TY DEVELOPMENT 
TECHNICAL SERVICES DIVISION; 

NORTffl^ESTERN WRECKING AND LUMBER COMPANY - VICTIM; 

HOBBS ACT - CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS (D) 

00: MILWAUKEE 
MIfile 194-26 

UNSUBS; 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 

BUREAU OF QUALITY COMPLIANCE FOR NURSING HOMES 
HEARTHSIDE NURSING HOME 
BROWN DEER, WISCONSIN; 

HOBBS ACT - CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS (D) 

00: MILWAUKEE 
MIfile 194-27 



HOBBS ACT - CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS (B) 
00: MILWAUKEE 
MIfile 194-30 
BUfile 194-921 



00: MILWAUKEE 
MIfile 194-33 



-2- 





MI 194-00 


UNSUB; 

CAPTAIN 



00: MILWAUKEE 
MIfile 194-34 

ALEX J. RAINERI 
CIRCUIT JUDGE 
HURLEY, WISCONSIN; 

HOBBS ACT - CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS (B) 

00: MILWAUKEE 
MIfile 194-35 
BUfile 194-1122 

b6 

b7C 


HOBBS ACT - CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS (B) 
00: MILWAUKEE 
MIfile 194-36 


-3*- 








• 9 


PUBLIC CORRUPTION SURVEY 
FIRST QUARTER FISCAL YEAR 1980 


TITLE 


ALEX J. RAINERI 
CIRCUIT JUDGE 
HURLEY, WISCONSIN; 

HOBBS ACT - CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS (B) 
00: MILWAUKEE 

FILE NUMBER 

MI 194-35 
BUfile 194-1122 

IDENTITY OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND POSITION HELD 


Alex J. Raineri 
Circuit Judge 
Hurley, Wisconsin 

LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT 


County 
DATE CASE OPENED 


November 6, 1^79 

DATE COMPLETION OF INVESTIGATION ANTICIPATED 
June 1, 1980 . 

SUCCINCT SUMMARY OF FACTS AND STATUS OF INVESTIGATION 

- 1 Circuit Judge Raineri*s i 

I Jack "Jackpot" Gasbarri from Hurley's infamous era of 
gambling and prostitution. 

During the time that Raineri has served as part-time 
District Attorney for 18 years, and as Circuit Judge for the past 
2 years, he has also been the behind-the-scenes operator of the 
"Show Bar," corporately known as the "Ritz Bar, Inc., a nude 
dancing'establishment in which the dancers were also prostitutes. 


b6 

b7C 


J 







b6 

b7C 


• 9 


^ _ I The Show Bar Was destroyed 

under suspicious circumstances in April, 1979; however, no insur¬ 
ance claim has ever been filed. 

Raineri has allegedly been involved in operating decisions 
of the business. I I Raineri on judicial 

functions, which trips were alleged to have also been used to trans- 
port prostitutes to the Show Bar. Raineri also "chaired** a meeting 
of stockholders in the White Way Motel, where reported acts of 
prostitution are supposed to have taken place. Raineri is also 
supposed to possess stolen merchandise, including a television 
set. 

RESULTS OF PROSECUTION 
None. 

AREA OF IMPACT 

None to date. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


furnished the 


Lowing information: 


As a realtor, he listed for sale the property 
consisting of the White Way Motel located at 100 Silver 
Street, Hurley, initially listing this property for 
sale for $90,000. At the request of White Motel 
Corpora tion President RICHARD MATTRELLA, in 1978 

I did an appraisal of the VThite Way Motel and 
assisted shareholders of the corporation at arriving 
at this sales figure. The White Way Motel was ultimately 
sold for $66,500 to Interstate Projects Corporation, a 
Wisconsin corporation -locally represented bv l I 

I_[ The sale contract was dated 

March 28, 1979, which was the date of their offer to 
purchase at this amount, and the sale was closed on 
June 21, 1979, all dealings being concluded on July 25, 
1979. There was no indication of financing in the 
offer to purchase. After all of the corporate bills 
were paid, the c orporation rece ived $29,577.14 which 
was forwarded to | I, Ironwood, M ichigan, 

I , , I Though 

the sale was discussed with several othe rpotent ial 
buyers, some of whom examined the motel, I I was 

not awar e of any other actual offers to purchase. On 
the sale I I earned a commission, having listed 

the property exclusively in the Hurley area, though 
another broker in Milwaukee also had listed it at the 
same price. The asking price was never lower ed, a 
lower offer to purchase was simply accepted. | ] 

attended two meetings of the shareholders of the White 
Way Motel Corporation, one to approve the sale and 
another annual meeting. He was present at their meeting 
on April 23, 1979, when the offer to purchase was accepted 
by the corporate shareholders. He has a copy of minutes 
of this meeting approving the sale. At I I insistence 

an attorney was present at the meeting, whom they had 
retained to represent them in the sale. 



f 


TW$ docurnent contains neUt>er recorrtniendatfons nor conclusions of the FBI, It )s the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Regarding the sale of the White_Way 
|no dealings whatsoever with AL^EX . J ?. I^AINERI» 

Circuit Judge of Iron County, Wisconsin. |_ 

one time asked RAINERI how he could get i« with 

I one of the stockholders of White Way, 
whom he wai~lia^ving tro uble contacting. At that time 

^Hurley, Wiscon sin, though she 

has since left.—ROTERI stated that ^_,_ I was 

unlisted and flid not particularly assist)_ | la 

contacting her. I ■ ■ |the ^eeting to 

anprove the sale, though] [had sent her a registered 


Relating to the $29 ,577.14 disbursed,[ ^ | 

was present at another meeting but did not participate 
following a fire that consumed the Show Bar located 
next door to the White Way Motel. At that meeting 
RICHARD MATTRELLA claimed that the White Way Motel had 
experienced smoke damage from the fire, and he had 
turned in a claim to the insurance company in the 
amount of. $3,800 for these damages. MATTRELLA hoped 
to collect this claim either personally or by the 
stockholders of the White Way Motel Corporation. This 
was aft er the acceptance of the offer to purchase, and 
I advised.MATTRELLA that the purchaser had the 
right to claim any damages collected ra ther ..,. tha n 

MATTRELLA or the original corporation'. |_J asked 

for a letter from MATTRELLA which MATTRELLA signed 
signing over the rights to collect any damages to the 
purchaser. No damages were ever collected, and it was 

not really a legitimate claim. I_[stated he was not 

present when the disbursements of the $29,577.14 were 
made. He stated that he does not have the minutes book 
of the meetings of the White Way Motel Corporation and 
had no idea who might have such a b<?ok^—The attorney 

for the motel corporation was|_|of Ironwood, 

Michigan. 

I advised that ALEX RAINERI did represent 
JACK GASBARRI prior to GASBARRI *. A - dp . nth and continued — 
to furnish legal representation |_ 
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jack’s death. He had no knowledge whether or not this 
legal representation terminated upon RAINERI-'s becoming 
Iron County Circuit Judge. 

I furnished copies of the following: 

3d7C 

Minutes of annual meeting of the Board of 
Directors of VThite Way Motel, Inc. on April 23 , 1979. 

Minutes of annual meeting of shareholders, 

White Way motels, Inc. also held on April 23, 1979. 

Resolution of White Way Motels, Inc. to sell 
the motel property, April 23, 1979. 












MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF WHITE WAY MOTELS/ INC. 


The annual meeting of the -Board of Directors of White Way 
Motels, Inc. for the year 1979 was held at Hurley, Wisconsin on April 
23, 1979 at 11:10 A.M., pursuant to written notice sent to all of 
the Stockholders and Director^ and annexed to the minutes of this 
meeting. 


Present were 


Mattrella. 


the following Directors, namely: I I 

I Lois Gasbarri. Absent was Richard 


b6 

b7C 


By unanimous vote the following persons were elected to 
the offices indicated to hold office immediately and e xpiring on 
April 30, 1980, to-wit: Richard MattreXla, president; ! I 

I \ Lois Gasbarri, secretary-treasurer. 

The above officers then ratified and confirmed the action • 
taken by the Stockholders held immediately prior to confirm the sale 
of the motel real and personal property. In the absence o f president 
' Richard Mattrella said I J Lois ■ 

Gasbarri as secretary-treasurer were authorized to sign the required 
legal documents, namely a Warranty Deed and Bill of Sale. 


There being no further business to come before the meeting, 
the same was adjourned. 


APPROVED: 


‘ lilS %A 


, 7 /’ b6 

y'' _ b7C 

GASBARRI, Secretary 
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RESOLUTION 

BE IT RESOLVED; That White Way Motels, Inc. sell the Motel 
property described as Lots 6, 7 and east one-half of Lot 8, 
Block 8, of the Original Plat of the City of Hurley, Wisconsin, 
including the personal property used in the operation of said 
motel business, for the total sun* of $66,500.00, subject to a 
Security Agreement with the Gogebic National Bank,- Ironwood, 
Michigan for ten television sets. Loan Number 98377—5 in the 
amount of $2,028.86, and that the Vice President and 
Secretary of said Corporation be authorized to sign the 
Warranty Deed and Bill of Sale conveying said property to 
Interstate Projects Corporation, Inc., Hurley, Wisconsin. 

■ l 


The foregoing resolution is a true and correct copy of action 
taken by more than a two-thirds majority of the Stockholders 
•present at a meeting of White Way Motels, Inc., held in 
Hurley, Wisconsin on April 23> 1979. 
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WHITE WAY MOTELS, 


f 

INC’. 


MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS 


I 

i 


The annual meeting of Shareholders of White Way Motels, inc., 
for the year 1979 was held at the office of the corporation at Hurley, 
Wisconsin on Monday, April 23, 1979 at 10:30 A.M., pursuant to written 
notice served upon the Stockholders and annexed to the minutes of this 
meeting. 


a major 
namely 


Present were the following Shareholders, being the owners of 
jnri fcv of the outstandinc shares, a nd constituting a quorum, 

Ly: [ 


nrovv wi=>re as follows;" 


those not present but re- 


nis proxy, i_ 

-^-r 


ILQis GasiD< 


•Richard Mattrell a (62 shares) 

by his proxy. 


b6 

by b7c 


by his proxy 




] 


Total number of shares represented - 217. 


Those not represente d personally or by proxy v/ere as follows: 

^James Gasbarri, deceased, (50 shares). _ 


Total outstanding shares are j35. 


b7C 


Also present for the meeting were 


/Louis 


b6 

b7C 


L 


Gasbarri, Motel Manager. 


In the absence^of the president 
moved b y Lois Gasbarri and seconded 


Richard Mattrella, it was 


be appointed to act as Chairman of the meeting and tnat Mr 


b6 

b7C 


act as iTGcording sGcretary o£ said niGGting. This luotion 
passed unanimously by those present or by proxy on roll call by the 


Acting Chairman. 


It was 


further moved by Lois Gasbarri and seconded by be 

"fthat the reading of the minutes of the last annual b7c 
meeting on June 27, 1978 be waived, and further that notice of this 


meeting by placed on file together with any proxy statements for those 
not present. Motion unanimously passed. 

There was a discussion about electing new Directors and 
Officers for the ensuing year. By unanimous vote, the following 
persons were elected Directors, to hold office until the next annual oo 
meeting of Shareholders, or until the^ elfict i on and qualifications of —^ c 
their successors: Richard Mattrella, 
and Lois Gasbarri. 


-1 


I 

3 

1 

j 
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Mr « I I gave a report concerning tentative sale i=6 

of the real and personal property of the corporation to Interstates 
Projects Corporation/ Inc., of Hurley/ Wisconsin. The total sales 
price/ subject to approval of the Shareholders was $66/500.00 subject 
to closing costs and expenses as shown on the closing statement leav¬ 
ing a balance due the corporation of $60/627.00. There were certain 
outstanding current obligations to creditors estimated to April 30/ 

1979 in the total sum of $7/126,81 which would be paid from the 
proceeds of sale. In addition/ the Chicago Title Insurance Company 
will issue title insurance in the amount of $65/000.00 for a premium 
of $356.75. A proposed resolution to sell the motel property was read 
to the Stockholders/ and a copy of said resolution is attached and made 
a part of these minutes. 

A motion was made by Lois Gasbarri and seconded]_j _ b6 

I that the sale of the corporate motel property be consummated b7c 
as outlined bv I I A r oll call vote was taken and the results 

as follows: I n voted yes (50 vo tes); Richard Mattrella 

by proxy vot^ yes f62 votes): I I by pr oxy voted yes (5 0 

votes); I 1 bv proxy voted yes (40 votes); 

by his Attorney in Fact vote d ves (15 votes). Those n ot present and 
not voting were as follows: I James 

Gasbarri/ deceased/ (50 votes). Results: Yes-217/ Not voting-118. 

There being more than two-thirds majority of the Stockholders present, 
the motion to sell the corporate property was approved. The appropriate 
officers, namely the vice-president and secretary were authorized to 
sign a .Deed and Bill of Sale to consummate the transaction. 

A brief discussion followed concerning the payment of any 
other outstanding expenses of the business prior to transfer to the 

new owne rs. A motion b y Lois Gasbarri seconded j_ _j 

that Mr. I I be authorized to deduct and pay all necessary 

outstanding expenses of said business up to the date of closing, and 
that the balance be paid to the corporation to be deposited in escrow 
at the First National Bank of Ironwood, Michigan in an interest bear¬ 
ing account. The said funds remaining on hand over and above that 
needed to defray necessary expenses shall be held in said account un¬ 
til further meeting or action by the Directors. 

The Stockholders meeting adjourned at 11:05 A.M. 



^ ^ v^’ c. e rz-c . 

LOIS GASBARRI, Secretary-Treasurer 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


the following information: 


J, furnished 


He handled the accounting work for the Show 
^ coT'porate name Ritz Bar, Inc., Hurley, Wisconsin, 
obtaining it among other it among other accounts from 

an acco untant named_ from Ironwood when 

I I moved ' from the area approximately four years_ 

ago. The Show Ba r was among approximately 20 of | 
clinets purchased | | . At that time the Show Bar's 

owner JOHN 6ASBARRI, also known as JACKPOT, was still 
living, though he had cancer and was dyi ng. He lived 
for approximately one year while r~ I ha ndled thf^. 

Show Bar’s accounting, and after his death!I 


_ l and 

was I II I had a 

hard time getting ] 

I in ahout the beginnin g of 
1978, they had| I turned 

over to r--- 

This included theI |as 

well as the Show Bar‘s dally accounting work. 

I 1 knows ALEX RAINERI of Hurley, currently 

Circuit Judge of Iron County, Wisconsin. He never had 
any direct personal contact with RAINERI, though he 


Motel. RAINE 

RI was at both locations in order 1 

1 1 


, all or these instances being after JACKPOT 


death. Before that time I 1 only dealt directly v/ith 

JACKPOT and had no conn ection at all w ith RAINERI. When 
JACK died, ALEX RAINERI I I in straightening 

out jack’s estate,and after ward in the operation of 


the Show Bar. On occasion,]_j would [ 

pay certain bills or t o take care of certain 
I Iwould be to l _ 

ALEX. I I was unaware of whether RAINEl^ 

I but he ( 


lefiniteT^ 


was aware of the daily business of the Show Bar. 


investjgatfon on. 


12/18/79 


Ironwood, Michigan 


MI 194-35 



Date dictated _ 12 / 2 


Tills document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the PBK U Is the property of the FBI and fs loaned to your agency; 
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has heard that RAINERI has| |to Milwaukee 

in order to pick up girls t or the Show Bar. This mav 
be known to| k JAC KPOT's I I 

1.^ ^ \ an employee of the Show 

Bar lor many years.All of these individuals may be 
reluctant to furnish this information, but it is general 
knowledge in the community. 


I n for the White Way 

Motel Corporation until it was sold in the summer of 
1979. This was after the demise of the Show Bar in a 
fire about May or June, 1979. In about June, 1978, or 
slightly before, the .decision was made to sell the 
White Way Motel. This was made at a shareholders 
meeting at the White Way Motel in which ALEX RAINERI 
was in attendance and had a court repo rter com e to the 
motel to take minutes of the meeting. I | was not 

in attendance at this meeting but has since attended 
a couple of stockholders meetings where this was men- 
tioned. RAINERI was present at 1979 meetings to 
I I and was an active participant in 

such meetings. He is aware that RAINERI*s participation 
in the White Way Motel Corporation meetings is not 
found on the minutes as recorded by the court reporter, 
though RAINERI is once referred to in these minutes. 

LOUIE GASBARRI or RICHARD MATTRELLA may have the minute 
book for the White Way Motel Corporation; the June, 1978, 
meeting minutes are recorded in the office of the Register 
of Deeds at the courtho use in Hurley. These were filed 
there by I | > At these meetings ALEX RAINERI 

was—in favor of the sale of the motel and wag 
_I to go along with t -h. \ 

I To the best of I ~ 

Knowledge, RAINERI was not a stockholder. Those stock- 
holders, all of whom should appear in the minute book, 
were | | ; DICK MATTRELLA, who resides in 

Kentucky and was boss; LOUIE GASBARRI; JACKPOT; JACKPOT's 
deceased father: LOIS fiASRARRT t - 1 
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During the early period they were talking about 
the sale, there were n o prospective buyers, though later 

I obtained such buyers, and Attorney 
I of Ironwood represented the White Way Motel. 

I has heard that the buyers started to negotiate 
with ALEX RAINERI regarding the purchase of the White 
V7ay Motel j as RAINERI was reportedly going to finance 
their purchase. These buyers have a lot of other 
businesses, though not a lot of capital. The sale was 
going along well, and these people were not negotiating 
with a bank, so apparently their financing was assured. 
There was then a delay because they ha d-to negotiate 
with a bank for financing, and | | heard that ALEX 

RAINERI had backed out of financing their project. 

I I has heard, though he cannot prove, that RAINERI 

called these buyers to let them know that the motel 
was for sale for around $65,000. The starting price 
for the sale had been over $100,000, and on the real 
estate market it started at around $90,000. The sale 
was ultimately dropped to around $65,000, which was 
a good deal for a 20 unit motel, tho ugh it needed wor k. 

_ has heard that RAINERI called L 

the ultimate buyer to tell him when it reached $65,000. 

At the meetings of the White Way Motel Corporation, 

RAINERI said that they should sell because the place 
was not making a profit and needed renovations to -make 
money. Because of this, they might as well sell^t 
rather than embark on these renovations. He favored ^ 
a sale if a buyer could be found. RAINERI was not 
supposed to be practicing law, but he has always been 

while JACKPOT had been alive. I I did not think 

that KAINERI had used his position as judge to influence 
the sale of the motel to the new buyers• There was 
some haggling at the stockholders meetings over who 
were true stockholde rs. JACK^s first wife > LOIS GASBARRI, 
was there as a proxy | | 


As 


for the V/hite Way Motel, 


could say that the company was legitimately not 


making money, which he could prove by the last tax return 
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of August 31, 1979. When JACKPOT died, MCK MATTRELLA 
was still in prison, and from that time on there had 
been no management or direction to the operation of 
the motel. There V 7 as no advertising to get customers. 
At one meeting of the stockhold ers whil e ALEX RAINERI 
was judge, both he and Attorney I I were pre sent. 

These were not public meet ings. At one meeting I I 
I I but ALEX RAINERI was there 


I I stated that both were very interes ting 

companies to work for. He did the||for 
the Show Bar in the name Ritz Bar, inc. on December 31, 

1975, which was signed by I I When JACKPOT 

had been livi ng he had signed all corporate papers, 
and afterward | |corporate papers. The 

taxes r equired a signature of an officer of the corporation. 

I did not know who the officers of the Ritz Bar 
Corporation were and stated that he has n ever heard of 
or met ALBERT STELLA, ! I WHITNEY OSBOURNE. 

I 1 examined his records and stated that these records 

do show ALBERT STELLA on both the Michigan and Wisconsin 
domestic annual and corporate reports of 1976, showing 

him as President with an address of 224 Carv Road, _ 

Hurle y. These records also r eflect the I I 

to be I L Wisconsin, and I I 

II {stated that he does know 

I LOUIS 

GASBARRI. I noted that the names JOHN GASBARRI, 

I RICHARD MATTRELLA are not present on 

corporate records, though he conducted all o f his busi ness 
regarding the corp oration with JACK GASBARRI 
I I stated that he thinks JACK GASBARRI 

must have had a will b ecause he knew he was dying for 
about a year. I stated that he does not know if 

such a will actually existed or what the terms of it 
were. 


I advised that he does not know ALEX 
RAINERI to be a member of any corporation that he has 
done accounting for. He stated that he is unaware of 
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who supplied the liquor for the Show Bar but stated that 
records of this should exist in the disbursement s journal, 
or this may be kn own 'tpl I of 

Ironwood, to whom I I decided to take the corporate 
accounting business some time between March and December 

of 1976._He noted that all bills were paid by JACK or 

-1 Both the Show Bar and the White Way 

Motel did their banking at the First National Bank, 
Ironwood. 
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follows: 


I Michigan 


advised as 


He 


for 


the Show Bar, corporate name Ritz Bars, Inc., 28 Silver 
Street, Hurley, Wisconsin, for approximately the three 
years of 1976-1979. In early 1979, possibly two months 
before the fire which destroyed the Show Bar, the business 
experienced problems with sales tax, un employment t ax.> 
and Wisconsin state licuor inspectors. I I 

_|in 1978 and 

J knew to be Circuit 


1979 was ALEX RAINERI, whomi 

T'- - Ji__ ^ ^_ ^_»_ • _ __ 


Judge of Iron County, Wisconsin. 


In Fe bruary. 1979, [ 


with ALBERT STELLA, who also worked at 
the Show Bar, and they pi cked u p almost all of the 
records of the S how Bari I I was not satisfied with 


that 


] had prepared and said that 


ALEX RAINERI was going to redo thes e as RAINERI had 

there were more deductions| I than 


those listed by[ 


] stated that in preparing 


this income tax, he had included all of the legally 
permissable deductions. He did not submit her 1978 
income tax return, though he maintains his wor k copy 
as it was prepared prior to turning it over to I I at 
this time. 


In late 1978, Mrs. 
_ the daily record s 

the Show Bar. At that time 


to [ 


t 


eets of the bu siness at 

]ALEX RAINERI 


was ha ndling this record keeping. In both 1978 and 1979, 
I I had talked with RAINERI on the telephone and was 


aware from these conversations that RAINERI was, in fact, 
doing the daily business records. When RAINERI fi rst 
started doing the daily work sheets, he telephoned I I 
and asked why they were not in balance, saying that he 
could not make heads or tails out of them and asking 


if he was trying to hide something. At about that 
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irime f 


had stated that 


_ , the Show Bar, one from Huriev and one from 

Minneapolis♦ She wanted|^and was 


the way A LEX RAINE RI had told her. 


At this time she questioned [ 1 method of record 

h^^ping and stated, that sh e did not want | | to do 

It was I I opinion -hha-f 


way L 


stated ! I of RAINERI, portrayed 

A more rayorapie picture of the business to potential 
buyers than was accurate. DICK MAT1 ; reli.A. owner of the 

was also a share- 


White Way Motel in Hurley [ 


holder in the Ritz. f 


snow Bar. [ 


J felt that MATTRELLA was 
Exorbitant price for the 


$120,000 for the Shov; Bar, 


attempting to sell it without a realtor. At this same 
time t he VThit e Way Motel was in the process of being 
sold. I I suspected that there may have been some 
type of collusion in the works on the sales both pro¬ 
perties . 


Though 


business checks on 


- I I V/H 

the corporate account at the First National Bank. Ironwood 

1__I I - ' 


she did not know how tof_ 

capable in this area._SmU 


1 and was not 


a profitable business, and[ 


i The Show Bar was not 
^was unsure where l~ I 


was getting the money to pay the girls who danced ■t’'hPT>P 

TO- ^ J j-.**_I 


It appeared that f __ 

I from the White Wav 
Morei corporation, and this may have been the reason 
that MATTRELLA wanted her to sell. The building which 
housed the Show Bar was not well kept, the rooms upstairs 
needing considerable i mprovement. The girls dancing at 
the Show Bar were paid j j a combination of check 

and cash. For tax purposes they were self-employed, and 
they were suppo sed to pay their own taxes as none were 

TaTTH I I 4-a 4-W .j _a r*_ • 


withheld. When 
Security for th< 
understood it.T 
what led to 
books. 


tried to withhold taxes and Social 


dancers, accord ing to the law as he 

J and this was, in part. 


ALEX RAINERI taking over doing the 
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_I_I_I Show Bar on 

_|to handle business. On a 

number of these occasions he saw ALEX RAINERI at the 
Show Bar, though he was unsure if this was after RAINERI 
became judge or beforehand, when RAINERI was a practicing 
attorney an d part- time District Att orney of Iron Coun ty. 
Wisconsin. I I also had to go to] |on 

_ _ though he could not recall ever 

naving seen ALEX RAII^RI there. On several occasions 

_|to ALEX RAINERI's office on Silver 

Street to handle corporate business, this being before 


RAINERI becam e a judge. R egarding daily operations of 
the Show Bar, | | primarily with I 

and ALEX RAINERI. He never had a stockholder list for 
Ritz Bars, Inc., though he knows DICK MATTRELLA to be 
a stockholder. He had no knowledge of whether or not 
ALEX RAINERI was a stockholder. The corporate agent, 
ALBERT STELLA, was listed in order to obtain a liquor 
license under Wisconsin law, the agent being required 
to be a resident of the state and county in which the 
license is held. It was | ~| opinion that this agent 

should also be a shareholder. 


About one month befor e the f ire which destroyed 
the Show Bar, RAINERI c ontacted I asking about 

~l by Wisconsin authorities. RAINERI 
asked | | at the time if he was still doing the books 

for th e Show Bar. Since the fire RA INERI h as called 
I on one occasion, at which time I I asked him 
about dissolving the corporation, w hich RAIN ERI said he 
would take care of. To the best of I 1 knowledge, 

the corporation still exists. He felt that the articles 
of incorporation, including a list of officers and share¬ 
holders , sh ould be registered in the county courthouse 
at Hurley. | | stated that he had no knowledge of 

whether or not any insurance claim has been made on the 
fire which destroyed the Show Bar. 

After the fire j ~~l and 

nothing was being done with| I VThen I I 

talked to ALEX RAINERI, he asked RAINERI if the fire loss 
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should not be reported for tax purposes and the corporation 
dissol ved. H e asked RAINERI if something should be done 
and if I \ should be the one to do it♦ RAINERI said 

no, he would take care of it. | is unaware of the 

disposition the Show Bar had with the Wisconsin Department 
of Revenue regarding sales taxes. 

During the winter of 1976, when RAINER I was 
District Attorney of Iron County, he ac companied I I 

I office and retained | | 

I the Show Bar. The books had previously been 
done by another accountant who had moved from town. 

RAINERI had apparently kept the books for awh ile as 
I ,, . , , I that ALEX 

did something in a certain wav I I 

to ask ALEX about a certain way of doing things. He 
had apparently done the daily books, payment of bills 
and all necessary busines s. On a number of occasions 
when there were problems, | 

would go to see ALEX about them. This occurred very 
frequently, sometimes as often as three or four times 
per week. This also included legal problems of the 
business such as the problems with taxes or the Wisc onsin 
alcohol agents.1 
RAINERir 

I One day I I received a call 
from I I stating that State of Wisconsin alcohol tax 

agents were on the premises. | 

with them and did n ot want to ] 

to them. I I the agents that I H ost them 

or that someone had stolen them on the day before. When 

I by state agents , the agents wanted to 
lock up the Show Bar’s liquor unti l| 
the invoices for it. The next dav l I the 

invoices. I ^ I that ALEX RAINE p had 

the invoices at his office or home at the time, _ 

never kept the invoices at the Shov7 Bar. I I noted 

that he has occasionally caught I i Tn a few 

lies similar to the one described above which she told 
to the state alcohol tax agents. 

During the three or four years that I 
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the Show Bar records, he never saw an annual report or 
attended a stockholders meeting, and he had no knowledge 
that ciny stockholders meetings ever existed. Toward 
the end he n ever saw a bank statement, payroll or o ther 
records, and 
he asked for 


records , | 

This included books, dai ly sales sheet s, etc. On 


When 

]"ALEX has tliem." 


number of occasions when 

transacting business with _ 

with ALEX RAINERI on the telepho ne. 
to RAINERI on the telephone from | 
Show Bar. 


Jthe Show Bar 
would be talking 

often talked 


office at the 
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Regard ing the 1978 tax return for the Show Bar, 


J2dj 

^ this corporation return a t the end of 


t 


1978 or early in 1979. \lhen examining it_ 

that ALEX said there were more thin gs that could be 
deducted . I I ALEX do th e return 

over, so l I the Original and kept ] 


He also 


gavel 

__ 


for the 


continues to maintain in his possession 


return. _ 

tax returns, payrolls, bank statements, cancelled checks, 
check stubs, income and sales tax records, etc. for 
Ritz Bar, Inc., doing business as the Show Bar, for 
the years from 1 977 back to about 1973. He also has 
I I personal income tax records for approxi¬ 

mately that period of time. He would happy to produce 
these pursuant to a subpoena. 


RAINERI 
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stated that he had no knowledge of ALEX 

I to procure enterta iners 
for the Show Bar. He knew that I I 

I I had entertainers 

with her. He believed one pamcuiar source of entertainers 
for the Show Bar .was Minneapolis, Minnesota, as she booked 
some entertainers through a Minneapolis agency with the 
name Sauna in it. (By U. S. Mail received at the Wausau 
Office of the Fede ral Bureau of Inv estigation (FBI) on 


] a copy of Ritz Bar, 


December 21, 1979,_ 

Inc. check number 920 on account number 16-427-8 of the 
First National Bank of Ironwood, Michigan, payable to 
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Sauna Inn, 


the reverse side of the 


check reflecting deposit to Americana State Bank on the 
account of Sa una Inn Booking Agency, the copy bearing 
“this is the booking agency that the Ritz 


Bar went through in Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the 
commissions of the show girls'*.) 


I I no bills for travel to obtain 

the girls for the Show Bar , but she often t ook cash 
from the company account. ~1 contracts 

with the booking agencies for the dancers, these contracts 
including the dancers' names, show names, payments, etc. 
The commissions were to be paid by check directly to 
the agency. 


On one occasion [ 


that after 

work the dancers from the Show Bar were going across 
the street to the Silver Dollar and Beer Barrel in order 
to turn tricks. Another time they were arre sted bv t he 
Sheriff's Office in Hurley for p rostitution, | 


I 


had problems with her bartenders 
The names of these bartenders would 


stealing_ 

be in the payroll record of the business, bartenders 
being numerous and hard to keep because of the late 
hours required. 


in[ 


I 


numerous trips awav from Hurley was tol 


1 to c urrently be 
1 One of her 
nwhere 


stated that he has very few records lett identrxxyxng 
the dancers who were employed at the Show Bar and stated 
that I I to ever obtain the 

dancers* true names* He recalled the stage names as 
follows regarding the dancers: 
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I ^ I stated that he would furnish all of the 
records available to him regarding the Show Bar upon 
delivery of a subpoena. 
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Mrs. LOIS "FRENCHY” 6ASBARRI, 401 Hemlock, 
Ironwood, Michigan (906-932-2621), advised that she 
was the first wife of JACK GASBARRI, separating from 
him in 19 51. She and JACK had two adopted or foste r 
children ^I 


I I She and^ACK 

V7ere subsequen tly divorced, and JACK I I 

to whom he was | [ until his death 

in 1975. JACK and RICHARD MATTRELLA owned t he Club 
Carnival and Show Bar in Hurley, Wisconsin. I ~l 

I I WHITNEY OSBOURNE are unknown to her; BERT 


STELLA is known to her as former Chief of Police in 
Hurley. JACK GASBARRI died without a will, a nd to 
the best of her knowledge all of his property [ 


] 


On one occasion during a meeting of the White 
Way Motel in the summer of 1978, ALEX RAINERI, Circuit 


Judge of Iron County, who w as present] 

I I after JACK^s death, made 

_ L 1_L _L_ II nr A • ' ♦ • 


the statement that "JACK is not going to pay any in¬ 
heritance tax". This was a fter JACK*s death and related 
to the passing on from JACK ! H jACK^s shares 

in the White Wav Motel._LOIS was at this meeting repre¬ 

senting J_ 


___Jwhite Way 

stock given to him by JACK when the motel was built. 
Others holdi tUg stock in the W hite Way Motel were DICK 


MATTRELLA’s 


JAMES GASBARRI; JACK GASBARRI'sf 


J ACK GASBARRI’s father . 


I for equip¬ 
ment in the basement of the Show Bar which was there 
when it burned. The exact number of shares and their 
holders should be known to the White Way Motel's book¬ 
keeper, I 1 of Ir onwood. Present at this 

meeting in June of 1978 were 
GASBARRI, LOUIS GASBARRI, j 
RICHARD MATTRELLA,[ 


LOIS 


JALEX RAINERI, 


J and Alex RAINERI ‘s 


court reporter, who had been summoned to take the 
minutes of the meeting. ALEX instructed those present 
on how to call a meeting to order, how to make motions 
and how to conduct their business. He was there 
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I VJhen t his representation w as made 
Knovm, LUib Toia aLeX th at I T in the 

motel. ALEX stated that| |JACKPOT's shares 

and everything that was hlsT^ L0I5 told RAINERI that 
jackpot's estate had not been through court yet, to 
which RAINERI replied, "We're going to find a way to 
beat the inheritance tax." She recalled that at this 
time RAINERI was already Circuit Judge of Iron County, 
as he had called his court reporter down to take the 
minutes. She has since seen those minutes and stated 
that they were nothing at all like what actually occurred 
in the meeting. She believed th at RAINERI was ob served 
going to the meeting by ex-judge \ 


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
RICHARD MATTRELLA's idea to sell'the motel. I I 

had already__| from the motel' s 

money which | ALEX RAINERI was in 

favor of the sale* LOIS told~DlCK MATT RELLA that all 

I representing his 

I ^■^hen the motel w^ sold, he did 
I Otherwise I ~l took no interest 
in the motel. She believed that the original officers 
of the motel corporation had been JACK GASBA RRI as 
President. DI CK MATTRELLA as Vice Pre sident. I I 

I 1 Secretary-Treasurer, and I I 

Agent. She believed that w hen JACK GASBARRI died, each 
officer moved up one notch, \ \ Secretary- 

Treasurer. LOUIS GASBA RRI. JACK'S brother, and LOUIS's 
I ^ I both worked at the motel, LOUIS 

being a clerk and |_| The motel 

was not making money recently and was getting very run 
down and had no air con ditioning. After the meeting 
the corporatio n went to I 

I who listed the property a nd soon found 
a buyer, I I . local individuals 

in a corporation. Their financing for the purchase was 
unknown. ALEX RAINERI's position as Judge had no effect 
on the outcome of the meeting in deciding to sell the 
motel, but she noted that she could not tell him to get 
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as nobody other than she objected to RAIMERI’s presence- 
There were subsequent meetings of the VJhite Way Motel 
Corporation, one abo ut one a nd a half months later in 


which the bookkeeper I I took th e minutes and another 

meeting in which the lawyer I I took the minutes. 

Neither ALEX RAINERI | | was present at 

these other meet ings. On the d ay of the sale of the 
White Way Motel, | | did not show up for the 

meeting. In other meetin gs regarding th e finalization 
of the sale of the=motel, T | has all informa¬ 

tion regarding these. 

Mrs. GASBARRI stated that she has heard that 
during the time when JACKPOT was sick, ALEX RAINERI 
I I They 

reportedly I 

until the summer of 1979 ,| 

I at RAmR^ J 

I RAINERI*s car on the streets of Hurley. 

_ I I was aware that I I 

I ALEX RAINERI I I out wes t 

somewnere in I'ievada at about the time I I 

_ [White Wav Motel Corporation. Wh en 

RAINERI s tated that | _ I 

I ALEX is a^eged to have said that if I \ 

I She not ed 

that ALEX'si I and 

I with ALEX . She noted 

that recently! I and ALEX 


Wh en she and JACK G ASBARRI _ I thei r 

attorney was I ~l After 1 

JACK obtained an I I jack 

being represented by ALEX RAINERI. After JACK went 
into business at the Club Carnival and the Show Bar, 
RAINERI became c lose to him, bei ng there every Saturday 
and Sunday night] | 
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She has heard that in connection with the Whi te 

V/av Mot el business, JAC KPOT ha d bought back from_ 

I the shares which \~ | had originally heloT 

_ In early 1979.. the Sho w Bar> JACK'S business 

____ bur ned to the ground. 

She has heard that| |a claim regarding 

the building . She stated that she never could und erstand 
why JACK had| I going 

I JACl^ JACK ultimately died after a long 
bout with cancer. During the last years on orders from 
DICK MATTRELLA, the motel would not rent rooms to the 
girls from the Show Bar, and employees at the motel 
were directed to watch the dancers’ rooms to be sure 
they were alone in their rooms if the dancers were 
staying there. She noted that she had worked as a 
night clerk at the White Way Motel until a bout four 
years ag o, at which time she was succeeded _ 


She is well familiar with BERT STELLA, who 
was Chief of Police in Hurley for many years and "did 
not bother anybody". Prior to him JACK FALL had been 
Chief of. Police for many years with the same attitude. 

She has no knowledge of current Chief of Police TED 
ERSPAMER. 

Mrs. 6ASBARRI advised that she was born 
September 5, 1913, at Me Kenzie County, North Dakota. 

She has served several stretches in jail, both in Federal 
custody and at Taycheedah in Wisconsin, and has numerous 
arrests, all for "running a whorehouse". Her most recent 
arrest and charge was in about 1973 when she received 
30 days incarceration and two years probation from Federal 
District Judge JAMES DOYLE for her part in operation of 
Club 13, a house of prostitution. 

She advised that I 


I Her former brother-in-law, LOUIS GASBARRI, 
jack's brother, currently resides at 410 Poplar, Hurley. 
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Mrs. 6ASBARRI advised that the last meeting of 
the White V/av Motel Corporation occurred i n 1979 at 

_I in Hurley, 

when the proceeds of the sale of the White Way Motel 
were divided up. The approximate final payments made 
were: RICHARD MATTRELL A - $8,000; I 1 

(payment for supplies);! I 

I LOUIS GASBARRI - 

$9,000 - back pay; LOIS 6ASBARRI - $1,336 - back pay. 

Also deducted from the proceeds were taxes and bills, 
and there is some money still in the bank at the First 
National Bank, Ironwood, Michigan. 

She was not aware of the involvement of RAINERI 
in t he operation of the Show Bar, t hough she had heard 
from I I on occasion that I ~l RAINERI 

had traveled to Michigan to obtain and return to Hurley 
dancers for the Show Bar. She knew a number of the girls 
who danced at the Show Bar, mainly by their stage names, 
seeing them when they were staying at the motel. There 
was no question in her mind from her experience that 
these girls were also working as prostitutes at the same 
time they were dancin g at the Show Bar. She noted that^ 
on one occasion ! ~lhad me ntioned to her of an automobile 

accident in which _RAINERI had been involved 

somewhere in Michigan. She stated that RAINERI had the 
charges dismissed regarding that accident. 
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tollowing information: 

She work edI 
Hurley, Wisconsin,I 


furnished the 


Show Bar, 


7roximatel^ 


money 


durinj 


ir a ny ^ 
call \ 
call him. 


_ She was termin ated from her position 

_ e who fired her,| 

~ and that she I I 

ley. While she worked a t the Show Bar, it 
cnowlftdge in Hurley that | I 

_I ALEX RAINERI, Iron County Circuit 

ig this per iod. This was definitely a _ 

I rather than any 
I I I had told I that 

Lems were en countered at the har,~sHe s hould 

I _l(RAINERI) or that I I wnul H 

_I never actually did I_ 


\ KAINERI. I I became friends with 

-- \i who also worked at the Show Bar and was 

very close to I I 

that I I was ALEX RAINERI. I 


1 

Iwas ALEX RAINERI. | 

name is| 

[ is currently livine 


in Hurley,I 
a position 


I lived with 
>e aware of I 


I For awhile Mh^n 
I and was in 
[exact relationship 


with ALEX RAINERI. RAINERI was almost a daily visitor 
to the Show Bar, genera lly coming in around the noon 


hour, and he would also 


during 


trial: she could pecocrnize 

RAINERI’s voice 

1 


1 




I 1 many different dancers working at the 

Show B^, many of whom were prostitutes. Many times 

I_[overheard tha girls setting up tricks at 

the bar and saw them take the men upstairs. She always 
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saw men hanging around the White Way Motel n ext door to 
the Show Bar, where the girls were staying. 
believed that the going rate for a prostitution trick 
at Hurley was $50. Most of the customers to the Show 
Bar were out-of-towners, there on business or for 
hunting season. 

On one occasion | told RAINERI about 

the girls turning tricks .upstairs above the Show Bar 
and at the White Way Motel. RAINERI*s only reply was 
that there was n othing she-> I ~l could do to stop 

them, and it was I I see that the girls 

sold drinks to the customers. I ^ I some of 

the dancers tending bar, though they did not have bar¬ 
tender's licenses. This fact was kno\-m to RAINERI, as 
he regularly saw them behind the bar when he stopped in. 
According to | | had the say who would 

or would not get a bartender's license in Hurley. The 
Show Bar was the only place in Hurley that featur ed 
dancers who stripped completely nude . I I once 

questioned this, and | | ALEX told her that 

this was not against the law. It was also common know¬ 
ledge that a number of the dancers were also prostitutes, 
but nothing was ever done about it. 

0 ALEX RAINERI came to the club extremely fre¬ 
quently i_J.£_llfi_did.JI£IiL-S 2 ms.JzSLjyie_cluk- 2 Il§_dayj_Jie 

called; |___| 

between RAINERI I I He usually came at about 

opening time, 7:00 p. m. , I I RAINERI was 

either present or called every night through the time 
he was Judge of Iron C ounty. When in the Show Bar , 
RAINERI sat and talked | 

~| and occasionally at the bar. On one 
instance at the bar, they were talking about the Show 
Bar and the way it was being run. This was during the 
time that RAINERI was Judge. I 1 said to 

~l ALEX that she did not appreciate the danc ers 
also being prostitutes. She stated that both ALEX I I 
I knew that the dancers were street whores, and she 
stated that she did not want to be a part of the club 
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for this reason * RAINERI said, “They can’t do a nything 

to you," I I then asked her to be manager which _ 

misunderst ood. RAINERI t hen reitera ted that I I wanted 
I to be manager. I I said she did not 

want to be manager because of the prostitutes, and 
RAINERI again said that nothing could be done to her 
because of this. 


,_When she was not working at the Show Bar, 

I ___I in Hurley. 

She had sometimes given the dancers and customers from 
the club i I locations in Hurley and Ironwood, 

particularly after the closing of the Show Bar for 
the night. After she r efused to m anage the club, RAINERI 
became annoyed and told | ""1 that she could not 

do this or she would get herself into t rouble. She 
told RAINERI that all she was do ing was | 

l a nd she had no cons ol 

over what the girls did once they I I 

I . . I ^ niotel. RAINERI then made no further 

comments to her. The after-hours tricks of the prosti¬ 
tutes, if not occurring upstairs above the Show Bar, 
usually were at local motels such as the Holiday Inn 
or the White Way Motel, or wherever the male customers 
had obtained rooms. She often overheard dancers making 
dates for prostitution at the bar with customers. During 
the working hours of the club, the dancer and the cus¬ 
tomer would leave separately, meet at the side door of 
the club , and go up stairs for th eir tricks . On one 
occasion | | complained to | | ALEX about 

the tricking going on upstairs. This did no t occur 
on a regular basis upstairs while \ I was bar¬ 

tender, however. 

I I said that I k who had 

worked a t the Show Bar as a da ncer in 1978, had told 
her that I I had told I ^ I she could u se the upstairs 
of th e Show Bar to tu rn trick s if I I would give 

I I half the money, I |> instead, stayed at the 

Holiday Inn in Hurley, where she said she could keep _ 

all of her money from tricks. She told this to 
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4 


after 

while 


from the Show Bar but 


During ear ly Aug ust or September, 1978,_ 

I I had called I to find out wh en she, I L 

was to work at the barT I 1 also known as 

I U answe red the telephone and said 

that I I and i f there wer e any questions, 

she should call ALEX RAINERI. | [ called RAINERI 

at home and told him what had happened, and RAINERI 
said that he would get back to her. She later was in 
contact with RAINERI, not recalling if she had called 
him or he called her, and she then went back to work at 
the Sh ow Bar . She finally | 

though I I 

I I I in Ashland, 

Wisconsin; the papers filled out by the Show Bar relatin g 
to this could not haye been done l _ . _ _ I 

_ Some time in 1979, after 

l in connection with a prosti¬ 
tution situation at the French Casino in Hurley, she 

approached May or of Hurley BILL DARY. _ At tha t time 

she asked DARY|__[when the 

Show Bar had been allowed to go on with prostitution 
for its entire existence. DARY questioned this statement, 
stating that the city was not aware of any prostitution. 
She challenged DARY, reminding him that on one occasion 
there was a line of men waiting at the entrance to a 
room at the White VJay Motel while a prostitute was 
entertaining them inside. At the time the Hurley 
Police Department was called, and the situation was 
terminated. The prostitutes inyolyed wer e a couple 
of Negro females not known to ^-but known to 


ALEX RAINERI was neyer known to date any of 
the dancers from the Show Bar, though he occasi onally 

lor o ut 

I During the time th at I ~l 

worked at the Show Bar, she neyer knew | | to be 

inyolyed in prostitution, though she was certain from 
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comments of 


to ALEX as 


cal ling 


by I I When JACKPOT 

GASBAR RI, ! I was alive, RAINERII I 

I along with JACK | 

had Sunday dinners together at the Show Bar, the cost 
of whic^ was a ssumed by the Show Bar. aF L 

who resides J U worRed 

Tat t he Show Bar when JACKPOT was alive. 

I had stated to I that she knew about payoffs 

from JACKPOT to RAINERI during this period of time 
when RAINE RI was District Attorney of Iron County. 

I I stated she had no way of knowing whether or 

not RAINERI received any money from the Show Bar. After 
jack's death, there was never any talk about a will, 
though jack’s brother, LOUIS GASBARRI, who managed t he 
White Wav Motel next door to the Show Bar,! I 


ALEX RAINERI went out oJ 
On once instance w henf^ 

Igoing 

On one occasion! 


[ q uite frequent ly. 
J leaving, I I 

town for some girls. 

I ALEX RAINERI! j 


e ither Reno or Las Vega s^ Nevada. On another 
1,1 \along on an out-of-town 


occasion, I__| along on an out-of-town 

trip. On one occasion one of the girls, i dentity u n¬ 
reca lled , said that she had been picked up | 

I ALEX from a bar in Iron River, Michigan. On anoth er 
occasion I I that ALEX I I 

had picked her up in D uluth, Min nesota. I I believed 

that the trips made by I I ALEX to get girls had 

been made to Milwaukee, V/isconsin, in addition to Iron 
River. 


Some time during late 1978, ANDY TINGSTAD, 
the Prosecuting Attorney of Gogebic County in Bessemer, 
Michigan, came into the Show Bar one evening with some 
of his colleagues. At that time TINGSTAD stated that 
ALEX RAINERI had asked him to rip up a traffic tick et 
for one of the girls at the Show Bar [ ~| TINGSTAD 

told [that the ticket was dismissed, and that 
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had worked al: the Jack-o-Lantern Bar in Iron 


River, last known t o be[ 
who was a friend of 


On one occasion 


during the 1978 h unting season, according to 
as this was after I I [ 
leav ing town and asked [ 


t 


ar. [ 


] refused to assist 


_she knew that under [_ 

was going to be *'a wh orehouse", 
the Show Bar« |_ 


,-_.was 

I to run the Show 


L telling 


_ dir ection th e place 

While I Iran_ 


I complained b ecause| 
said they w ere not getting enough”, f I was claimin 
that she was | 


J 


During 19 7'9 ^ I I o nce told f 


RAINERI had said he was goingf 


Tthat 


] 


I could ^ t 


him into a lot of troubl^ . | 

but knew what she was talking 


about. J 
either 


I also had said that RAINERI had called 


I (last name unknow n) 


who worked at the club| 
left. She did not kno^ 


to be a prostitute. 


in Hurl^ 


A day or so after the Show Bar burned down, 

I at the Pier 10 Bar on Silver Street 


saying that [ 

_L.* J • “ 


a person, not identltied, in Madison, Wis consin. 


prostitution andL 


n 


not say anything further and se veral davs later I 

♦ I I claimed that 


for 

did 


pro stitution. 
was 


I bv ALEX RAINERI. 

She stated that in her opinion RAINER ^ knew everythin g 


that was going on in the S how Bar and 
I I permitting rhe illegal acti¬ 

vities that went on at the Show Bar. 


[ 


] advised that she is familiar with 


RICHARD MATTRELLA, also known as DICKIE MATTRELLA, whom 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 









7 




MI 194-35 

I 


[ 


she has known from hey childhood because her 




in Hurley and Ironwood, and 


MATTRELLA was a well known citizen of Hurley. She is 
aware that MATTRELLA has spent time in prison for 
racjceteering and that he maintained a part ownership 
in the Show Bar, though he had no i nfluence in its 
operatioiu_ Before JACKPOT«s death.I ~l 


LOUIE's 


After JACKPOT’S death, 


name of BERT STELLA, \^o was the 
man at the bar. 


to the Show Bar. 


was held in the 

Jt 


'swamper" or cleanup 
She believed that STELLA allowed his 
name to be used on the liquor license as a favor, as 
he was a nice gUVt She advised that WHITNEY OSBOURNE 
I_I were two winos who used to live 


at Pier 10 or the Idle Hour Club or at Bertha’s Rooming 
House, 15 Silver Street, Hurley. Neither had any 
function at the Show Bar. 


A number of the people tending bar at the 


Show Bar did so wit hout bartender’s licenses, which 
was known|| The Show Bar obtained its liauor 
from a salesman, | l in 

Ironwood. She advised that all of the girls dancing 
and prostituting from the Show Bar were involved in 
the us e of pills, pot, and possibly other drugs. ' 


I. wa s one in | 

I described f I as being I I 

_[ She stated she had heard that I 

^ ___ __ I 


□ 


had testified in a case involving DICK MATTRELLA. 


Some time in late,1978 or early 1979, a 
prostitute from the Show Bar robbed a guy of $500 
while out together., He went to the Hurley Police 
Department, and they got his money back, though no 
arrests were made. She stated that there were never 
any prostitution arrests made at the Show Bar. Every 
now and then Sheriff ART CARLI or someone from the 
Police Department would walk through the club but 
never with any intent to make an arrest or stop the 
prostitution going on there. 


b6 
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b6 
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_ I_I advised that she was | _ 

I and has never* been arrested for anything other 
than traffic violations. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


12/28/79 


I 


J telephone number 


was i nterview ed at her 
Was 


place of residence. Prior to the interview, _ 

advised as to the official identities of the interviewing 
Agents and that the interview concerned allegations of wrong¬ 
doings by A lex J. P aineri, Circuit Judge, Hurley, Wisconsin. 
Thereafter. I I voluntarily furnished the following 

information: 


[ met Raineri for t he first time during October 
1978, in Los Angeles, California. I I Raineri 

traveled from Hurley, Wisconsin, to Reno,. Nevada, for Raineri 

to atten d a judicial co llege. V^hile Raineri was at the_ 

college, I I to Los Angeles to|_| 

After Raineri completed the ( bourse i n Reno, he came to Los 
Angeles and subsequently met I 1 


While in Los Angeles, ______ 

held a party which Raineri had attended and which| 
stated 


which would reveal Rainer i's presence, 
thereafter Raineri 


of the 


Shortly 
returned to Hurley, 


Wisconsin. 

One month later, 
first time tol 


traveled to Hurley for the 
at the Shov7 B ar, a business whic h 


was in Hur ley for 


.at the Show Bar 
in charge o f the bar v/hile Raineri and |_ 
Milv/aukee. 


I 


J was 


ptraveled to 


to obtain business supplies while 


b6 

b7C 


She is the 

who is currently 

b6 

confined to the 

had 

b7C 

attacked | 


[about two weeks ago and 


as a result. 


1 


1 

to seek 1 

1 stated 


that 1 


1 at the 1 1 
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Raineri went to see another judge (name unrecalled)• 


Investigation on. 


sAs r 


12/18/79 


.at 


Los Angeles, 

.File . _1^4^5,7 _ 


by. 


ri]^BR/cks 


.Date dictated. 


12/21/79 


b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. * 
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While 


learned of the 


following activities: prostitutes, usually Show Bar dancers 
and others, would acquire their "partner" and then obtain a 
key I I The key unlocked the door which led upstairs 

above the bar where the prostitutes would coiranit sexual 
activities with their partners. In return for the use of the 
upstairs, the prostitutes v/ere required to pay the Show Bar 
30 percent of the money they received from their "tricks." 

In addition, the prostitutes were required to pay a $25.00 
weekly rental fee to the Show Bar. Occasionally, prostitutes 
would take their "tricks" to the White Way Kotel which w as 
located next door. The White Way Motel was f ' 

I I Dick Matrella (phonetic). 


the Show Bar received 10 to 20 payments a night from 
prostitutes for the use of their upstairs. 


_j betvreen 

] estimated that 


1 Iwas aware that Raineri1 1 


t 


1 in the fron 


room. I I had many timesf 


I stated she had once walked in on 
Raineri while I ~ 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


[ 


] Stated that 


_ _Raineri never 

discuss ed business with her, however, it v/as clear that 
Raineri!iRaineri always 


attended all busines s meetings pertain ing to t he Show Bar 


or White Way Motel. f 
v/as acting as [ 


Hhad told 


overheard Raineri 
what to do with I 


J 


that Raineri 
]alv7ays 


what bills to pay and 
stated that ever since 


Raineri (several years) 


Raineri had to know of, and be involved with the 
prostitution at the Show Bar due [ 


conversa tion between tw o prostitutes. I K last name 

unknown) I ~| the Jack -A-Lantern Bar located in 


(phonetic) 


another town outside of Hurley, 

(last name unknown). Raineri had approached the girls and 
req uested that the y come to Hurley and work at the Show 
Bar' ' 


Raineri also had apparently solicited 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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other girls from the Jack-A-Lantern to work at the Shov; 
Bar. 


After spending one month in Hurley, [| 


returned 


and! 

come to Hurley 1 1 


then! I (last name unknown) called 

1 1 for 

tlie same reason• 1 1 that 

Raineri was 
Raineri had 

1 for unknown reasons. 

1 set fire to 


the Shov7 Bar in an attempt toT 


I V7as of the 


opinion th at I 
statements! 


I However# due to Raineri threatenin g 


to send I _ 

I I out of Hurley, and from just knowing the man, 

she did not trust him. She felt that Raineri was capable of 

e.g. the Show 


Bar tire. 


b6 

b7C 


I 


was of the opinion that while Raineri was 
he was also 


something si milar toj 
that Raineri j 
was the cause of Raineri 
between each other, 
land 


that 


I 


It wa s well known in H urley 
I Raineri's seeing 


J stated that [ 


(last name unknown), a 


would probably know additional information. 


I 


T 


I_I Stated she knev; of no individuals with 

whom Raineri had contact in the police department. | 
v;as unable to furnish any additional information at this 
time. 


b6 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date of transcription 


1/16/80 


was int erviewed at her residence. 

] acknowledged as knov/i nc SA 


interview,_,_^— — -- 

and was advised as to the identity of SA [ 


Prior to the 


and that the interview concerned allegatio ns of criro inal 
activities bf Alex J. Raineri. Thereafter I I furnished 

the following information: 


I that regarding the yearly license 
for the Show Bar Motel, Albert Stella was alvrays named as the 
agent for the bar. The only information that she could provide 
pertaining to same was that Raineri would handle the acquisition 
of the license each year and that in the event the appropriate 
people were n ot available Rain eri would forge their names on 
the license. I I that this license was the same 

as the corporation papers for the bar and that usually it 
required three signatures. She was unable to state whether or 
not Stella would sign the license in Raineri's presence. 


_ I I recalled having been |_| 

IRaineri, however, there was only one other girl, 

I She can only recall 

that Alex was I I and that 

they were in Michigan. S he also recalls that the girl, n ame 
unknown, who is knov/n as I I 

from Green Bay, Wisconsin, had been pick ed up for dr unk 
driving a nd V7as put i n jail. Apparently I I had 

contacted I 1 the Jack-A-Lantern Bar in Ironwood, 

Michigan, who in turn contacted Raineri and requested him 
to contact his friend in Michigan. His friend was a District 
Attorney in Michigan and had been g ood friends with Raineri. 
Raineri requested the individual to I 

which he ap parently succeeded in doing as to the best of 
I 1 knowledge I I never got in trouble due to the 

drunk driving charge. 

__ I I recalls that the Show Bar had|_ 

I |to the fire in April of 1979. 

She stated thatI 

I the bar and Raineri. 
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b6 
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b6 
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Investigation o 

V SAs 

. 1/15/80_3. 


LA 194-57 

MI 194-35-XT 


and b6 

5R/cks 1/15/80 b7c 
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Regarding 


[ 


Nevada. 


Rainert, 
Jin Reno , 


L 


1 recalled that the horse race, ticJcets located 
]in hurley, Wisconsin, vras provided 


b6 

b7C 
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JAlex Raineri. j^ineri had a, friend, name unrecalled. 


who o\>med two horses and raced them in buggy, races^ at the 
Chicago Downs Racetrack in Chicago, rilinois-. The purpose of 
I I the race tickets- were to help this- 

friend avoid potential taxes due to the fact that he earned 
too much money . The tickets re presented;:$-3.,500 .QQ o r $3,700.00 
and was adv ised by Rainer j that] |Sh ov? Bar 

bookkeeper, | | fron\ the 

races as represented on the ticket stubs-. The only other- 
information that she can furnish pertaining to this was that 
the individual was an attorney v/ho res ided in M ilwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and that his fir st name was 


and that 
which ran in the last race as 


indicated on the ticket stubs. 


c 


] in addition to the above information 


pertaining to the Shov; Bar li cense, that one of the n ames on 
the license Cname unrecalled) I ~1 in reality 

had no real interest in the Show Bar even though the records 
would reflect he had a position in the corporation. 


b6 
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statement: 


Thereafter [ 


] furnished the follov;ing signed 


b6 
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"I,I I hereby make the 

following free and voluntary sta te ment to Special 
Agent (S A) I I SA | | 

who have identified themselves as special 


Agents of the Federal Bur eau of In vestigation (FBI). 
I have been advised by SA I I that I am being 

interviewed in connection with allegations of 
wrongdoings by Alex J. Raineri, Circuit Judge, 
Hurley, Wisconsin. 


*’I presently reside at 


b6 

1 _ 

. and was born on| I b7c 

1 |I can read and write 

English. 


2 
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”Someti me during the early to mid 19 70's, I 
learned from ] _ _ ^ Jack Gasbarri 

and Richard Mattrella that Richard Mattrella had 
recently purchased approximately 40 stolen color 
General Electric television (TV) sets from a person 
(name unknown); in Ken tucky. Mattrella ther eafter 


stored the TV- sets at 


] Mattrella's home loca^d [ 


which 


] 


] 


"Shortly thereafter / | I who resides 

at I [ Wisconsin/ rented a 

U-Haul trailer and transported the stolen TVs from 
Kentucky to Hurley, Wisconsin. In return. I 1 

received one of the stolen TVs from Mattrella. The 
stolen TV sets were then stored at the White Way 
Motel in Hurley, Wisconsin. I am of the belief that 
Mattrella was selling the stolen TVs from the White 
Way Motel due to the TV sets slow disappearance. 

Also Alex Raineri and Richard Mattrella personally 
advised me that they were selling the stolen TV sets 
out of the White Way Motel. 


"I currently have tv70 small G.E. color TV sets 
which are located in the guest bedro om of my home 

Wisconsin. I 


located at 

received one set from Mattrella knowing that the TV 
set was stolen property and that the serial number 
had been removed by Louie Gasbarri. I am aware 
of this because Mattrella personally told me that 
sets were stolen and should be kept hidden. 


"Alex Raineri advised me that he received 3 of 
the stolen TV sets from Mattrella in the early part 
of the 1970's and that he did not have to pay money 
for them. Raineri gave me one of the TVs which is 
currently located in the same room of my house with 
the set I received from Mattrella. Raineri placed 
the other two TV sets in his home located at 502 
Sixth Avenue, Hurley, Wisconsin. One set, a large 
color GE is in i I and the other 

small color GE TV was placed into his basem ent. 

I in 

Raineris home I I The 

TV set in his basement is identical to the 2 sets 
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located in my bedroom. I am av/are that Raineri 
received the TV sets and placed them in his 
home because I observed them in the above 
mentioned locations in the early 1970's and in the 
fall of 1978. 

"Raineris home is a one story house of wood 
structure/ white in color with a 2 car attached 
garage. 

"I have read this 4 page statement/ have 
initialed all corrections and it is entirely true 
and correct. 


Vs/ I_I 

1-15-1980 

b7C 

"Wit nesses; _ 

/s/ I I Special Agent/ FBX/ Los Angeles/ 

1-15-80. _ 

/s/ I ~| Special Agent/ FBI." 
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PRECEDENCE: 
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FBI 


CLASSIFICATION: 
a TOP SECRET 
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1/17/80 


TO: SAC, MILWAUKEE (194-35) 

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (194-57) (P) (22) 

RE: ALEX J. RAINERI; 

ET AL, 

HOBBS ACT - PUBLIC 
CORRUPTION (B), 

00: Milwaukee 


Re Los Angeles facsimile to Milv/aukee on 1/9/80; 
and Los Angeles telephone call to Wausau, Wisconsin, 
Resident Agency on 1/11/80. 

Enclosed for Milv/aukee are the originals and 
on e copy each of three FD-302s refle cting the interviews 


o£[ 


. Also enclosed are 

Agent notes for above, one FD-26 signed by I ~ 

one folder v/ith M.GM Grand Hotel logo containing an 
8 X 10 photograph. 


] and 


Los Angeles v/ill maintain contact v/ith, 
in an attempt to develop additional information. 


"0^- Milwaukee (Enc. 10]^ 
z'- Los Angeles 

DBR/cks 

(4) 
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LV 194-38 
CEO:ffs 

1 . 


The following investigat ion was conducte d at Reno, 
Nevada, on January 16, 1980, by SA | 1 

Investigation at the National Judicial College, 
University of Nevada - Reno, determined that Alex J. 

Raineri, Circuit Judge, attended that sdhool from September 17, 
1978, to October 6, 1978, for the General Jurisdiction 
school. Records further revealed that Raineri also attended 
the school from September 30, 1979, to October 5, 1979, 
for the purpose of taking the Civil Litigation course. 

The college advised that when the judges attend 
the various schools they are usually housed in the College 
Inn, a dormitory-type building used to house University of 
Nevada - Reno students during the academic year. From 
time to time attendees wil 1 make their own arrangements 
for accommodations but that would not be recorded with the 
college. 
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CLASSIFICATION: 
a TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 
O UNCLAS E F T 0 
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Date 1/17/80 .. 


TO : SAC, MILWAUKEE (194-35) 

FROM : ACTING SAC, LAS VEGAS (194-38) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: ALEX J. RAINERI, 

CIRCUIT JUDGE 

HURLEY, WISCONSIN 

HOBBS ACT - PUBLIC CORRPUTION (B) 

00: Milwaukee 

Re Milwaukee airtel to Louisville, 12/17/79, 

Enclosed for Milwaukee Division is investigative 
insert reflecting investigation conducted at Reno, Nevada. 

For information Milwaukee, the National Judicial 
College, located on the campus of the University of Nevada - 
Reno, is the only college of its type in the United States 
set up for the instruction of judges at various local, state 
and federal levels. 


g) - Milwaukee (Enc. 
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Michigan [_ 


l lronwood^ 

J advised as follows: 


She is the[ 


also I 


1the Sh ow Bar, Hurley, V7isconsin.> and she 
lat the Show Bar I 


] 


early months of 1979♦"T 
Show Bar t hroughI 
Show Bar’s L 


J 


and I 

She is familiar 


__the 

lat the 


with the identity of AL EX RAINERI but stated he ha d 
no part in her hiring* I I 


was also|_ 


Jat the Show Bar. 


During the entire time that she was employed 
at the Show Bar, I I 
She is ce rtain that|_ 


] 


she worke d^ 


hut she was unaware of whether or not her 

I VThen ^ ployed, 
jat the Show Bar, I | 


3 was there on 


Sundays when she opened the place but seldom on other 
nights. The Show Bar was a bar featuring floor shows, 
the dancers from the stage then mixing with the customers 
after their acts. There were usually three dancers and 
two bartenders on dut y at one tim e ♦ While there.. she 


3 were usually 


[working 


together 5 and the dancers varying among the following 
individuals: 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 ‘ 
b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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b6 

b7C 


Two Negro females fr om Milwa ukee.> Wisconsin, 
(last name unknovm) and I I (l ast name unknow n). 


both of whom were in trouble in Ironwood 


on weeke nds, either| 
time she[ 


at the Show Bar 
at which 


she was seldom t here. On I ~ 
I I to the bar from(_ 
and then close afterward. 


I During the week, 
]had to 


Jopen and operate 


Though being familiar with his iden tity, f 
has never seen AL EX RAINERI. On one occasion I I 


during which time 

|to RAINERI^s 

office in the courthouse. It is local 

rumor that 1 1 

lALEXl 1 

1 Stated that ALEX wasi 

|has 

heard that RAINERI went to | 

1 house on 

Ibut stated that 

she believed that 





1 

_ 


she called 


J asking for her check. 


said that she should go to see ALEX RAINERI to get her 
check. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


dancers a1 

It was common knowledge that some of the 
the Show Bar were also prostitutes. 1 1 

b6 

overheard 

1, and 

b7C 

1_ 

1talking about 



their prostitu tion activit ies. She could not ever 
recall hearing I I say anything about prostitution. 

The going rate for prostitution at Hurley was whatever 
the traffic would bear, though the minimum rate was 
about $50. She believed that the* prostitutes went to 
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local motels with their clients after the Show Bar closed, 
which was often later than the legal closing hour, the 
Show B ar often staying open until 3:00 to 4:00 a. m. 

I I was not aware of tricks occurring upstairs above 
the Show Bar. Often if a girl met a trick, she would 
keep him drinking until closing hour or afterward, 
regularly ordering cheap champagne at $40 per bottle. 
After closing she then left with the customer and what 
transpired thereafter was unknown. Some of the girls 
danc ing at the Show Bar staved upstairs a bove the Show 
Bar; | ■ . _ I Other g irls 

stayed next door at the White Way Motel, owned by| I 
I I DIC K MATTRE LLA. who were I \ 

of the Show Bar. I I once met DICK MATTRELLA when 

he was inside the Show Bar, MATTRELLA being a white 
jiiale, age about 60, with white hair. All of the danc ers 
at the Show Bar seemed to know him . I I 

attitude was to | _ ^ . I business of the 

Show Bar. She recalled no commenrs being made by I I 


reagrding prostitution. 


I kept the I 


I the Show Bar. There 

was also a dre ssing r oom for the dancers in the back of 
the Show B ar. I I became very good friends with dancer 

who stav ed at the White Wav Motel. _ For» awhi le. 

I moved in with |_ 

in Ironwood, though she later had to move back to the 
White Wav Motel. The dancers from Milwaukee. ! 

~l that they were hired through an 
agency in Milwaukee. They were at a nig htclub in either 
Eagle River or Iron River, operated by a I K last 

name unkn own), whom! I to obtain 

dancers.1 I were brought to Hurley from 

I place bv a man. not further identified. She 
believed that in the latter days of operation of the ■ 

Show Bar, a number of dancers were obtained thr ough an 

agency. Due to her friendship with f I she _ 

learned that! 


and was recently visiting in 


Michigan 
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She is currently believed t o be in i 
I I had been a dancer at the 

Show Bar i I There she met I 

who started out as a prostitution trick. 


[ 


] stated that she has no knowledge of 


the fire that destroyed the Show Ba r in the soring of 
1979. She has heard t he rumor that I 
_ I the Show Bar orI 


I was 


a| - - 

I I was unaware of the source of liqu or fo^ 

the Show Bar, though a salesman from Hurley named I I 
(last name unknown) often came into the bar to take 
orders. She did not believe that Gentile Distributors 
of Hurley was the source of the Show Bar’s liquor. She 
is familiar with BERT STELLA, who cleaned up the Show 
Bar in the morning after closing. 

A lot of Ironwood businessmen were regular 
prostitution cu stomers of the Show Bar. I 
had as a regular trick an 


I used to obt ain 


[ 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


_believed that ANDY TIN6STAD, Prosecu¬ 
ting Attorney of Gogebic County^ Mic higan^ had some- 
thing to do with i I She has seen TINGSTAD 

in the Show Bar sometimes with other lawyers and business¬ 
men, and though she knew nothing definite, she fe lt that 
he was a john of some of the prostitutes. I lack- 

nowledged that I 


b6 

b7C 


Jin October, 


1S79,|- 

[resulting from a 

1 1 who is 

now in| 

[Michigan. She stated that 

1_^_1 who is a Hurley police 


licensed practical nurse (LPN)J 









MI 194-35 


5 


once was 


in the Show Bar 


1 


1 


lat the Show 


Bar and the 


In addition to h er work at the Show BarJ 


at her residence. 


and regularly delivered things to 


believed that 


]paid the 


bartenders and dancers by check drawn on the Show Bar’s 
account at the First National Bank of Ironwood. 


I_I stated that the attitude when working 

at the Show Bar was that there was no worry a bout law 
breaking when in the Show Bar. She knew thatI 

I ALEX RA INERI. Iron County Circuit Judge. 

I had often said that | 

which ALEX would take care of, and it was presumed that 
any trouble which occurred in the Show Bar would similarly 
be taken care of by ALEX RAINERI. There was no problem 
in staying open after hours, and there was no attempt 
made to close on time. The Show Bar simply closed when¬ 
ever they were ready. She never saw a cop in the Show 
Bar except during the Italian Days celebration in Hurley 
when out-of-town police officers were working in town. 
There was apparently no pressure from the Hurley Police 
Department or Iron County Sheriff's Office to enforce 
the law within the Show Bcir. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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Date of transcription 


1/2/80 


Ml?, and Mrs.f 


Wisconsin 


furnished the following information: 


_.JOHN and LOUIS 

JJAMES GASBARRI, ali of Hurley, 


GASBARRI _ 

Wisconsin. Both JAMES GASBARRI and JOHN ("JACKPOT") are 
now deceased. JOHN GASBARRI primarily operated taverns 
in Hurley, his primary places of business being the Carnival 
Club and later the Show Bar. 

In around 1960, when the White Way Motel was built 
by JACKPOT and an associate, RICHARD MATTRELLA, stock in 
the White Way Motel Corporation was issued at $100 per 
share. The motel was actually built with JOHN GASBARRI’s 
and DICK MATTRELLA’s money, but in order to be a corpora¬ 
tion, it required a certain number of stockholders._For 

this reason. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


of sto ck bein g placed in i I 
Though r l had not initially place d this money in to the 
operation, he continued to feel that[[of 


b6 

b7C 


Stock represented a financial holding, similar to the 
15 shares of stock JOHN GASBARRI had placed in[ 


__adyised that 

the original allocation of shares in the White Way Motel's 
corporation was as follows: 


] 


[ 


RICHARD MATTRELLA - 62 shares; 

JAMES GASBARRI - 50 shares; JOHN GASBARRI - 38 


b6 

b7C 


shares; 

shares;__ __ _ _ 

Each s hare was valued at $100 per share. Since that time, 
had always kept out of the operation of the motel. 


feeling that DICK MATTRELLA and JACK GASBARRI both were 
"crooked". Over the years they were involved in a series 
of what he considered to be shady deals with the motel 
corporation, taking money out of the corporation improperly. 
At first the motel was a profitable venture, but more 
recently it was losing money, and the stockh olders. in 


particular DICK MATTRELLA, decided to sell. 


received 


Investigation 12/21/79 


by- 


SA| 


/ 


V 


at , Merrill cons in _File MI 194-35 

C3.1 _ _ ^ ^ _ Date dictated _ 12/^26 /79 _ _ _ __ 
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a notice from I I a Hurley realtor, that a 

meeting was being called of all shareliolders to discuss 
a potential sale of the property. [ ' 


traveled to 


Hurley to attend the meet ing, which was not held b e- 
cause they could not find I I 

JOHN (JACKPO T). Some time after that l | determined 


]that the motel had been sold. At the 


from 

time of sale there were a lot of unpaid bills and back¬ 
pay to employees owed, these having to be paid before 
the motel's owners realized their money. He had never 
been given any understanding that his shares were 


worthless or that DICK JNATTRELLA and JACK GASBARRI 
were the only owners of the White Way Motel. He 
believed that the original documents of the motel's 
incorporation were burned in the fire of the Carnival 
Club, several years ago. 


Though they were not present at the 1978 
meeting of the shareholders of the White Way Motel 
Corporation, they have received the minutes of this 
meeting, though they have heard from relatives in Hurley 
that they do not accurately represent what happened 
there. They have heard that ALEX RAINER I. Circuit 
Judge, was in a ttendance at this meeting | 

1 though the extent of his participation 

is unknown. 


On ce, bef ore this meeting, ALEX RAINERI had 
tried to get I I to sign over his shares in the cor¬ 
poration was right after JACK 
had died, at which time | I was still working at 

I RAINERI called 


I and sa id that he would like to see him in Hurley 
Mr. and Mrs. 1 I traveled to Hurle y where they met 

in RAINERI's law office with 
At that time RAINERI tried to tell 


I stated that he| 


1 in the White Way Mot ^ 


but stated that 1 


share, 
badly, 


RA XNERI 
and |_ 


J at the original value of $100 per 
appeared to want these shares very 
1 assumed that he was trying to get 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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cont rolling stock interests in the corporation 
When I ^ T refused to sign over.the shares, RAINERI 
then said they co uld take the matter to court. RAINERI 
continued to call| 1 se veral m ore 

times, the same convers ation ensuing, nutI I stood 

firm in his demand that| 

I RAINERI continued 

to maintain that the courts could decide the situation. 


JACK 6ASBARRI died without a will, as did 
his father, JAMES. As JAMES had lived with JACK shortly 
before his death, and JACK had taken care of his finances, 
none of the other,members of the family ever saw any 
money from an estate, if, in fact, any existed. When 
JACK died his property consisted of his interest in 
the Show Bar, his interest in the White Way Motel, his 


father's house on 1st Avenue S 

He did not have a lo t of mone^ 
was believed to have I 
known to have! 


bh in Hurley and JA CK 

I Hurley. 

All of his p roperty 

Inone being 


The I_I h ad heard that even before JACK' S 

death. ALEX RA INERI had l ~| 

_I JACK saxd very little about this, though 

on one occasi on when he went to the M arshfiel d Clinic. 
he stopped in i Iwith thel I 

at which time he told them.I I 

I Just before he die d 

JACK was very unhappy I I 

the house belonging to JAMES 6ASBARRI after JACK'S 
death. This house has since been torn down. There was 
no wil l from JAC K (JOHN) GASBARRI, and to the knowledge 
of the I I there has never been any probate pro¬ 

ceeding. 

When I I went to Hurley for the 

meeting of the V/hite Way Motel Corporation relating 
to the sale, there he saw RICHARD MATTRELLA, who questioned 
his stock ownership and stated, "What are you doing here?" 
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Since that time he|_ 

from the proceeds of the motel’s sale or to fight for 
this, because he considered it would be costly and 
because he is afraid of DICK MATTRELLA, knowing 
MATTRELLA’s reputation for having been involved in 
racketeering. 


The [ 


] have never received any dividends 


from the stock of the White Way Motel, Inc., though they 
are certain that the motel earned a subst antial profit 
during its first few years of operation. I 1 

]the motel on May 26, 1 976,1 


Ion Ma^r~ 26 , 1979, b ut which thej 




There has never been- 


GASBARRI , which th^ 
to, Mrs. 


I belonging to JAMES 
I feel they have some cl^im 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


I_I furnished copies of the 

following described items: 

Subscription agreement, dated September 21, 
1961, reflecting shares of stock in White Way Motels, 
Inc. 


White Way Motel, Inc. notice of special 
meeting of shareholders to be held June 27, 1978. 


White Way Motels, Inc. estimate of amount 
owed creditors, April 30, 1979. 


Letter of [ 


_ dated July 31, 1979, 

to RICHARD MATTRELLA, President, vmite Way Motels, Inc. 


I dated May 26, 1976, 

reflecting the loan bv the White Wav Motels. Inc, of 

due 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


May 26, 1979 





Page' No, 1 


Sec'y, I( 


SUBSCRIPTION AGREEMENT 


We, the undersigned, inco 2 ?porators of 
-WHITE WAY MOTELS, INC,-- 


a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the 
State of Wisconsin, hereby open this subscription for the 
shares of this Company: 

Dated at Hurley , Wisconsin, this 28 th. 

day of August , A. D. 1961. 

( HIS ) 

( o ) 

JAMES (A ) GASBARRI 




We, the \mdersigned, do hereby subscribe to the 
number of shares of WHITE WAY MOTELS, INC., 

a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the 
State of Wisconsin, and agree to pay therefor the amount 
set opposite our names respectively. 

Signed by the last subscriber hereto on the 
21 day of September , A. D. 196 I, 


NAME 


No.SHARES CLASS OP SHARES AMOUNT 


James Gasbarri 
Richard Mattrella 


John Gasbarri 



Common 


Soipioi 


Common 


Common 


Common 


Common 


Common 

ObinmeH 


^ 9,000,00 
$ 6.200,00 
3,800.00 










V ^ . VIHITEWAY MOTEL INCORPORATED 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING. OF SHAREHOLDERS 

♦ - % 

TO BE HELD ON JUNE 2?, 1978 
TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF ' ' , 

K 'll 

NHITEWAY MOTEL INCORPORATED: 

4 

* 9 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Special Meeting of Shareholders of Whiteway Motel, 
Inc*, a Wisconsin Corporation, will be held at the Whiteway Motel, 100 Silver 
Street, in the City of Hurley, Iron County, Wisconsin, on Ifonday, June‘27, 1978 
at o’clock P M, local time, for the following purposes: 

1 . To consider the calling back to the corporation for cancellation all shares 
of stock outstanding held by purported shareholders who have paid no consideration 
to the corporation for the shares in their names and to cancel the same shares*♦ 
The fact that a notice of the meeting has been given to aty shareholder is not 
intended to mean that this corporation admits that said person receiving said 
notice is a true and lawful shareholder* The notice is being sent to all persons 
who appear as a matter of record on the books of the corporation* 

2*' To transact such other business as may properil;/ be brought before the meeting 

or any adjournment of ^jourhments thereof* 

« ‘ " * * 

5y Order of the Board of Directors 





VmxA wAY MOTELSr XNC.^ HUBLEY^X 

• $ ^ 

‘Amounts .owed to Creditors estimated to April 30, 1979 


Erspamers Lumber Company 
Francis Sales and Service 


City of Hurley, WX 

1978 - Real Estate taxes 
$106.47 plus interest 4.26 
$2,329.08 plus interest 93.16 
1978 - Personal Property taxes. 
$598.91 plus interest 23.95 
Delinquent water bill 
Water bill estimate - Mar. & April 


$ 110.73 

2,422.24 

> 622.86 
192.74 
64.26 


Total amount due City of Hurley, WX 


American Linen Supply Co. 
March account 
April account estimate 


343.97 ’ 
300.00 


Total amount due 
Wisconsin Telephone Co. 

March account 166.10 

April account estimate 150.00 

Total amount due 


Lake Superior District Power Co. 

March account 92.67 

April account estimate ' _ 90.00 

Total amount due 

Pajula Plumbing Contractors -'estimate 
TOTAL DUE CREDITORS INCLUDING ESTIMATES 


$ 2,364.88 
- 146.36 . 


3,412.83 


643.97 


316.. 10 


182.67 
■60.00 
$ 7,126.81 


Wisconsin Department of Industry, Labor & Human Rights 
Summary of unpaid wages - Employees 32,994.30 
Probable additional amount - 1979 1,000.00 , 

Total amount due , 33,994,30 

TOTAL ESTIMATE $41,121*11 


4 
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LiceNSED IN Michigan a Wisconsin 

504 First Avenue North • HurleYi Wisconsin 54534 • ( 715 ) 551*5068 

July 31, 1979 


I 

i 


b6 

b7C 


Richard Mattrella, Pres. 

White Way Motels, Inc. 

32 Bordeau Drive , ■ 

Highland Heights, Kentucky 41076 

Dear Dick; 

Re; White Way Motel 

We have finally closed the transaction of the White Way Motel 
to Interstate Projects Corporation, Inc. 

.A check in the amount of $24,762.82 was given l I 

for.deposit in a Savings Account with the First National Bank, 
Ironwood, Michigan in accordance with the instructions voted ■ 
upon at the last stockholders meeting. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Buyer's Settlement Statement and 
a copy of-the Broker's Settlement with Seller. These state¬ 
ments indicate the accounting of the funds receiv ed and t he 
and the expenditures. They have been approv ed byI I 

I There were not any payments made to I I 

~| They are stockholders of the corporation 
and should be paid when they surrender their shares of stock. 

I presume.that you will have to call a meeting of the stock¬ 
holders to dispurse the remaining funds on hand. 

Thank you very much for this business. 

If you have any questions., kindly advise. 

Truly yours. 


i 


( 

! 


i 

•I 


I 

} 


b6 

b7C 


f ‘ 


b6 . 
b7C 



\ 


cc: Lois Gasbarri, 

Secretary, Treasurer 


b6 j 

b7C 
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Date of. transcription.. 


1 / 2/80 


I I was contacted at -trhe White Way 

Motel, Hurley, Wisconsin, the corporate offices of 
Interstate Projects, a Wisconsin corporation (telephone 
715-561-2901). He furnished the following information: 

Interstate Projects, a Wisconsin corporation, 
has been incorporated since April, 1973, basically being 
involved in the construction and development of motels. 
The former White Way Motel, 100 Silver Street, Hurley, 
was purchased in 1979, by the corporation and is cur¬ 
rently operating as the Interstate Budget Inn at the 
same add ress. The motel is currently listed in the 
names of I ~ I 

I 1 Corporat e| 

is I l(Hurlev). Wisconsin: I I 

_ ___ Wisconsin, 

I The motel purchase was handled 
by I I There are already in existence 

Interstate Budget Inns at Duluth, Minnesota, and 
Superior, Wisconsin. In 1978 and early 1979, the 
corporation was looking for a good buy in a motel in 
the Hurley, Wisconsin - Ironwood, Michigan, ar ea. T hey 
were simultaneo usly trying to buy the Show Bar | 

[wanting to work up a disco bar in downtown 
Hurley. I in the 
White Way Motel./ Approxima tely six months before their 

ultimate offer to purchase, _ 

interest in purchasing the ^ite Wav Mo tel and began 
seeking financing. During this period, | 
to ALE5C RAINERI, Iron Cpunty Circuit ^^udee. who offe red 
to finance the purchase'of the motel f" T" if 

you can get it for the right price.” | | 

RAINERI he would be-looking for about $60,000 worth of 
financing. RAINERI initially agreed to finance this 
amount, though in the end he backed out of the financing. 
RAINERI*s reasons given for backing out were that there 

were some problems of clearing title of the White Wav _ 

Motel Corporation. Regarding financing, | 

to RAINERI several times, and RAINERI was agreeable. The 
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interest figure of 10% had been discussed, but no exact 
agreement had been reached. Approximately 10-15 year 
repasmient period was being considered. 

At the time the offer to purchase the White Way 
Motel was made, | I idea was that ALEX RAINERI 

would finance the purchase. About 45-60 days prior to 

closing, RAI NERI backed out of financing the purchase. _^ 

At this time | _ 

to find financing so that they would not lose their 
earnest money, $6,600, which they had placed down. 

The total purchase price of the motel was $66,000; 

$60,000 for the motel plus $6,000 commission plus 
approximately $1,800 indebtedness on the motel tele¬ 
visions. The mot el was purc hased with everything inside 
accompanying it. I I ultimately obtained financing 

for the purchase of the motel at the First National Bank 

>of Ironwood in the I __| 

I He stated that he does not 
know the real reason why ALEX RAINERI backed out of 
the financing, but feels that the problems with clearing 
title were not the true reason. 

This was| |business dealing 

with ALEX RAINERI. He stated that RAINERI was not the 
one who called t o his atten tion that the motel was for 
sale and that he l I were not simply nominees 

of MINERI in the purchase, but this purchase was their 
project with RAINERI being the financier. 

The original asking price of the motel was 
$95,000. They offered $50,000 initially simply to see 
how low the corpora tion would go. The compromise of 


with 


$66,000 was reached 


local realtor, had run out. 


tell hi m that the most they would offer was $60,000. 

I contacted MATTRELLA, who agreed on accepting the 
$60,000 if I I 


listing with 

1 _1 


then found out 
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I I had seen a copy of the minutes of 

the meeting o f the V?hite Way Motel Corporation in the 
possession of I \ He wanted to see these 

minutes to be sure that everyone in the corporation 
was being taken care of in the purchase, so there would 
be no hassles, liens, etc. in connection with the pur¬ 
chase. 


In offering financing, ALEX RAINERI had 
always been specific that he would not finance the 
purchase unless everyone in the White Way Motel 
Corporation got their share. ALEX kne w all of the 
other people involved. I I D ICKIE MATTRELLA 

and the other stockhold ers. I I was not sure o f 

thel I between ALEX RAINERI [ 


I but noted t hat it is locally rumor ^ that 


I He had heard that theyf 


J during 


1979. 


_During the process of the purchase, | _ 

I talked with one another and felt that they 
were being used by ALEX RAINERI. They felt that they 
had been placed in the middle between White Way Motel 
Corporation eind RAINERI and suspected that he had the 
inside knowledge on what the other side was doing. 

They suspected that RAINERI*s backing out may have 
been in order to cause their purchase to fall through, 
after which he may have been able to pick up the motel 
extremely"cheaply. 


[ 


Prior to making the ir written offer to I 
]to purcha se the motel.1 I had 


purchas 

several meetingsL 
chase the Show 


I 


J offering to pur- 


_ They initially offered 

her $75,000 for the Show Bar. They then offered to 
put this much money into the Show Bar’s expansion and 

] l^hen neither of these were 


successful, they then l )ad a third party from Superior 

1$10Q.0Q0 for thQ purchase 

Shortly 


come to town and offer* 
of the Show Bar. 
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b6 
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after this, the Show Bar burned. 


stated that 


the Show Bar was not a bad place, in fact, was pretty 
nice inside and at the time was worth the money being 
offered. The meetings to discuss the purchase of the 
Show Bar were conducted at F I an d 

included only f I 


1 


I with their 


offers to purchase. I 


_ ] 

J have arisen that it may have 


been ALEX RAINERI. 


I I reiterated that the price paid for 

the White Way Motel was certainly reasonable for a 
20 unit motel, though he noted that it required a 
considerable amount of renovation. Two of the units 
of the White Way Motel were removed to make corporate 
offices for Interstate Projects. It is the intention 
of Interstate Projects to continue to operate the White 
Wav Motel under the new title Interstate Budget Inn. 

I I noted that shortly after the burning of the 

Show Bar, a new disco, Pogo's, opened next door to 
the White Way Motel on the opposite side from where 
the Show Bar had been. 


b6 

b7C 
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~| provided he gets’paid and|_| 

vided he gets his portion of the share. You so move? 

I so move, 

RICHARD MATTRELLA: I SO move. Motion carried. 
All right. Any other business to take care of? 


pro- 


(REPORTER'S NOTE: Whereupon , 
a short discussion followed off 
the record regarding the sale) 
RICHARD MATTRELLA: That’s it. So the meeting is 


adjourned? 

I so move, 

RICHARD MATTRELLA: I second the.motion. 

• ■ (reporter's NOTE: Whereupon , 

at 2:45 p.m. meeting v/as adjourned) 
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Wb.Uxc5TEU’S Of-biOE ) ,L 

iron COUNTY, WIS. ^ q/• 

Received for Record the 97 ^. • • day 

oMMoh.., 19.?7at3t>ro’clooh 

l..yL and duly recorded^ Vrt.//^. 

of L 
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STATE OF V7ISCONSIN) 

) ss 

COUNTY OF IRON ) 

m 

Id 

certify that I am the official 
stenographic reporter of the County Court for Iron County , 
Wisconsin and that the above and foregoing is a true, correct, 
and complete transcript of the proceedings had at the meeting 
of shareholders of the VThite Way Motel, Inc., at the White 
Way Motel, Hurley, Wisconsin on the 27th day of June, 1978 
as contained in my stenographic notes. 

Dated July 1, 1978. 


Roistered Professional Reporter 
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REAL ESTATE LIEN 


This instrument pertains to the following described property: 


Lots 6 & 7, and the East 1/2 of Lot 8, Block 8, Original 
Plat of the City of Hurley, Iron County, Wisconsin. 
Improvement on real estate known as the Whiteway Motel. 









TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 


Meeting of Shareholders ■ 
of White Way Motel, 


June 27, 1978 
I'Jhite Way Motel 


Hurley, Wisconsin 
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Mr. Richard Mattrella, President of the corporation. 


called the. meeting to order. He called the roll as to 
shareholders present and they were: Richard Mattrella, 
62 shares; 


RICHARD MATTRELLA: Okay. This is the meeting of 
the shareholders of White Way Motel, Incorporated, Hurley, 
Wisconsin, and this meeting is called pursuant to notice 
to all of the shareholders. The notice contains the pur¬ 
pose of the meeting and that is to cancel all the shares 
that are held in. the names of persons v/ho have not paid 
any consideration for their shares. And that the persons 
in attendance are myself, Richard Mattrella, and I am the 
holder of sixty-two shares,_ 


So I am representing my .sixty-two 



The next stockholder is— 


LOIS GASBARRI: 


RICHARD MATTRELLA: - 


LOIS GASBARRI: 



RICHARD riATTRELLA: Wait a while. We've got to get 


your name. 


LOIS GASBARRI: Lois Gasbarri. . 


-2- 























how many shares are outstanding? Can you total up those 
shares I give you? So we don’t have to know any further. 
We just want to know who is in attendance here. So we’ve 
got a representation of a total of how many shares now? 
- I I‘ve got all the shares here now 



How much is 


that? 





here are 



and this— The shareholders 
lin stocks, shares 


of stock, so you got holders of shares of stock 


shares- so that's a majority. There's 
the old man, Jack— Louie's father and 



which comes to 


RICHARD 


MATTRELLA; Then we got somebody else^ 


too much. 


LOUIS GASBARRI: I think 


Do you want me to look 


in the book? ‘ 

RICHARD MATTRELLA: What do you got | | down for? 


LOUIS GASBARRI; 


I think he said. 


There it is.\ 


RICHARD MATTRELLA; Look in the book, Louie 
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LOUIS GASBARRI; She had 


RICHARD MATTRELLA: So you show 




So let's make a correction that 


So that takes it down to 


it is supposed to be. 


No. There's 


/.so we show a total 


shares of stock. Now, you show 


on the record* that the purpose of the meeting is to cancel 
all the outstanding shares held by people who hold in trust 


only except for Mr. 
that when\ 


_I agrees 

by people 


who are interested in the corporation, that he will vender 
then the shares back to the corporation to be divided equally 


between myself, Richard Mattrella,|_ 

A VOICE; Now, wait. Do you got[ 


too? 


RICHARD MATTRELLA; No. No, she holds hers until the 
place is sold. She gets her representative per share payment. 
If you sell for X number of dollars, you divide the number 
of shares outstanding into that and her fifteen will go into 
that, and she'll get back what each one of you get per share. 
Unless somebody buys her ahead of time. All right. I call 
the meeting to order. All shareholders that are present are 
asked to vote, all those in favor to cancel out the shares. 


Got it 


LOUIS GASBARRI; 
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RICHARD MATTRELLA: All right, . Do I hear a motion from 
the floor to cancel all the shares outstanding held by the 
people who are not, who are holding only in trust and that 

would represent James Gasbarri,_ 

h That* s it. Is somebody going to make a motion 
to cancel out those shares? Does anybody want to make a 


motion? 


I think it better she does. She 


will say I so move. That’s all, 

I so move. That's all, 

RICHARD MATTRELLA: Have you got the motion? Okay. 
All right. Is there a second to the motion? Well, I am 
the presiding officer but I can'step dov7n and second it so 
I second the motion. All those in favor say aye. So I 


am voting^ 


shares in favor— I am voting ^ j 
\ in favor, I don’t know what 


position you are going to take. 

_ You got me in a jackpot, I could ppen 

my mouth a hell of a lot and I don’t want to, 

RICHARD MATTRELLA: No, I don’t want you—to put you in 
the position to weaken your security but it is in the minutes 



I No, I’ll just withhold temporarily, 
RICHARD MATTRELLA: But you are willing to vote your 




shares in favor of the motion] 
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t 


OpOM 


\ 


7 


Does that tie me up? 


b6 
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RICHARD MATTRELLA: NO. 

I will vote. 


RICHARD MATTRELLA: You have no objection to the— He*s 
voting / | shares in favor of the motion. That's_ 


All right. So we've got[_ 


shares by myself. I have votedf 
of 


has voted[ 


shares of 

has voted^ ^shares 

\ 




\ _ 

_1 and then are you going to vote 


in 


this favor? 

LOIS GASBARRI: Yea. 

RICHARD MATTRELLA: Okay. So she's voting 
shares for 


7 


b6 
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Motion is carried• All right. 


DO I hear a motion that the shares outstanding except for 

land those shares when_ 




^ and except for 


will be divided 


equally between myself 


secretary be ordered to issue those shares excepting the 

and excepting the I 


\ and that the 
pting tl 
]shares 


respectively to myself, Richard Mattrella, 


t 


3 one half each? Are you going to make that motion? 

I so move. 


-7- 





RICHARD MATTRELLA: I second. All right. You vote 
in favor? You cast your vote? 


Yes. 


b6 
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LOIS GASBARRI: Yes. | 

RICHARD MATTRELLA: Do you have any objection. 

You cast the— Mr. 


is voting in favor only 


divided between myself 


and they can be 
All right. You 


show all those shares present cast a vote in favor of that 
second motion. Motion is carried. All right. Is there 
any other business that ought to be transacted? How about 
putting the building up for sale? Is that agreed upon by 


everyone? 

I Sure. b6 

I-1 b7C 

RICHARD MATTRELLA: Do you so move to place the motel 
up for sale and authorize, ah, to accept the highest bid 
for it, assuming everybody agrees? 

_ I so move. 

RICHARD MATTRELLA: We can get the— |_| is 

out of town. Louie called and tried to get him for the 
meeting. Nobody is forced to 'sell.^ In other words, if you 
don’t like the price, you don't have to sell. It will be 
agreed upon, something everybody agrees on. So it will be 
put up for sale by the two principal shareholders,!_ 


-8- 
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ALEX J. RAINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, HURLEY, WISCONSIN; HOBBS ACT - 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION; 00; MILWAUKEE. 

RE MILWAUKEE TELEPHONE CALL TO NORFOLK FEB. 1, 1980. 

FOR INFO NORFOLK, CAPTIONED STATE JUDGB IS UNDER INVESTI¬ 
GATION IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ACTIVITIES BEHIND THE SCENES IN 
THE OPERATION OF THE SHOW BAR, A NUDE DANCING BAR KNOWN FOR 
PROSTITUTION , [~ | HURLEY, WISCONSIN. 
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SHE 


LOS ANGELES AND IS COOPERATING WITH 


INVESTIGATION. AMONG INFORMATION SHE HAS FURNISHED IS THAT IN 

1973 JUDGE RAINERI, THEN DISTRICT ATTORNEY, RECEIVED TWO STOLEN 

OF 

T.V. SETS FROM AMONG A LOAD igt STOLEN SETS PURCHASED IN NEWPORT, 
KENTUCKY, BY RICAHRD MATTRELLA, AND TRANSPORTED TO HURLEY, WISC. 

TEB/djs 
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SHE ACKNOWLEDGED POSSESSION OF TWO SUCH STOLEN SETS HERSELF, AND 
FURNISHED CONSENT TO SEARCH HER RESIDENCE FOR SETS. SEARCH 
REFLECTED TWO GENERAL ELECTRIC 12" PORTA-COLOR T.V.’S, NO MODEL 
NUMBER FOUND, ONE BEARING SERIAL NO. 083118; THE OTHER HAVING 
NUMBER REMOVED. INSIDE SECOND SET ON TUNER WAS LOCATED NO. 
684023, BELIEVED TO BE A SERIAL NUMBER. NCIC NEGATIVE REGARDING 
BOTH. INTERVIEW OF MATTRELLA CORROBORATED ABOVE; SETS REPORTEDL"^ 
WERE STOLEN FROM RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES IN CINCINNATI, OHIO/ 
NEWPORT, KENTUCKY, AREAS. INVESTIGATION REGARDING T.V. SETS 
BEING CONDUCTED PRIMARILY IN EFFORT TO CORROBORATE | ~ 

TESTIMONY, THOUGH CONTINUING VIOLATION OF POSSESSION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY EXISTS. STATE SEARCH WARRANT FOR RAINERI’S RESIDENCE 
ANTICIPATED. 

LOUISVILLE NOTE THAT MATTRELLA HAS BEEN INTERVIEWED AT 
HURLEY, WISCONSIN. 

WARRANTY RECORDS RE GENERAL ELECTRIC T.V.’S MAINTAINED BY 
VITAL T.V. RECORDS, T.V. BUSINESS DEPARTMENT, GENERAL ELECTRIC 
CORP., P.O. BOX 1234, PORTSMOUTH, VIRGINIA. 

NORFOLK ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE IF ANY WARRANTY INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE RE ORIGINAL PURCHASERS OF 12" PORTA-COLOR T.V.'S, 
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SERIAL NUMBERS 684023 AND 083118. IF SUCH INFORMATION AVAILABLE 
AND PURCHASERS IN CINCINNATI/NEWPORT AREA, SET FORTH APPROPRIATE 
LEADS FOR INTERVIEW TO DETERMINE IF THESE SETS STOLEN AND FOR 
SOME REASON NOT IN NCIC. 

CINCINNATI CONTACT SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPT., WHICH 
ON MARCH 1, 1973, HAD IN CUSTODY ONE ^ 

WHO ADMITTED TO OVER 30 HOUSE BURGLARIES IN CINCINNATI, OHIO, 
AREA INVOLVING T.V. SETS AND DETERMINE SPECIFIC LOCATIONS 
BURGLARIZED AND IF ABOVE DESCRIBED T.V. SETS CAN BE IDENTIFIED 
AS POSSIBLY COMING FROM THESE RESIDENTIAL BURGLARIES. 

SUTEL RESULTS. 

BT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


11/JJq/JB. 


LOUIS GASBARRI, date of birth August 6, 1918, 

410 Poplar Street, Hurley, Wisconsin, telephone number 
715-561-4590, advised that he is the son or J/^S GASBARRI, 
who has been dead approximately 10 years, and is the brother 
of JOHN GASBARRI, also known as 


abmit 1975. 


_,__ Jack, Jackpot, who died in 

In addition to himself and JACK. JAMES had I I 


Wisconsin. I 


I 


J 


telephone number 


1 
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In around 1960, the White Way Mot el was established 



JAMES GASBARRI. 

JACK GASBARRI, 

1 1 These were the original 


b7C 


stockholders having the following approximate shares; 


RICHARD MATTRELLA - over 30 shares, exact number 
unknown. 


JAMES GASBARRI - 50 shares. 
JACK GASBARRI - 32 shares. 


b6 

b7C 


When JAMES GASBARRI and JACK GASBARRI died, their 
stockholdings were never settled and until the recent sale 
of the White Way Motel, they have been on the books as 
stockholders of the above number of shares. Neither JAMES 
nor JACK left a will when they died, although neither one’s 
estates went through probate court. JAMES did not leave 
much, as he was sick during the last years of his life and 
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his bills were mainly taken care of by JACK. It was 
LOUIS GASBARRI’s feeling, however, that upon his father’s 
death, his father’s 50 shares of Tl^ite Way Motel stock 
should rightful ly have been equally divided among the 

J When JACK died, t here was again no probate 


^proceedin g, all of his belongings 

During the summer of 1978, there was a meeting 
of White Way Motel, Inc. at the motel. Present at the 
^ meeting were RICHARD MATTRELLA:I I LOIS GASBARR I 

by ALEX RAINERI, Circuit Judge of Iron County; and himself, 
LOUIS GASBARRI. The main topic of the meeting was to approve 
the sale of the motel, which was done. RAINERI called his 
court reporter, who came to the meeting and recorded the 
minutes, for which she was paid by the corporation. LOUIS 
GASBARRI has seen these minutes and stated that what is 
recorded is correct but the minutes are incomplete and do 
not present a true picture of the participation of ALEX 
RAINERI in the meeting. RAINERI, during the course of the 
meeting, made a few comments and assisted RICHARD MATTRELLA 
in the meeting’s organization. RAINERI acted more in an 
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I Everyone present questioned 
why RAINERI was attending this meeting. The question of 
stock ownership came up and LOUIS pointed out that his father 
still owned 50 shares. DICK MATTRELLA claimed that JAMES 
GASBARRI’s shares represented his (MATTRELLA’s) money and 
they were in Mr. GASBARRI*s name only. LOUIS recalled that 
on the day his father died, his brother, JACK GASBARRI, told 
him that JAMES still had 50 shares of White Way Motel stock 
valued at $5,000 ($100 per share). At the meeting, ALEX 
RAINERI said that if JAMES had any shares, they should have 
been paid off by JACK GASBARRI for $5,000 when the family 
cottage called the Island, near Marenisco, Michigan, was sold 
about 15 years ago. The family cottage had been in LOUIS 
GASBARRI’s name. RAINERI maintained that JAMES GASBARRI had 
no money in the corporation and that the only investors were 
JACK GASBARRI and DICK MATTRELLA. _ In so claiming. AL EX was 

jack’s 

shares♦ ALEX said to LOIS GASBARRI> JACK*s first w ife^ who 
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was the only survivor of JACK. _^ 

I LOUIS GASBARRI tiad been 
arguing for years with DICK MATTRELIA about his father’s 
shares of stock, \7hen ALEX RAINERI backed DICK MATTRELLA's 
position, there was not much that LOUIS could do to contest 
this. Since he was not out any money of his own, having 
invested nothing in the shares, he decided to drop the issu e. 
LOUIS furthe r noted that l [ 

I Wisconsin, also ha d shares in the corporation 
and as faras he knows,[ ' 

his shares. He noted 
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]has never been compensated for 
that both the shares of[ 


shares ofI 
RICHARD MA' 


Iwere paid off by the corporat ion, and the 


] 


.TTRELU. 


were turned over to 




LOUIS noted that he had been called to this meeting 
because he had managed the White Way Motel from its opening 
in November, 1960, unt il Mav 27. 1979. when the motel closed 
just before its sale. I \ 

land LOIS GASBARRI| 

tiad L l at the motel. Just before the 


sale, the State of Wisconsin was after the motel corporation 
to pay these employees minimum wage, which the corporation 
was not doing as it was not making any money. The original 
asking price for the m otel was 390.000. T his was decided 
upon by DICK MATTRELLA l ' I LOUIS did not 

recall any statements or input from ALEX RAINERI regarding 
the selling price or later lowering of th is price. At one 
meeting of the mot ^l corp oration. Realtor J | was 

I who listed and ult 


present an d it wa s 


business. 


T 


who listed and ultimately sold the 


received an offer to purchase the motel for 


$65,000 and a meeting of the shareholders was called to 
determine whether or not this offer would be accepted. This 
meeting was held in February o r March, 1979, and present at 
the meeting were I _ _ If attorney named! I from 

Ironwood. Michigan; LOIS GASBARRI;! I of Ironwood, 

Michigan. ! H RICHARD MATTRELLA; and 

Richard’s I \ , i show up 

for the meeting. This meeting was held two days after its_ 

originally scheduled date, wh en it was postponed because I 
I I On the date of the original 
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meeting« I I had come to Hurley from Merrill to 

attend this meeting. At th e later meetin g* HOWARD HARDY 
acted as a proxy fori I Nobody actedT 


cnown. 


acted as a proxy for I _ I Nobody acted I I 

I The offer to purchase 

came rrom i l ^nd-an associate and their 

financing was not icnovm* I \ had stopped the sale once 
by placing a lien on the property to hold it up. They then 
had to get her to release her lien, which held up the sale 
several months. The original offer to purchase had been 
in effect until April 30, 1979, but the pu rchasers ag reed 
to lengthen their offer while the problems I I were 

being ironed out . LOUIS has heard that ALEX RAINERI put 
~l up to making the offer of $60,000 plus 
commission for the motel, then later backed out of financing 
its purchase. 

After the sale of the motel, there were all kinds 
of unpaid bills, including back wages to employees. These 
were taken care of until all creditors were satisfied, and 
what was left should have been divided up among the stock - 

holders • | _ _ _ _ _ I ^ ^ 

his stock. LOUIS was not sure whether or not all of the ^ 

proceeds of the sale had been divided up as there was about 
$7,000 left in the bank at the First National Bank of Ironwood. 
DICK MATTRELLA was in town around November, 1979, and may have 
drawn it out at this time. 


LOUIS advised that his brother, JACK GASBARRI, had 
operated the Showbar in Hurley, Wisconsin, although the building 
in which the Showbar operated was listed in the name of LOUIS 

I J ACK had told LOUIS to sel l the building, ^>6 
keenin g 2570 for himself I T After JACK'S 

death. ! Iwas after LOUIS to give her some sort of a paper 

reflecting I I of the Showbar building. ALEX 

RAINERI, who was Iron County District Attorney at the time, 
prepared and signed such a paper. A couple of months later, 

LOUIS GASBARRI learned that a q uitclaim dee d had been filed 
at the courthouse, showing t ^t I I the property and 

LOUIS owned 25%. Neither he ! R ecalled ever signing 

any such deed, although when they examined the deed at the 
courthouse it appeared to bear their signatures. This deed 
was also prepared by ALEX RAINERI and LOUIS felt that he must 
have signed it inadvertently among the papers presented to him 
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by RAINERI. On one occasion, he has questioned RAINERI 
about this deed and its signing and RAINERI just smiled 
slyly and did not answer his questions. After the Showbar 
burned in April of 1979, the i nsurance man said that the 
insurance for the building was I I He has bs 

shown these described papers to Attorney I I and has b7c 

been told by the Fire Marshal and the insurance adjuster 
that he has a right to 25% of any insuranc e settlement. 

The building was insured for about $55,000 1 I 

never made a claim on this insurance. Until JACK died. 

LOUIS' I 

of.the Ritz Bar Inc., corporate name of the Showbar, for 
the company's liquor license. This was done because his 
brother, JACK, had a criminal record and coul d not obtain 
the license in his name. After JACK'S death, I I 

I At that point, BERT STELLA, 
retired Chief of Police from Hurley, who was the cleanup 
man at the Showbar, was made registered agent. 

LOUIS noted that his father, JAMES GASBARRI, had 
an old house located on mining company property when he died. 
LOUIS has received tax notices for this house for the years 
1975 and 1976 reflecting the house to be listed under JAMES 
GASB ARRI Estate. After JACK GASBARRI's death. I I be 

I ALEX RAINERI |~ I b7C 

getting the proceeds wliicn amounted only to about 
JAMES had originally been a mine worker, later selling 
vegetables he raised in his garden, and in his later years 
JACK got him into a bar as a day bartender at the Flame Bar, 

15 Silver Street in Hurley. JAMES had held a liquor license 
for JACK in that business. 

LOUIS GASBARRI advised that all records of the 
White Way Motel were left in the basement of the mote l when 
it was sold in the summer of 1979 I He 

stated that he does not know where I I resid es and does 

not know his tel ephone number. He stated that his I 

~l has never formally complained about not 
receiving any money for his shares in the White Way Motel, 
although he has occasionally said he was going to make a 
formal complaint. 
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From his association with both the White Way 
Motel and the Showbar, he is aware that some of the dancers 
from the Showbar stayed at the motel. In addition to their 
dancing, some of these girls were occasionally inyolved in^ 
prostitution. The motel ultimately had to prohibit or limit 
the staying of the dancers at the motel because they were 
entertaining too much company at night. One night, the re 
was a big argument between one of the d ancers I ^ 

T at the motel. He learned from i I that 

on another occasion, there were two girls in one unit and 
a large amount of commotion of people going in and out of 
their room. On this occasion, DICK MATTRELIA, who was 
present, had this commotion pointed out to him. MATTRELLA 
then called LOUIS GASBARRI and told him that no 'funny business" 
was to be allowed in the motel. LOUIS noted that a nximber of 
the Negro female dancers who worked at the Showbar often lied 
to him when staying at the motel. 

He st ated that these dancers from the Showbar should 

be aware of the|_| ’ 

ALEX RAINERI. He has observed ALEX RAINERI ^oing into the ’ 
side door of the Showbar quite a number of times, although 
the exact times or dates are unknown. He stated that he 
observed this on occasion when he was at the motel, although 
he was not always in a position to observe the Showbar. He 
noted that local rumor has it that ALEX RAINERI I 


GASBARRI advised that when Bookkeeper I I 

closed up the books of the White Way Motel Corporation after 
its sale, he brought these books to LOUIS GASBARRI to be 
ultimately furnished to DICK MATTRELLA. MATTRELLA has never 
come for these books and GASBARRI had them present at his 
residence at this time. He noted that the minutes book of 
the corporation was not among these records , these only b eing 
the business records. He sugges ted tha t as | H had 

these books at the time of sale, I I may still possess the 

minutes book. 

LOUIS stated that he knew that ALEX RAINERI had 
represented his brother, JACK GASBARRI, before .TACK*s death. 

and after thi s time furnished legal representation to I_ 

I In his opinion, he felt that RAINERI had 
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continued to__ 

became Iron County Cir cuit Judge 
in Hurley that RAINERlf 


even after 
It was common 


RAINERI 
knowle 


f 


ge 


b6 
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GASBARRI made available for review the general 
ledger and miscellaneous account ledger regarding the 
VJhite Way Motel and an envelope containing White Way Motel 
records. He also furni shed copies of an ag reement between bs 
I I LOUIS I { dated December 31,b7c 

1975, relating to the building known as the Showbar; a co py 
of quitclaim deed, document 74784 « between LOUIS GASBARRl l I 

~k and a copy of letter of 
I dated April 8, 1977, to LOUIS GASBARRI, Manager 
of the White Way Motel. 


V- 






White Way Motel Inc. 
Hurley, Wis. 54534 


April 8, 1977 


Mr. Louis Gasbarri, Mgr. 

I have your letter of April 6, with regard to the request 
of Mr. Mattrella. 


I regret to inform you that: while the Showbar has been 
operating since my last payment, it has barely made the 
overhead expenses. In fact it was behind at times. That 
is the reason I am behind with payments. 

While I am writing you about the Motel, I would like you to 
have Mr. Mattrella send me the current true statement o 
assets and liabilities for the motel. Also, the results 
and changes of its operations for the latest fiscal year. 

I request a statement of surplus on hand and if changes 
occurred, the reasons for the change. This information 
should be all in reasonable detail. As soon as I 
examined these records I shall require all of the records 
in detail for the same information of the past 10 years. . 


Wisconsin and Federal laws require a corporation to fur¬ 
nish this information to a shareholder upon request. I 
hope to have this information in 10 days. 

I have already written Mr. Mattrella about other matters 
concerning the motel and you can have him furnish thatj^ 
information also. 


Sincerely yours. 







“COCUMleNT NO. 

y 

74/'84 

\ 


THIS INDENTURE, Made this_day of 

A. D., 19__ Louis GasbarriJ 

as husband I Iindividual! 


STATE OF WISCONSIN-FORM 11 
THIS SPACE RESERVED FOR RECOROIMB DATA 


Ri>;Uioa’Eil*S Oi^T’ICE ) 
IRON COUNTY, WIS. ) 


Recoiled for Record the 






'M. duly recorded in Vol 




I 


part y of the second part. 

Witnessethy That the said part the first part, for and in consideration 

of the sum of One -d o o L - l - ar - an d-obhe^f^eod—and—vajbuabdb e — 

-eens-ar d e r - a baron- , 

_Dollars, to LLcIlt_*" hand paid by the said part of the second part, the receipt •whereof is hereby j 

confessed and acknowledged, ha given, granted, bargained, sold, remised, released, and quit-claimed, and by these presents do_give, | 

grant, bargain, sell, remise, release and quit-claim unto the said part y of the second part, and to _h£Xheirs and assigns forever, the |] 

following described real estate, situated in the County of_T vrtn_and State of Wisconsin, to-wit: 


An undivided 



interest in and to 


7 a nd 8, Block. 1, Northenn Chief Iron Company's 
Third Addition to the City of Hurley, Iron County, Wis. 


Retained by the grantors a One Quarter undivided interest 
in and to the above described propetty,. 

Further agreed by the grantee as part of the consideration 
hereto that she is to pay'all taxes and assessmwnts when 
due and payable and to heat and maintain said building for 
repairs and upkeep during the term of ownership by both 
parties, hereto. 

Upon sale of the building the proceeds shall first go x:o~ 
pay all expenses of sale and the balance divided as p er 
the proporti on of ownership,! land 

1/4 to LouisI to each, I 


Exempt under 77.25(9). 


—I L 


To Have and To Hold the same, together with all and singular the appurtenances and privileges thereunto belonging or in anywise 
thereunto appertaining, and all the estate, right, title, interest and claim whatsoever of the said parting, of the first part, cither in law or 

equity, either in possession or expectancy of, to the only proper use, benefit and behoof of the said part —y— of the second part.^iB^^_ 

_ ■ heirs and assigns forever. 

In Witness Whereof, the said part of the first part hayg— hereunto set — -g thi s Ist 
day of . a. D., ip 


(SEAL) 




STATE OF WISCONSIN, 


Personally came before me, this, 
the above named _ 


County. 


.day of. 


.Se^t_ember_ 


(SEAL) 


(SEAL) 


(SEAL) !, 

. jL. 


.,A.D..10_25 

b6 


to me know 


/n to be the person_who executed the forgoing instniment and acknowledg ed the-safne. 


NOTARY 
' SEAL 


This instrument dratted by 


Notarj' Publij_| 

My Commission (Expires) (Is)j^ 


County, Wis. 




(Section 59.51 CD of ttie WUconeln Statutes profMes that all Initroinents to be recorded sbatl bare plainly printed or typewritten thereon the • 
names of the grantors, ftranteet, witnesses and notary). tnrrron tiic • 
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' * • ' ■' '- . " AQRSEMS'rjr 

'. I'. ^ '■ . '■'' '-'' • 

This agreament ®ade by and between 
KurLay©» Wisconsin and Louis Gasbarri 
of Iiurley» vrisconsin. 




,. p,'**-\3n***f * ^4. 
y < " ■* , 


^ T" ^!r 


i * . •« 

"♦.t .4t 








^ . r' \ k 

b6 
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.'.. ••. :1 


In consideration of the conveyance by Louis Gasbarri v*;. 

. • ' b6 - ' 

interest xn and ro *, 


. f 

Ixsts 7 and 3, Block I, Northern Chief Iron Company Vs 3rd Addition^,.,, 

to the City of Hurley, Iron County, WisconsinI-^-|aoes ' .. 

« 

hereby: • ... 


.V-i 


Sell, assign and convey to Louis Gasbarri 


interest in and to 


b6 

b7C 


'^'X S 


all fixtures, equipment and personal property located u^n said 
Lots 7 and 3 and in the building known as the Shov/bar,^ City or 
Kurl'3y/ firorx County# Wisconsin. 

r 

I Louis Gasbarri from 


Save Harmless 


b6 . 
b7C 


any and all oliitas or suits ror proparty da,nags or psrsonal injury 
occurring on said pre,nises or iron.'any and all debts incurred as 
a resulu of the operation ofthe showbar business. 

She agrees that Louis Gasbarri] 

sell_ 


may 


interest in said Showbar building and equipment 


b6 .. 
b7C 


ac any time subject to offering first purchase rights to 
at the same price tis che 


may be offered to 


shall assume all responsibility for 

* 


others for sale. 

That 

all debts and expanses and repairs and itnprove.nents made to the 
Showbar premises above described and hold harmless lx)uis Gasbarri 

frorik cxny' nnd all Ix^oility therefor. 


b6 

b7C 




That 


shall take full responsibility for: be J 

L b7C • ' 


any Violations of any City Ordinance, State Law or Badeoal i.aw 
resulting from the operation of the Sho^af ubBsinass, and especHly 


'i- 


V 

> > 


i 

♦ 

4 

> 

i 

' J a. 

^ ' A. 

‘ 1 

r ^ ^ ^ ^ 

m 

h"' 

n - 4*" 


„»' „,;t; I V*. hi 11 a. 


L;- ,t ..-ifeftiwi'./., • 



.'4, 

A. V/ 
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Date of transcription^ 


1/18/80 


I Holida y Inn, Hurley, 

I the H oliday Inn 
I and has 


^ The Holiday Inn is_owned 


Wisconsin, advised thatT 
Mote l since I 

been i _ _ 1~ i. - 

by Brooke Inns, P* 0* Box 309, Lake Forest, Illinois* 

When the Holiday Inn opened a manager was 
brought in from Minnesota, and, as state law required 
the corporate agent to have been a resident of Wisconsin 
for at least one year, this manager could not be listed 
as agent on the Holiday Inn*s liquor license* At that ' 
time ALEX RAINERI was District Atto rney of Ir on County, 


b6 

b7C 


RAINERI *s 


and somehow, in a ma nner unknown to [__^ 

I I ended up on the liquor license as 

corporate agent* Sne has remained so listed since that 
time, the license being renewed o n a yearly basis on 
June 30th of each year* , | [n oted that she has always 

been a resident of "Wisco nsin* and 
in 1974. could Im ve been[ 


b6 

b7C 


since becoming 


£ 


She assumed t hat there was a tee involved 
for the use of[ 


to Mrs * I __ _ ____ 

this fee being paid by the office of I I Attorney 

for Brooke Inns, at Janesville, Wisconsin* I I 

I [ Holiday Inn Downtown, Green Bay, 

Wisconsin, was director of operations when the Holiday 
Inn was built in Hurley* and,would be the best p erson 
to know how Mrs * I ' „ ^ ^ 

liquor license* The only other person still a direct or 
of the corporation who was so in 1972, is Mr* I I himself* 

of Lake Forest, Illinois* The Holiday Inn was btiilt by 
Naaman Robinson Construction, upon t he recomme ndation of 
the Holiday Inn Corporation* and Mr* I 1 is now be¬ 
lieved to reside ! I She has heard 

rumors of a lot of theft and prostitution at the Holiday 
Inn during construction, but she was not present at the 
time to know of this* 

She has received a numb er of complaints and 
ques tions from Ideal people as to | ~| 

Mrs* I 1 Holiday Inn, a number stating that 

they did not want to drink at the Holiday Inn if the 


b6 

b7C 


Investigation on. 


1/14/80 


^at. 


Hurley, Wisconsin 


-File 


MI 194-35 xS'§ 


by. 


SA 


hah 


.Date dictated. 


1/18/80 


b6 

-b7C 
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Hwe re in any w av involved in its business. She 
has seen the l J present a few times at the Holiday 

Inn, at a charity ball, to witness entertainment, and 
on several occasions in th e summer^ thoujgh they are not 

at a l1 regular customers. I P i s not, to _ 

Mrs. I I knowledge, employed outside I ~ 

There never has been a liquor problem or 
arrest in connection with the Holiday Inn property. 

The Holiday Inn has experienced some problems 
with dancers from the Show Bar, Hurley, Wisconsin, who 
were staying at the Holiday Inn and also being involved 
in prostitution. She recalled one incident, date not 
recalled, when a negro female dancer from the Show Bar 
was observed by the Holiday lnn*s night manager knocking 
on doors and soliciting prostitution business. She 
personally called the Show Bar an d stated that she wanted 
this girl out of the Holiday Inn. I I 

Chief Deputy Sheriff, later arrived and took this girl 
to the airport. Show Bar dancers often stayed at the 
Holiday Inn, and one of the biggest problems the Holiday 
Inn expe rienced was in getting their correct names. 

I 1 advised that lists of the Holiday Inn*s registrants 

were kept on a month by month basis for seven years, 
so almost all registration records since the Inn opened 
would be available if one knew the month to check. 


b6 
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b6 
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1 



Date of transcrfptfon^ _i/aa/.8.o_ 


I was interviewed at her resid ence 


b6 

b7C 


Hurley, Wisconsin, (telephone|_ 


furnished the following information: 


She 




o^-med by the L 


She has 

and her 

now deceased husband, 

FACKPOT” GASBARRI, 


the Show Bar, 


JACK GASBARRI died;! H 

1 White Wav Motel. Hurlev. Wisconsin. 


b6 

b7C 


left the Show Bar 


land RICHARD MATTRELLA. She 


I 


Mrs, [ 


]advised that the Show Bar employed 


"strippers” and also who were'very 


dancers who were acttial 
likely prostitutes. Although she could not state positively 
that the girls "hustled" at the Show Bar, their activities 
indicated that this was going on. On occasion, the 
dancers would meet with men in the bar and would take 
them upstairs or out of the bar, the dancers later 
returning alone. On a number of occasions the dancers 
stayed ne xt-door at the White W ay Motel, and on many 


b6 

b7C 


occasions 


discover me n in the rooms of the dancers. 


lat the Mot el she woul d 


dancers for another person’s presence. She 


experienced a number of problems with the Show Bar girls 
at the White Way Motel, and there were "peopl e coming 
and going a ll night," When she complained to \ 
about this, F 


as many of the dancers were neeros. 
RICHARD MATTRELLA, \dio was part owner o; 


Un one occasion RICHARD MATTRELLA, \dio was part owner of 
the I-Jhite Way Motel was present when ah incident occurred, 
and he personally k icked the prostitute out of the motel, 
MATTRELLA then told I I he did not want prostitution 

occurring there. On another night there was an incident 
in which the Hurley Police Department was called. Thi s 
incident invol ved a l 

I and another] 


1/14/80 


Dy- 


vestjgation , 

_ i 

.a_ 

at - y 7 _1 

It 

sa| 


__ -Date dictated 


File # 


MI 194-35-^4? 


T 


1/18/80 


b6 

b7C 
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TjV>n wprp involved In the 


in Ironwood, Michigan ^ in late 
is o\med by a man n amed I 


a liquor store called the 
Hurley* 


■t:eis^_ 

who also owns 


b6 
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in 


Mrs. [ 


Hurley, Wisconsin. 
of ALEX MINERI* T 


thatf 


advised that it is no secret in 


IRAINE RI 

This oc- 


curred|~ 
GASBARRT 


] 


I death of JACKPOT 

in late 1975, while RAINERI was initially District 
Attorney of Iron County, and extending into 1978 and 1979 
when RAINERI was Judge of Iron County. On one occasion 
I told her that if there wer e any problems and she 

1 should contact RAINERI. 

RAINERI was almost a daily visitor to the Show B ar before 
it burned an d also reeu larily telephoned to talk l I 


. _ _ 

JRAINERI regularily made trips to 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and to Iron Rive r. Michi 2 a n. to 


at the bar. [ 


locate girls to dance at the Show Bar,| Ixvould 

bring the m back to Hurley. This she learned in c onversa- 
tion from I ] RAINERI 

he would get into trouble with this activity, but he 
said ‘'nothing can happen to him," 


On particular incident which [ 


] recalled. 


I j the Jack-0’-Lantern Bar in Iron River, 

Michigan, accompanied by a negro female dancer, arrived 
one cold fall day at the White Wav M otel and entered in 
order to register, | |the Jack-0 ‘-L antern 

stated that they had come to Hurley by bus, which 
knew was not the case as there was no bus running at that 
time. Later in conversat ion with the negro female dancer, 
this dancer told I I that they had been transpor ted 

from Iron River to Hurley bv ALEX RAINERI. [ 


f eed 
de- 


]Jack-0‘-Lantern as being 


1 The girls who danced at the Show Bar also wrked 


b6 

b7C 


b6 
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at the Jack-0‘-Lantern, 

In September, 1978, _ 

ALEX RAINERI to Reno, Nevada, where RAINERI was attending 


b6 
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a lega l conference* She bel 
know s about RAINERI*s 


mi\ 


- RAINERI*s 


11 ^ 


NERI 




the VJhite Wa 


Igglgai 


In early 1979, RAINERI and 


this time 




onsxn* in a 




une o 






tlM 


mad at h 
RAINERI 


ecauseiihad gotten 




llllsHtT 


in Hurxey 


On anot 




tend b ar at the S how Bar* One night Mrs* 

~1 sometime after I tOO a.m> at the T-Jhite 
ay Motel. I I inquiring if Mrs. 

I that 

I at the White Wav M 


e mocei ana | I and 
was very angry ^ At tnat time I I to dial 
a pbone number | I to ”ask for ALEX 
_ aid this and a voice she believed to have been 
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Date of transcription. 


1/18/80 


I Hurley, Wisconsin, b6 

L 


furnished the follov'Ting intormation: 


1 located at this addr ess, Itfl 


1 because _ofI 


7 


_/ He had been trying to obtain a liquor license 

since September, 1978, for his opera tion, having his 


I I IThile these attempts 
were being made, he heard that alisa RAINERI was reported 
to have contacted the Hurley City Council an d told them 


not to issue a license 


they did not have the power to vote to give]. 


C 


license, [ 
liquor license and thel 


t 


in that 


fina lly had a friend of hi s obtain a 


t 


!3 


I 


] ghfl^pd Miflt-, f-h<ar 


z 


He stated thatT 


_^_I he is quii 

iipaiai- in hhis matter with ALEX RAINERI, Ir on County 
Circuit Judee, as he was told by, RAIN E ^I* s I 




i that ALEX RAINERI [ 


T 


stated that it was common knowledge 

## _ __ 


in Hurley, Wisconsin, that prostitution was being carried 
on by the dancers of the Show Bar, These dancers were 
using the upstairs of the Show Bar and also the White Way 
Motel located next-door to the Show ]^ar to turn their 
tricks. In about October . 1978, he, 
at the Show Bar for about I 


when ALEX RAINERI 


] 


ALEX attended a judicial convention. 


I to Re no. Ne vada, where 


did not admit 


b6 

b7C 


/into pros titution^ 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


1/14/80 .. Hurley, Wisconsin 

_ L 


by. 


.Sil 


T 


l:hah 


.Date dfctated. 


«... MI 19^-35 -^/ 

1/18/80 bs 
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initially I _ IRAINERI. but told I 

that she was going to I I 

However, while she was gone she cal ledI 
I I and she referred I I to a man 

from Ironwood. Michigan, name not recalled. A t this 
time I I through the telephone^ overheard I 

^ ALEX R AINERI. Since tha 
time It tias become co mmon knowledge_ 


o^TOed 


advised that the Sh ox? Bar was originally Kg 

L JACK ’’JACKPOT” GASBARRI, k7c 
I The Show Bar burned in early 
I belief from stories that he has 


1979. and it is I I belief from stories that he h 

hear d that I _ I He stated 

that I 

I I and he believed that ALEX RAINERI. who 

"doesn't do anything for nothing” may have either owned 
the Show Bar or have been attempting to own it. At the 
time the ! 

with ALEX RAINERI. and they were in the process of br^ 
UP, Additionally.I 


rumors indicatec 


I He not ed that 
the Show Bari 


_ I I sa id that the names I^ITNEY OSBOURN 

I we re vaguely familiar to him, and 

he believed them to be)__living 

in a rooming house at l ' I Hurley. Wisconsin. 

He stated that to his knowledge these individuals have 
never had any hand in the operation of the Show Bar, 
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[ 


] advised that ALEX RAINERI was deeply 


involved in the operation of the Show Bar and related 
prostitution activities, and he has extensive information 
relating to this. On o pe instance he learned from a 


dancer at the Show Bar, 


that ALEX RAINERI 


had traveled to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to get her to bring 
her-bac k to dance at the Show Bar and to engage in nros ti 
tutlon. A 



__—_r-_i lie stated 

that with such a guarantee he would be more than happy 
to ’’make a case” against ALEX RAINERI, 


b6 

b7C 
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Date of transcription. 


1/21/80 


RICHARD MATTRELLA, 32 Bordeaux Drive, Highland 
Heights, Ken tucky (606-441-0001). was contacted a t the j. 

residence ofl , • ' Hurley, j. 

Wisconsin I t where he furnished the fol- 

lomng information: 

He was originally a partner in the VThite Way 
Motel Corporation, Hurley, Wisconsin, with JACK ’’JACKPOT” 
GASBARRI. While JACKPOT^’ was still alive, the Internal 
Revenue Service placed a lien against GASBARRI and MATTRELLA 
for $31,000 in back taxes. IThen ’’JACKPOT” died, MATTRELLA, 
as ’’jackpot’s” partner, became liable for his taxes, 
and entered into an agreement to pay the Internal Revenue 
Service $57,800, consisting of taxes of roughly $31,000 
and interest of roughly $26,000. When the White Way 
Motel was sold in 1979 for $60,000, the first requirement 

was that back payments to employees be made, and from _^ 

this LOUI E GASBARRI received $9,000, I I 

l and FRENCHIE CLOIS) GASBARRI received $1,100. 
MATTRELLA. who ha s 62 shares of I-Jhlte Way Motel st ock. 

I taking this along with th e money I I 

had owed him and applying it to the lien of I \ 

I After everything was divided up there 
was still about $7,000 in the bank, and on December 31, 

1979, MATTRELLA closed the T-Jhite Way Motel bank account 

by taking a check for $6,900 from the ban k and making it 
payable to l _ I On Jani:iarv 9. _^ 

1980. MATTRELLA made a payment of $27.000 to | 

[ representing taxes going all the way 
back to 1953 for the Club Carnival. This was for cabaret 
tax, entertainers taxes, etc., and involved a 1958 settle¬ 
ment for approximately $70,000. HATTRELLA stated that 
JACK GASBARRI had been paying over $900 per month on 
this settlement, which was half paid for when the Club 
Carnival burned in the early 1970's. MATTRELLA stated 
that he did not realize even a dime from the sale of 
the ^-Jhite Way Motel. 

In 1952 MATTRELLA, who had been bom and raised 
in Hurley, Wisconsin, went to Kentucky to go into business. 
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In 1953 he and JACK 6ASBARRI built the Club Carnival in 
Hurley, Wisconsin, which they owned and operated until 
it burned in 1971. Later they pur chased the Show Bar under 
land contract i I and JACK made the payments 

on the building until it was paid off. JACK could not 
put the Show Bar into his name because he owed the govern¬ 
ment taxes and they would take it, so it was placed in 
the name of his brother, LOUIS 6ASBAKRI. MATTRELLA stated 
that he had always been under the impression that he ovmed 
part of the Show Bar, but LOUIE said that JACK told him 
before he died that LOUIE was to get one-fourth and 

I LOUIE told MATTRELLA that |_ 

_I ALEX RAINERI got him (LOUIE) to sign some papers, 

and without LOUIE^ s knowledge he ended up having signed _ 

a quick claim deed |_| 


_ In April. 1979. the Show Bar burned. I I ,^ 

I , , ■ . I ^ January 2, 1980, 

MATiKtaLLA Went to See the insurance adjuster, xdio said _ 

that the insurance company wants to|| 
before paying off on the insurance. and I I 

I I so they will not release payment until they 

are satisfied. 


In the early 1960 *s the White Way Motel Corpora¬ 
tion borrowed $50,000 from a bank in Duluth to purchase 
the motel at auction, have it moved, and then build On an 
addition at its current location. The corporation con¬ 
sisted of RICHARD I-IATTRELLA, secretary ; **JACKPOT” GASBARR I. 
president; his father. JAMES GASBARRI;I I 

**JACKP0T»S”| I ”JACK^POT»s»» b7c 

I who was then ”JACKP0T*s” 

] RICHARD’S I I 


b6 


MATTRELLA stated that he did not know the reason this 
was made into a corporation, as he and "JACKPOT” were 
the only investors. The corporate stockholders remained 
the same until the motel was sold in 1979 . except that 
when "JACKPOT" | ... r ’J ACKPOT" paid 

her off for her stock. At the time of sale I 
claimed that l la nd 

had cashed them in for his investment, thus I "H was 
paid off at the time of sale. 
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From 1962 until the present, MATTRELLA has been 
in Kentucky, and not in direct touch with what has been 
going on in the T-Jhite Way Motel* His only contact with 
the motel was that he stayed there when he came to visit 
relatives in Hurley. The bank in Duluth was paid off, 
but there never seemed to be any profit in the motel, 
and money was disappearing, ostensibly on linen costs, 
but apparently into someone*s pocket. 


In the summer of 1978 MATTRELLA was at a 
White Way M otel Corporation meeting at which ALEX RAINE RI 
was present | I 

RAINERI talked and took an active part in t he meeting . 
at which it wa s decided to sell the motel. 11 

to sell the mo tel, and ALEX had r&f^ntmruandp d 

"TCZ 




because MATTRELLA 


vmen tnev tinallv had a sale for hhA [ 


I_ _ _ _^lATTRELLA was all ALEX 

RAINERI*s doing, MATTRELLA stated that he has his om 
ideas that ALEX RAINERI wanted to buy the motel, but 
he has never heard that RAINERI actually was involved in 
its purchase. 


b6 

b7C 


MATTRELLA stated that he really had no hand 
in the operation of the Show Bar, which was operated 
completely by ”JACKFOT” | | He did not 

think that ’’JACKPOT” had a will when he died, though JACK 
and ALEX RAINERI were very close and JACK put a lot of 
trust into ALEX, 


b6 

b7C 


MATTRELLA stated that ALEX 

b6 

1 

’JACKPOT" was still 


from the Show Bar for years, and also from other bars in 
Hurley, Wisconsin, though he declined to say which ones* 
Though he and ALEX attended high school together, they 
are not the best of friends and ALEX has ’’done everything 
in his power to screw MATTRELLA out of the motel and 
everything else,” MATTRELLA noted that when he was con¬ 
victed of racketeering in 197^4 and was about to be sentenced, 
he was requested to give testimony against ’’JACKPOT” 











GASBARRI and ALEX RAINERI, ^diom the government wanted to 
prosecute. He stated at that time he did not know in¬ 
formation which would incriminate these individuals. 

_ MATTREL LA advised that he has recently talked 

to I I who has said that ALEXI I 

I ”reallv burv ALEX” and 
I that ALEX got prostitutes from 
Iron River. Michigan, and brought them to Hurley. MATTRELLA 
stated that I I has also told him this. 

MATTRELLA advised that he has never paid anything 
to ALEX RAINERI, though “JACKPOT” paid quite a lot of 
money to ALEX, including paying his expenses to Las Vegas 
and making collections from four or five places in 
downtox-m Hurley which he then gave to ALEX. MATTRELLA 
described "JACKPOT” as being ALEX*s "bag man” and the 
places in downtom Hurley that were involved as being 
other bars involved in prostitution. 

ALEX RAINERI has been District Attorney of 
Iron County since his brother quit in about 1960, 
until he became Judge at the beginning of 1978, To the 
best of MATTRELLA*s knowledge, there have never been 
any local arrests for prostitution and there has never 
been any pressure from the local police to enforce 
prostitution laws or closing hours laws. He noted that 
all of the bars in Hurley turned out their lights at 
closing time but kept on going inside with business 
as usual. He noted that the prosecutor of Iron County 
is in a strong position and "JACKPOT** GASBARRI was well 
liked and '*made himself liked by the law”, financially, 

MATTRELLA stated he did not know "JACKPOT** 
to be giving cash Christmas presents to law enforcement 
officers in Iron County, Wisconsin, but stated that he 
knows JACKPOT** gave out a case or so of whiskey for 
Christmas on occasion, 

MATTRELLA stated that he wuld never have 
thought of selling the ^'Jhite Way Motel, a 20 unit motel, 







for $60.000. a s the origina l asking price wa s $90,000* 

I I told him that I I was interested 

in the mot el at $60,000, and MATTRELLA went to see 
I I at which t ime this was off ered and MATT RELLA 

laughed, I I then said it was I I to 

sell the motel for $60^ 000. but MATTRELLA has later 
heard that ALEX RAINERl| to making that 

offer* 
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ALBERT STELLA, also known as, BERT, age 71, 

224 Cary Road (Highway 77), Hurley, Wisconsin (561-2336), 
advised he has been retired from his position of 
Chief of Police at Hurley, Wisconsin, for seven years, 
having been a Hurley police officer for 21 years, 
during which time he never asked for or took a dollar 
from anyone, STELLA advised further as follows: 

He has worked at the Show Bar, Hurley, 
Wisconsin, cleaning up during the morning hours, from 
two or three years before JACK GASBARRI died, right 
up until the Show Bar burned in April, 1979, The 
Show Bar was originally owned by JACK “JACKPOT” GASBARRI 
and RICHARD MATTRELLA as partners, but MATTRELLA sold 
out to “JA yOT” sometime before JACKPOT” 

“JA CKPOT * s ” f 


Barf 


I STELLA described]] 


, ___ ■ . ___,_lof the Bax's 

existence, at wh^i ch timft| [ 

During Chat latter period o n occasion 


IwbUld call STELLA at the bar and ask him 


During this period or time 


L 


wnen sne was having these problems STELLA suggested to 



of the Show Bar, 

I-Then “JACKPOT” was still alive, ALEX RAINERI, 
now Judge ^nd formerly District Attorney of Iron County, 
I I were present at the Show Bar regularly, 

s” death. STELLA has heard nmors that 


Since ”J/ 

^CKPOT 


IalexT 




and he has heard 


car, 


A ALEX* s 

but he has never seen alEX RAINERI/ ^-7 

and as he worked mornings at the Show Bar he never saw 
RAINERI there* o'pc'tta ^^ 


he went to 



He noted that| a 

hurley* Wisconsin* 

1 1 Ji 1 _ 1 

IS tryins to sell 


possess keys 
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investigationnn 1/15/80 Hurley, Wisconsin 

SAs 


by- 


"T 


TEB:hah 
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to her house. [ 
that burned the 



shortly after the fire 


STELLA stated that when ”JACKPOT” was living 
he believed th at ALEX RAINERI was doing some of the 
book work for the Show Bar. La ter^ an Ironwood, Michigan, 
bookkeeper, named I i did the book s until 

about one month before the Show Bar burned. I I used 
to come to the bar to pick up information regarding 
the bar*s receipts. 

At the time the Show Bar burne d ther e was nobody 
living above it. On previous occasions, I I often had 
dancers, who were also believed to be prostitutes, staying 
above the bar. In later years -a ntimber of these were negro 
females who caused a lot of problems with the law and 


STELLA acknov7ledged that he was the registered 
a^ent and president of the corporation holding the liquor 
license for the Show Bar, the corporation being called 
Ritz Bar, Inc, ^^hen "JACKPOT” was livings he had asked 
STELLA to be the agent on the liquor license because 
"jackpot” had a criminal record, "JACKPOT" presented 
STELLA with an original paper to sign which made him 
president of the. corporation and agent, though "JACKPOT” 
stated, "this did not mean anything," STELLA stated he 
did not get paid anything for having these positions, 
and during the time he has been listed as president of 
the corporation he has never attended a corporate meeting. 
Every year he was presented with a similar paper-to be 
signed for renewal of the liquor license, either bv 
"JACKPOT" or after "JACKPOT’s" death, | ALEX 

RAINERI may have been the lawyer for cue snow Bar when 
"jackpot" was living, but there was never anyone present 
to notarize STELLA*s signature when he signed it on 
these forms, including ALEX. STELLA reiterated that his 
signature was never notarized by anyone in his presence 
on the liquor license renewal forms. He stated that he 
has never had any telephone conversations regarding the 
Show Bar x^ith ALEX RAINERI. 
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STELLA advised that he did not mix with the o\mers 
or management of the Show Bar, but just did his work, which 
consisted of mopping, sweeping, cleaning up, and bringing 
beer supplies up from the basement and putting them in the 
cooler. Most of the time the Show Bar did a good business, 
though toward the end it was not s o profitable. He currently 


has two check 
he is waiting 




1 


that ha ve bounced, and 


b6 

b7C 


STELLA stated that he never delivered envelopes 
or Christmas presents to anyone on the Hurley Police Depart¬ 
ment or Iron County Sheriff's Departm ent, a nd whoever says 
he did so is lying. He recalled that I I gave him a bs 

bottle of liquor for Christmas, but he has no idea of what b? 
she may have given to the police. 


STELLA exhibited a letter dated October 30. 1979, 
from a I , , ^ 

I stating he was an attorney representing I l and 
requestin g that the contents of her car be sent bv STE LLA 
C,0,D, to 


I STELLA stated that he did this 
as requested, the contents of the vehicle being dishes, 
clothes, jewelry, and similar personal items, and not 
being records of the Show Bar which he believed burned 
in the fi re on April 20. 1979. at 3tl4 p,m. He stated 
that Mrs. I I 


b6 

b7C 


_ A copy of a Consent to Search form signed by 

I I L os Angeles, California, and authorizing 

SA I \ and other Special Agents of the FBI 

to search her residence at|_ I 

I L was exhibited to ALBERT STELLA, STELLA furnished 

a key to her residence to gain entry for this search. 




he 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


TO : SAC, MILWAUKEE (194-35) (P) 


date; 2-8-80 


FROM : SA 


subject: ALEX J. RAINERI 
CIRCUIT JUDGE 
HURLEY, WISCONSIN 
HOBBS ACT - PUBLIC CORRUPTION (B) 

00: MILWAUKEE 
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ON 1/23/80 this matter was discussed bv the 
writer per request of USA TURKHEIMER with SA«fil 


On I/3O/80 I 

1 advised the writer I | 


b3 

b5 
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b7C 


USA advised# 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 




r ^r^uest for Scorch In Notional Froud^^t C 
(R^. 5-13-71) 


Check File 



To: Director, FBI, (Bufile-194.»li:Si) 

Attention: FBI Laboratory 

Date 

2/12/80 


Subject's Description 

DOB or approjf. age 

9/17/18 . 

FBI H or other identifi/ing number 

'JMlfMI 

Re:ALEX Je KAXNERI 

CIRCUIT JUDGE 

HUBLET, WISCONSIN 

HOBBS ACT - OFFICIAL C0RRUPTI0N<B) 
. 005 MI 



IHIHHi 

Eyes 

Broxm 

IBHIl 


Dress 

mm 

Include in details other descriptive information, e.g., scars 
&/or marks, tattoos, deformities, abnormalities and other 
general peculiarities as well as information on the modus 
operand! used in cashing check items. 


The following described checks are attached hereto for search in the National Fraudulent Check File. 


Sp ec- 

fr 


:heck # Amount 


Date 

2-7-79 


Payable To 


Signed 


Bank 


Date & City 
Where Cashed 
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-- 3/12/79 Void 

tf u 


It 


Void 


Eltz Bar 

n 

If 

It 

It 


the following. 

__Copy of 1976 Wage and fax ^tatemenh for 


b6 

b7C 


oi l _ _ 

ou^^riTloTT^ 


■2% Carbon copy of UC-203 Request for Work Record 


T 


Specimens: [§)Return to Contributing Office | |Bureau Retain ( j Other; see Details fy]Conduct Late n^ingeiprint Examination 


3 - Bureau (EM) (Enc. 30) 

^Mllwauhee 



. -U- 

;***‘*^ r 




FBI/DOJ 
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3* Ten pages (legal slse) bearing handvnriting on 
one side each; 

4» T(7elve tom pieces o£ deposit ledgers bearing 
unbnom bandinltlng; 

5» One tom piece o£ noteboolc paper bearing witing#. 


Captioned investigation relates to behind the scenes 
activity of Judge MIKERI in the operation of the Show Bar- te 
corporate name Rita Bar. Incorporated^ a nude dancing estaolish- 

ment at Ht»ley> Wisconsin, well known f or prostitution. __, 

owner of the Show Bar is Judge RiaiERI*s [ | 

Allegations include that RAINERI prepared daily 
ledgers, che cks to entertainers, etc. for the business, these 
checks belng f^ _ _ _ ^ Host of the bar records 

were destroyed vjhen the bar burned to the gromd April 20, 1979; 
those furnished are the first records located to date. 


_It is alleged that Bits Bar checks bear tegl I 

_ T were prepared bv RAINERI and I I 

I It is further alleged tdiatl 

on the UG-203 form was written by RAINi^ui. xen pages ^ legal 
size) bearing handwriting ai:^ one tom page of notebook paper 
bearing handwriting are allegedly the handwriting of RAINERI, 
though approximately 15 years old. Additional handwriting 
exenplars and fingerprints to be obtained. ED-9 reflected 
no record for RAINERI. 

REQUEST OF THE BDREAU LABs IPENT DIVISION 

Ihe Lab and Identification Division are requested to 
conduct haudwriting examinations and fingerprint examinations 
on enclosed evidence for conparlsons with items enclosed and 
to be suhnitted in the future* 


2 * 
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^ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

* 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 


SAC, MILV7AUKEE (;i94-35) (P) 
(ATTENTION: SA 


date: 2/11/80 


SA 
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y 

ALEX J. RAINERI, 

CIRCUIT JUDGE, 

HURLEY, WISCONSIN 

HOBBS ACT - PUBLIC CORRUPTION 

00: MILWAUKEE 


(B) 


1 \ 



Re Milwaukee airtel to Louisville, dated 12/17/79. 


On 1/30/80, 


for Oza ukee County, was interviewed bv S A 
] at his office in i I 


Wisconsin. He voluntarily furnished the following 
information regarding captioned matter: 


I stated he was acquainted with ALEX J. 
RAINERI and advised that he had previously 


jfrom RAINERI when the latter 


became a ci rcuit ludge in Hurley , Wisconsin. [ 


stated that 


were related to either 


the Show Bar or the White Wa y Motel in Hurley or 
anyone named F I 


[ 


noted that there were nuirierous rumors 


during the pe'riod of time he worked in^Hurley that 
RAIN ERI had^some sort of hidden inter^fst in the Show 
Bar, I^ I stated he had no personal knowledge 

of this<^ He also stated that it rumored one 


J, who operates [ 


J on 


Silver btreet in Hurley, was ai^o reportedl y involy ed 
in the operation of the Show Bar, but again I I 

stated he had no personal knowledge of this. 

] stated that he was not acquainted 



any association either 


ALEX RAINI 

■IRI. 1 1 did note, however, 


- Milwaukee (194-35) 
:cal/ 

( 2 ) 
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that on on e occasion, he had been]_ I 

I _ la black female namedI U who 

was I ___ 

Michigan. I I had been employed at the Show 

Bar as a "dancer", and there was some question about 
her not getting som e wages due her from the Show Bar. 
RAINERI inquired of I I about the status of the 

mat ter, asking if there was go ing to be any problem 
for I Ithe Show Bar.f I stated 

he knew on ly I [whose name he did 

not know. I I stated that I I never made any 

specific statements or allegations to him about 
being inyolved in prostitution activities at the 
Show Bar or her knowledge of any association between 
RAINERI and the Show Bar. 

_ I I stated that I I subsequently 

I and he bel ieved she was now residing 
somewhere in i I He stated he thought a 

current address could probably be obtained from 
DA ANDY TINGSTED in Bessemer, Michigan. 

Finally, I I noted that he had previously 

been contacted by a representative of the Wisconsin 
State Bar Investigating Committee regarding RAINERI. 

He did not recall this individual's name but noted 
that the Wisconsin State Bar was apparently investi¬ 
gating this same information and that it might be 
worth contacting that committee to obtain the results 
of their investigation. 


Any additional leads based upon the above 
information are being left to the discretion of the 
Case Agent. 
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ALEX J. RAINERI, CIRCUIT JUDGE, HURLEY, WISCONSIN; HOBBS ACT - 
OFFICIAL CORRUPTION (B); 00; MILWAUKEE. 

RE MILWAUKEE TELEPHONE CALL TO YOUNGSTOWN RA (SaI \ 


WHEREIN BACKGROUND INFORMATION WAS FURNISHED RE CAPTIONE; 


MATTER 


CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION RELATES TO BEHJND-THE-SCENES 
ACTIVITIES OF JUDGE RAINERI IN THE OPERATION OF THE SHOW BAR, 
HURLEY, WISCONSIN, A NUDE DANCING BAR AND HOUSE OF PROSTITUTION 


I_I RAINERI ' S 

TUTES WORKING FOR f 


AMONG THOSE PROSTI- 


AT THIS LOCATION AND AT THE 


JACK-O-LANTERN LOUNGE, IRON RIVER, MICHIGAN, WAS ONE 


CURRENTLY RESIDING AT 
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2/21/80, 


TO: SAC, CHICAGO 

FROM; ^JmLWAUKEE (194-35 )(P) 

SUBJECT; ALEX J. RAINERI 
CIRCUIT JUDGE 
HURLEY, WISCONSIN 
HOBBS ACT - OFFICIAL CORRUPTION 
00; MILWAUKEE 


(B) 


Enclosed for Las Vegas are copies of folder and 
photograph taken at MGM Grand Hotel. Reno. Nevada. Photo 
depicts subject RAINERI I land 


was reportedly taken at MGM Grand Hotel, September-octooer, 
1978, during RAINERI*s attendance at judicial college, which 
Las Vegas has previously verified. 


b6 
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^or the information of all receiving offices, captioned 
investigation relates t'o alleged participation in behind-the- 
scenes operation of the Show Bar. Hurley, Wisconsin, described 
by current District Attorney as "Hurley's last cathouse." Hurley 
has a colorful history of vice and prostitution operating wide 
open without restraint by local law enforcement^ The Show Bar 
was owned and operated by JACK "JACKPOT” GASBARRI until his 
dpath In late 1975. after whichl I 
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_ I ^INERI, 

who was District Attorney from 1960 to 1978_ when he__b.e pame~Ju dgg 
arT insepSrable personal friend of JACKPOT and it has now ^ 
been established that as District Attorney, RAINERI was being 
paid off by bars featuring prostitution, wit h JACKPOT maki ng 
monthly collections. After JACKPOT*s death. F I 


3 - Chicago 

2 - Cincinnati (194-64)(AM) 

2 - Denver (AM) 

3 - Las Vegas (Enc. 2)(194-38)(AM) 

2 - Los Angeles (194-57)(AM) 

3 - Minneapolis (AM) 

- Omaha (AM) 

Milwaukee 





fo/? ACCUWCY.. 
WARK INDEXING AND 
INir/AL. 

DATE..... 



b6 

b7C 




SEARCHED 




SERIALIZE D! , FILJD 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) 


(Time) 


Per 














MI 194-35 


RAINERl’sC 


] and he rei 


_ iportedly f _ 

Show Bar management and operations, including attenpting 
to hire a manager, reportedly writing checks to entertainers, 
and reportedly making trips to Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Iron 
River, Michigan; and possibly other locations to transport 
dancers/nrostitutes back to Hu rley. The Show Bar burned 
4/2 Q/79. I 1RAINERII I 


] 


’(t 


and I 
investigation. 


and cooperating witn 


According to__ 

the downtown Holiday Inn, Reno, Nevada 
while he attended judicial college. \ 




RAINERI stayed at 
October. 197 8. 


RAINERI*s State of 


Wisconsin travel voucher obtained from State Judicial Investi¬ 
gating Cotranission reflects receipts from Holiday Inn, Downtown, 
1000 East 6th Street, Reno, Nevada. |~ | although these 

are only partially legible. He was apparently in Reno 9/17/78 
to 10/6/78, although not believed at the Holiday Inn the 
entire time. 

File review reflects numerous pa st investigations 
regarding I I JACKPOT, in which 

RAINERI is mentione d. He w as always I I 

I RAINERI I along ! I 

J made numerous t rips to Las Vega s 


where they were allegedly close friends with a 
a dealer there. 


The following leads are being set forth, with 
explanations where appropriate, and it is requested that 
these be given expeditious coverage in view of the subject s 
position as a sitting Judge and the desire of the USA-, Madison 
Wisconsin, to present this matter to a Federal Grand Jury 
during the first week in April, 1980. 

LEADS 


CHICAGO DIVISION 

AT CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 

Will conduct arrest checks and obtain photogra ph 
regarding I ] 
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b6 
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1 and the reafter locate and interview f 
]and 


etc. 


J Hurley, Wisconsin, Icnowledge of RAlNfc:Ri,[ 
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AT CICERO. ILLINOIS 


At Chicago Downs (Sportsmen’s Park), 3301 Larenqr 
Avenue Cicero, telephone number 312-242-1121. determine if 

e itherI , _ , ^ ^ 

f / and finish ot such horses. Also determine 

if records exist of / l and, if ‘ 

nossible. what bets these winnings represented. It is noted 
that I I has claimed the above winnings were pla ced in 

1 -- I made bv RAINERI and/ 

a Milwaukee Attorney, relating to \ \ Suc h a _ 

situation suggests a possible sports bribery situation, u - 

and i iare th e only two Milwaukee Attorneys with the first 
name of z: _ \ Milwaukee indices negative re / \ 

is listed in numerous.racketeering files. 
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CINCINNATI DIVISION 

-- p 

AT CINCINNATI. OHIO 

Will conduct indice s and arrest checks (obtain 
photo if available) reg ardingl I aka 

I and determine current whereab outs of/ , \ 

-V is a \ 

^ I and shnnid have extensive Know ieage o r operations. 
No lead is being set forth to interview I / at this time 
pending issuance of Federal Grand Jury subpoena. 

DENVER DIVISION 

AT DENVER, COLORADO 

Will co nduct arrest checks and obtain photograph, 
if available, for/ 

/ _ ^ 
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may be identical with a \ , . . 

although not enough is known to positively determine this* 

Will th ereafter locate and thoroughly interview _ 

I I regarding I I t>6 

activities there, operations, eind particularly ner Knowxeage b7c 
of RAINERI’s activities in connection with hiring, firing and 
payment of employees, skimming of funds from rece ipts, rece ipt 
of payoffs from oar owners, and relationship with I I 

JACKPOT GASBARRI. 


LAS VEGAS DIVISION 


AT LAS VEGAS. NEVADA 

Will conduct indices review regarding! j ' J=6 

j RAINERI b7C 

and furnish pertinent information to Milwaukee. 


AT RENO. NEVADA 

Will obtain records of Holiday Inn, Downtown, for 
stay of RAINERI, September - October, 1978, including the 
numoer of persons in room, telephone calls made, etc. 


It is noted that Las Vegas has previously deter¬ 
mined RAINERI to have attended judicial college, 9/17/78 - 
10/6/78. 

Will exhibit folder and photograph at MGM Grand 
Hotel and conduct whatever investigation necessary to 
positively establish that this photograph taken there, 
obtaining date if possible. Consider taking similar 
photograph of same location showing exact same background* 


LOS ANGELES DIVISION 



b6 

b7C 



:-L 


4 











MI 194-35 


•v MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION 

AT MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA 

Will conduct indices checks regarding Sauna Inn^ 

Booking Agency and furnish details of any known prostitution 
activity. Witnesses have advised that Satina Inn furnished 
Show Bar with dancers/prostitutes. 

Furnish identity of appropriate individual(s) to 
interview and from whom to subpoena records relating to 
business done with Show Bar, Hurley, Wisconsin. 

No lead being set forth to conduct interviews 
at this time, awaiting review of checks of Show Bar for all 
known payments to Sauna Inn, If informant coverage available 
re Sauna Inn business, determine any knowledge of Show Bar, 
persons contacted, etc. 

Will contact Classified advertising department of 
"Minneapolis Tribune" and attempt to. locate advertisement 
for sale of Show Bar allegedly placed in this 
early summer of 1978, allegedly listing RAINpi s Post Office 
Box at Hurley, Wisconsin, for contacts. If located, obtain 
appropriate copies and forward to Milwaukee. 

AT CROSBY; MINNESOTA 

Will <T.i-A-rv<Awl I located through be 

4 -£>ianV)nno number I L regarding hxs knowledge b7c 

of RAINERI*s ^nnner.t•.^f>n with Show Bar, elated to Special.Agent 
of the Detroit Division when \ _A 

OMAHA DIVISION 

AT DES MOINES. IOWA 

I -Will iQcatel ^ formerly of Hurley, and_) 

f-thoroughly interview \ _J 

regarding operation ot Show Bar, j> rostitution activit ies there ^ 
and anv knowledge he has regarding RAINERI,^ RAINERI s^_— 
wit h] ^ ~L and RAINERI*s activities with respect to • 
operation ot the Show Bar, 


5 
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It is noted that l [ during the 

final days of the Show Bar, during which time it has been .• 
established that the bar collected a percentage of prosti¬ 
tution engagements taking place upstairs in rooms above the 
bar, these fees being placed by prostitutes in envelopes and 

given to the bartender to place in the till>_Thev^were 

subsequently transmitted to |___[where 

witnesses have identified RAineri as counting cany receipt^ 
iricluding opening of envelopes* ^ 

MILWAUKEE DIVISION 

AT APPLETON. WISCONSIN 

_ Will conduct arrest and directory checkr'f^ 
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J reportedly now dancing in the [ 


and formerly of Hurley, Wisconsin* If located, interview 
regarding Show Bar and Hurley’s prostitution activities of 
which she reportedly has extensive knowledge, and RAINERI* 


AT GREEN BAY* WISCONSIN 
Will interview[ 


1 


WXXX v I ■ ■ 

of Holiday Inn, Downtown, and previously! 

r- -1 of Holiday Inn at Hurley which opened!^:; 

IQ72. I I reportedly knows details of how an d why|_| 


n b6 

b7C 


■[for Brook 

Inns on liquor license or Huriey Hoiioav inn, a position she 
has held since motel opened, although she has no connection 
with motel* At that! time, RAINERI was District Attorney of 
Iron County and was reportedly r eoeivlng extensive oavoffs— 
from local taverns. \ 


r.opdtiot arrest checks at Gre en Bav Police Denar tme^ 

{by flreen Bay Folice Department, ana ootain 
> flpd any information regarding possible current 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Oote ol jronjcription. 


Michigan 


loIIows: 


advised as 


located a^ j fp-p 

I ^I The establishment is currently a bar _ 

fe aturing nude dancers» She was I 
in i ~| 

citizen. In her! \ 

she has engaged dancers through a hooking agency, up 
until about five or six years ago, and since then has 
located dancers simply by word of mouth. Most of the 
dancers dn her .establishment are from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; Chicago, Illinois; or from Minnesota. 

There is an informal arrangement among club managers 
when dancers move from one club to another that the 
managers will assist other clubs in locating dancers. 
Those clubs involved in this arrangement are one in 


_,_ / and until it 

burned in April, 1979, the Show Bar in Hurley, Wisconsin. 

She has, met and knows I I of 

Hurley, W isconsin, and has mutual friends with i i 
including! L and 

oth^ia^—She met! . | ago in Hurley 

—_I -cne Show Bay. At that 

■time I _I "JACKPOT" 

GASBARRI having died a year or so earl ier. As she and 

I I thev became 

acquainted, and thou gh the y are not too close of 
friends, she has had ] ~| to her establishment and 
home for di nner on several occasions. On thhse o cca- 
sions I I has been | L ALEX 

RAINERI, who is the judge in Hurley. RAINERI I I 

have had dinner with Iin Iron River a total of 


,.owoa on 2/13/80 


n t Iron River, Michigan pii. 


(TEB/cal) 


_0o)e dictoled. 


I \ 

IhU iJocumenl contoirts neither recommendolionj nor coT^doslons of Ihe FBI. It is the properly of the FBI ond h loaned to your ogency; 
it ond its contents ore not to fee distributed outside your ogency* 
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aboui: five tiimes* The reason they were in Iron River 
was "to see the girls dance", and I I does not 

remember them either bringing girls from Hurley to 
Iron River or taking back girls from Iron River to 
Hurley»_She does recall, however, that on onoaRfon 
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t 


establishment to come back to Hurley to dance there. 
G irls whom she recalled dancing in both locations are 

a[ 


an^ 


having location known to 
now in | [ 


[ the only one currently 
who is 


When in Iron River, the 


dancers stay at one of several motels in the Iron River 
area, the Coast to Coast, Cloverland, Wild River, or 
Brule. 


I 


advised that 


__ would call her and ask her for 

telep hone numbers for girls to con tact in order to 
dance I I did not know any¬ 

thing at all about running I 


I I advised that she has never gone 

to Hurley with any girls going there to dance, not by 
any means of transportat ion* She once went back to 
Hurley with ALEX RAINERI I 1 just the 

three of them, and on this occasiori she stayed with 
I ^ ^ 1 home. On another occa sion she was 

visited in Ir on River by a girl named |~ | and 

together with I I she we nt to Hurley* wh ere they 

spen t the day drinking with I I At that 

time I I could stay with her, 

I I had to stay upstairs above th e Show Ba r with 


the other girls dancing in the bar, f 
to this. Later,[ 


obiected 


1 in Ironwood. Michigan. and she.| 


her hotel in Hurley, L 


On this occasion, from 
Icalled up ALEX RAINERI 


to find out what the arrest was all about and.if he 
could get it reduced. He apparently was successful in 
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getting the 


and 


exhibited 1_ 


_pShe 

I dated April 24, 1978 , 


reflectin g the payment of this amount for_ 

I 1 She went to the courthouse in Ironwood» 


driven by a friend .. [_ 

I in Ironw ood.. where she picked up 


_This all happened in two 

days, with one overnig ht in between* She staved in 
a motel rather than atQ 
because she did not like 
but 


does not currently know thp 
who went 


I She 


] 


_ and whom she bel ieves to 

At the time I 


had never worked at Iron Riv ero and she 
were^ 


er, and she ans 
having met in F 


□ c3 

lid not 



_L 



She has known ALEX FAINERI for 
having met him through [ 


_ _ __and she 

has never done any business at all with him» She has 


J 


J 


] 


The girls working in the Jack-O-Lantern 
Bar work from 8:00 p. m. until 2:00 a. m., and she 
very seldom sees them otherwise» The identities of 
all girls working!_ 


Those she recalls bv name are I I 

are paid by the week, and 
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thexr Social Security numbers ye recorded with t he 
accountant. She re called that I I 

I I whom she met through friends from 

Chi cago, once went to Hurley in 1977 to dance and help 
out I I for a week, staying at the White Way Motel. 

At th y time she had a construct ion worker from Ironwood 
named I I a ride to Hurley. She 







MI 194-35 




4 


was definite that_had not been transported there 

by ALE X RAINERI. She advised that I —I 


J (last name unknown)y worked in Hurley but not 


in Iron River and was never transported there, to her 
knowledge, by ALEX RAINERI f I 

To her knowledge, ALEX RAINERI has never been 
in the Show Bar once it opened, and she has never seen 
him | 1 One afterno on he 

came into the bar for a couple of minutes while | 
was there. She stated that nobody really ran the 
Show Bar, girls just danced more or less on their own. 
She never saw anyone go upstairs and she had no know- 
ledge of pros titution at the Show Bar. Neither ' ' 


ALEX RAINERI talked about prostitution. 
She recalled that on one occasion a dancer from the 


Show Bar [ 


] came to Iron River one 


deer season with some hunters, but she did not dance 
at the Jack-O-Lantern but was just visiting. 


On another occasion .[ 


3 who 


look for |_ 
with them. 


Ito Hurley one night to 
]in order to soci alize 
she called 


When the Sho w Bar burned. 

needed anything, but was 


unsuccessful in getting ahold of her. 


I_] advised th^ 

unknown to her, though she has^ 




the White Way Motel > and has heard ot hl^ She has 
heard that ] |of the Show 

Bar for one or two weeks^ thenI 


1 
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bne nas neara this trom salesmen servicing both Iron River 
and Hurley* 

_During her dinners with ALEX T^A TNPI^T anH 


I RAINERI I I , and 

there has been no business conversation. She knows 
that RAlNERI is an attorney and is a judge, and she 
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has never heard them talking about prostitution. 

She reiterated that she has ridden to Hurley with 
ALEX I I on only one occasion. She stated that 

she does not take the bus to Hurley and has never 
done so and has never claimed to have done so. She^ 
has stayed at the White Way Motel on only one occasion. 

I I advised that I_ __ 

two girls at a time as dancers, these gir ls staving 
two weeks to a month each, and ordinarily I 
with dancers all year round, because without dancers 
there is no bar business. It is difficult to get 
girls to dance, and most of the dancers now employed 
are black females from the City of Milwaukee, most of 
whom are very easy to get along with. The only white 
gi rl having danced f or i I 

of I I has never worked for I 

books he r girls through an agent, who is unknown to 


She reiterated that ALE X RAINE RI has never 
called her seeking girls and when I I who can always 
use more girls, has called, her calls were for^tele¬ 
phone numbers to call to get girls. One girl in _ 

particular whom she s uggested I ~ I 

I who is curr ently believed to 
be some place ini I is locat able through 

I I telephone 

number I I 

I I furn ished the original receipt 

regarding the payment of I I 

for which she was furnished a written receipt. 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale of ifonscf iplion . , ■ 2 /_? 5 / 8 0 


Ironwoo d^ Michigan, was presented hy Agon+ 

] with a Federal Grand Jury subpoena duces 


tecum for the business.recor ds in hi s possession of the 
Show Bar, Hurley, Wisconsin. I furnished all such 


records in his possession, which included two file folders 
with contents and a stack of ba nk stat ements with can¬ 
celled checks and check stubs. |[stated that recent 
records of the Show Bar, corporate name Ritz Bar, Inc., 
were not in his posses sion, as in early 1979. these had 

been -pY^nTn Vi-iml 




signature T 


1fnr the Show Bar, 
_for thft 


1 1 stated he usuaiivi 

L 

1 1 


—1 

1 
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Interviewed on^ 2/13/80 


SA 


I 


o< ■ Ironwood. Michigan 


^File 


# MT IQU-q.q ' 


r 


IsaJL 


.Date dktotea,.,,,2y.l 9/80, 
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document conloins neither recommendolionj nor cooctustons o< Ihe FBI U the properly ol the FBI ond U fooned to your ogency? 
I its contents ore not to be dlstriboted outside your ogency. 






